Elaine Ryan Rowin Remembers The Colony


Elaine Ryan Rowin Linda Pappicco Anders “The Colony” was an artists colony of cottages developed in the 30’s-40’s as a rural get-away for artists and theatre people from the City. Several of the small cottages on the river were developed as quads so that the residents could sit out on common ground to discuss “life” along the banks of the beautiful Ramapo River. As the flooding issue became more prevalent the “colony residents” sought alternate destinations to spend their leisure time and, ultimately, the homes in the colony fell into various states of disrepair.
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Linda Pappicco Anders Elaine Ryan Rowin I didn’t know it was an artist group. Our neighbor has a friend who drew a sketch of my face while I was swimming in the river. There is a group called West Oakland or something similar. The group is made up of people who summered in “The Colony”. They shared wonderful stories of their summers there. Putting on plays in the little auditorium, playing baseball in the huge field, going to little snack shack on corner. I found out the house we had bought use to be a restaurant where they would put on mock weddings.
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Elaine Ryan Rowin The Colony had been very well designed as a relatively self-contained community - the club house and large open field very active - i love old buildings and historical areas and while walking the colony during my first campaign for Council I could send my mind back in time and visualize what a beautiful and convivial community it was.
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Linda Pappicco Anders We didn’t move there until 1971. Someone told me about that group and they meet every summer. They invited me to join them. Such great stories they shared.
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Elaine Ryan Rowin...Thank you so much for sharing your information and memories of The Colony. Your views and memories will add to the richness of Oakland's history and will be preserved for future generations.
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