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Kanouse Bottling Company

Another relatively significant business in Oakland at the turn of the twentieth
century was the & Bottling Company. the true great-grandfather of today’s
multibillion dollar bottled water industry. History records that Lillian Vernam., who
owned the Lilac Manor located on the property of Oakland Shop Rite, saw an
opportunity to literally bottle one of Oakland’s natural resources via selling fresh
h in a bottle. Accordingly, she purchased a spring located in the current
(and future?) woods between Long Hill Road and Grove Street that was then used to
raise goldfish, Her bottling plant was located in the Spear sawmill nearby. In 1904
she sold the business to the Water Company, which then manufactured
and sold a soft drink called Bloodwine. That organization promptly erected a large
building almost a mile away adjacent to the railroad and pumped the water from
the spring to its facility for transport to its manufacturing plant in New York City. It
was a significant enginecring feat.

I one were to visit the spring today, one would see a concrete structure surrounding
the spring and its flow way and the remains of an old pump. That flow way leads directly
to the remains of a millpond that in turn was to power the Spear sawmill. Subsequently.
the spring was used to grow watercress for sale to restaurants and grocers throughout the
area. Doris Sanders, a lifetime resident of Oakland, clearly remembers the watercress
business at the spring when she was a child. While the k Water Company no
longer exists, the spring still flows, the watercress still grows there and the original
facility built by the company lives on as the home of Engineering Laboratories on West
Oukland Avenue. A case of empty Kanouse Water Company botiles still exists and can
be seen in the museum room of the Oakland Historical Society. Over the years as the
property changed hands, the spring for a time served to augment Oakland’s water supply
in the 1930s when the property was owned by the then mayor MacEvoy. It is uncertain
if the remains of the pump still at the spring was used for the Water Company
or for the augmentation of Oakland’s water supply. Regardless, it’s still there as a living,
albeit rusting, memorial to Oakland’s history. Bloodwine, the soft drink manufactured
by «Im* Bottling Company, lives on in the Star Trek series as the favorite drink
of the Klingons.





