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ALEXANDER POTASH

THE AUTHOR

Alexander Potash was born in Harlem, New York City, on
December 26, 1899. His parents were Max and Charlotte. He
attended elementary school in Brooklyn but at the time he reached
the taiTig gqrade his parents moved to Paterson, where he graduated
from school number o uwr,, in 159 155 He then immediately went to

work to help support the family.

He spent the next eighteen years on the Erie Railroad,
leaving the railroad at a time when he was Superintendent of the
railroad warehouse. He then went to work as manager of the Park

Avenue Moving and Furniture Storage Company in Newark.

In 1931 he decided to Wwork for himselt and borrowed
$75.00 to buy a rack truck to haul topsoil and dirt. He had tao
shovel the topsoil and dirt by hand aon to the truck, and it not
being a dump truck, when he got to the point of delivery he had to
shovel the topsoil and dirt off by hand,

The firm "Alexander Patash and Sons, Inc." grew rapidly,
acquiring dump trucks, bulldozers, power shovels, road graders,
pavement rallers,; and so forth, All this was accomplished with
the help of three sons: Jim, Bill and td; and larger and larger

projects, primarily site improvement work, were taken on .,

At the time he was working on the railroad he met Velma

Alice Safford. lThey were married on Lincoln's Birthday, Ffebruary
12, 1925, lhey spent fifty-six years together until her passing
on May 5, 1981,

On May the Firgt, 1927, Al and his VYelma and one child
moved to Oakland. He immediately became involved in the Borough
of Oakland's atftfairs.



THE AUIHOR'S PUBLIC RECORD

Member of the QOakland Velunteer Fire Dept.

president of the QOakland fire Department.

President of the Chamber of Commerce.

lax Assessar for 21 ysars, at $100.00 per year,

Councilman for 3 years,

Mayor for B8 years.

Running cancurrently with the mayor's term of office:
A voting member of the planning board 8 years, and
a voting member of the library board for 8 yearTs.
Chairman of the Committee to Celebrate Oakland's
70tn, 7%th and 80th anniversaries.
Vated by the themn Mayor and Council in 1983 as
Dakland's Number One Citizen,.
Served on many other diversified committees on
Dakland affairs.

THE POTASH fFAMILY

On May the first, 1987 the Potash family will have lived
in Dakland sixty years.

ine family began with the father Alexander, and the
mother, velma, four sons and two daughters; James Robert, William
AL, C. fdwin, F. tleaner, Careol Ann, anmd David Henry. Since then
nineteen grandechildren and thirteen great grandchildren folliowed.
The atr in Dakland certainly must have been good for the rapid

increase in the family,.

SIXTY YELARS AGOD; How Oakland looked when we came here.

We lived in Union City, where our first ehild, Jimmy, was

born. It was close to my work on the railroad at that particular
time, at the Weehauvken docks. Wwe lived on the fifth floor, with a
self-operating elevator, and I brought home one day a package of
limburger cheese, which 1 like. Velma took one whiff of it and
put it out on the fire escape. lhe next day she caught little
Jimmy teying to get out on the fire escape and said to me: "He

have to get out of here".

Since I worked an the railroad at that time, it didn't
make much differemce where we went for 1 got free transportation,
so we decided to go out about twenty-five miles in New Jersey. We
took the Susquehanna Railroad that had fine passenger service in




onned
those days. We got off the train in OQakland. Velma looked around
and sald to me "Al, 1 like this town, it reminds me af New

Hampshire", 14
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Where the Citizens National Bank now is, was a very short

spur af a street called Sanders Alley. lhere was one wooden
building, two stories high, with four families in: it Then a long
wooden structure with three apartments, then the main building
with the home of the landlords, Mr. and Mrs. Al Sanders. You
wouldn't want to meet finer people. They had two children, Hazel

and Al, and a beautiful German Shepherd dog called Flash, It was a
beautiful animal,

We rented the middle apartment. It consisted of a living
roaom, kitchen and two bedrooms upstairs. There was no central
heating system. We had a large pot stove in the living room and a
kitchen range. Both burned coal. The only heat to the bedrooms
was whatever found its way upstairs from the pot stove. Ihe rent
was $22.00 a month.

Our first night in Oakland in our new home, there in
Sanders Alley; one might visualize that the railroad ran
diagonally past our apartment. Well, we went to bed. There was
one light overhead. I was awakened during the night with the
Covers flying off me, and hearing a thump, I reached up, put the
light on . Yelma was on the floor, with Jimmy in her arms. I
asked what happened, well, she said, "] was dreaming as the train
went by that we were an the tracks." I said "yes, but you left me

on the tracks", All was peaceful the other evenings after that.

In back of the house were all open fields. Jimmy would
want a slice of bread and jelly or a slice of bread and peanut
butter, but he would always ask for two slices. Velma watched him
one day as he went out in the fields and she noticed that Jimmy
gave the second slice to Flash, the German Shepherd dog. So
whenever you wanted to see where Jimmy was all you had to do was
look for the dog. :

1 came home from WoTk ane evening and Velma said,
"Jimmy's out in the field, I've been calling him to come in but
he pays no attention to me", Soe I started out in the field after
him, but Flash the dog 8lways placed himself between Jimmy and
myself and I could not get near him.

Alongside the field was another large tract of land. It
was an apple orchard and boys usually went there to get an apple
or two. Seeing the boys, Jimmy wandered in there one day, and the
owner chased them all out. Little Jimmy couldn't run very fast,



but everytime the owner got near Jimmy, Flash the dog was between

them. It was really beautiful.
427
There were only three paved streets at that time, Long
Hill Road, Ramapo valley Road, and Franklin Avenue. They were all
county roads. West Qakland Avenue was just =a little dirt road.

If the town during dry spells did not place dust gil on the road,
residents used to come out to council meetings and vigorously
complain and also did not hesitate to let the council know they
would remember it come Election Day.

During school vacation you would see 3 great many of the
children of the community running around barefoot. DOakland's
children learned toa swim in the Ramapo River . You could stand on
the Wwest Dakland Avenue Bridge, look down, and see the bottom of
the river. Ine water was that clear. Shame, the way it is today.

The firehouse, located on Yawpo Avenue, wWas two stories
high. The upper story was a fair sized hall, and it was there
that all the borough council meetings were held. It was also used
for all social gatherings, whatever social clubs existed met
there, masquerade dances and s 0 forth. One masquerade, 1 went
down to Paterson and rented a full dress suit, high hat, tails and
all the rest. Velma made up =a sign which read “Absent-Minded!"

and placed it on the back of my jacket. 1 left the -pants of f and
went to the masquerade dance. Wwell, I won first prize, which was
one dollar.

We all had a lot of fun. 0f course pretty near everybody knew
one another. There were only eight hundred people in the town.
The anly church was the Ponds and at that time there was just the
wooden structure, but it geemed that all denominations went to
services. Vvelma's mother was a Sunday School teacher at Ponds,
our children attended, and in later yeaTs oOUur daughter Carol Ann
played the church organ. quh & _QJGuAH'—
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There was ane general aiiﬁlﬁfy// It was located in a
puilding on the corner of Route 202 and Station Plaza. It was
there that you bought all your groceries. All other shopping that
you had to do, you had to go to Pompton Lakes. In those days
Pompton Lakes was the central shopping areasa for the surrounding
towns, until the towns grEew and they acquired their owWn
stlpurmurkets.

Back then Quokland wus the summer place tor folks coming
from Jersey City, New Yyork City, and 80 forth. lhe Susquehanna
Railroad ran special trains to accommodate the summer visitors,
for there were four beaches on the Ramapo River. There were



Mullers, Sandy Beach, Oakland Beach, and White Bireh, The people
would came oyt by the hundreds on weekends., lhe residents woyld
gccammodate them faorp gvernight staysg charging a dollar and a half,

There Was Just one school at that time, and that wasg the
brick building that is new the front of the Valley School, with
ivy climbing up the wall, Oakland Grammar School graduates had to
attend hign scheool in Pompton Lakes. Students from Midland Park
also attended Pompton Lakes High. The students were transported
by train to Pompton ifakes and the same way home.

It was a beautifyl time in a beautiful little country
town to be raising your family, As the years rolled by you saw it
changing. We are told that it is progress, but it really

sometimes destroys something that is

very beauytifu],




EARLY INDIAN LORE

Ihe Lenni Lenape Indians were the original people of New
Jersey, settling in the state between 975 and 1000 a.d. Peaceful
by nature, they practiced a form of democracy with a popular
government. Their chiefs or sachems were elected. Ihey were also
religious, worshipping a great spirit - - a shadow that lives
beyond the body. They were monogamous, kind, and hospitable.
Conquered by the six nations of the Iroquois, they were made tao do
the wark of women re-winning their freedom in 1761. By 1786 there

were none East of the Alleghenys.

The Lenni Lenapes knew QOakland as "Yawpo" (a phonetic
spelling) and it was principally their hunting and fishing
grounds, Quite probably it was the name of a Minnisink chieftain
who signed deeds o:f some of the early settlers. The name Yawpo

when analyzed and taken back to its root words used by the Indians
had to do the water, particularly still water or more literally a

pond. Hence Yawpo means, in all probability, "on the edge of a
pond". The chieftain may have obtained his name from having lived
on the edge of a pond. There were ponds enough -- some 14 along
the course of the outlet to Franklin Lakes alone -- to make this

theory possible.

It should be remembered that the Indians had no
alphabet. There were many dialects and their names were further
corrupted by the influence and translations of the early Dutch
settlers. Indian names were always descriptive and were built

around a feature which characterized the locality.

Oakland's early settlers were Duteh and came to the area

A 1700. Familiar names were Bogart, Van Allen and Garrtison. The
Ponds church was established in 1710 in the area known as "IThe
Pands" at the corner af Ramapo Valley Road (Route 202) and Long

B 1 Road (Franklin Lakes Road). Yawpo was more generally applied
to the country North of that corner including the present center

af Oakland. The name QOakland was a compromise reached by early
settlers when the Susquehanna Railroad came there in 1869. It was
then known as new‘Tgersey Midland Railroad. Until that time,
Oakland, as we know it today, was always known as "Yawpo" or "lhe
Ponds™",

The closest interpretation of the word "Ramapo" is
slanting rock or rugged country where the water falls, 1t was
originally applied to the valley running between Suffern and
lTuxedo, although the mountains and the river are referred to by
that name on Revaolutionary maps. IThe valley between Suffern and

Pompton was usually referred to as the "Yawpo valley?™". In



Colonial times, Ramapo invariably meant the terr itorny around

Ramapo, New York.

Now let us look at same other local and regional names
Indian derivatian bearing in mind that transition from spoken
written word with the influence of centuries of change:

Hohokus - Hokus meaning fox -- Mehohokus -- Place of

many foxes.

Paramus - Paraow of Parampseapus -- Wild turkey, most
likely the call of the wild turkey.

Tuxedao - Atuksitok -- Deer or where the deer are.,
Preakness - Pilkik and Ukunees -- A clean, young buck

deer . Preakness was always considered
great deer hunting ground in the early
years,

Singac - Skingacki -- A low, level place where water
flows over sometimes.

Hopatcong - Honey waters with many bays.
Sicomac - A burial place.
Wagaraw - Big bend in a stream.

Acquackononk - (Forerunner of Passaic) Where one fishes
with a net, specifically a bush net.

Passaic - Pash -- to split. Where the water divides.
Seacaucus - Saukus -- meaning snake.

Hiﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁck - Many, many spellings for this name meaning
land of many snakes,

Hoboken - A pipe or peace pipe.
Moonachie - Where badgers live.

Campgaw - Kaaki Gawi -- Goose and the hedgehog. Land
af the goose and the hedgehog.

Pequannock - Broken ground where Indians farmed.

of
to




notes

Wynockie - (Now corrupted to Wanaque) Winak-aki --
Place where sassafras Qrows.

Winbeam - Wimb-bi-moshi -- meaning lone tree on a
mountain,

Macopin - The pumpkin patch from Macopanacken .

Pompton - Place to catch soft fish or suckers.

Mahwah - Maa-eway -- Smiling fields -- a place foar

games and pichicking.

Ashenmakapuck - Now Glen Rock. Place of the big

stone .,
Communipaw - QOver the river.
lotowa - le-te-weh. Ihe land in between -- probably

between mountains and rivers,

Wyckoff - Most likely a Dutch name from Wyck-- meaning

a magistrate of Hoff -- a caourt, But a
case can be made for Indian derivation
from Wik-hof meaning high ground,

I would like to thank Henry Gale McNomee for keeping
and references needed to complete the above information.

the



THE BLIZZIARD OF 1888 IN GAKLAND

1 am not going to say too much about this as it has been
told so often, but [ was eleven years old at the time and remember
it quite well,.

it started an the 12th day of March 1888 and snowed snd
the wind blew for three days and two nights. The little house
where we lived at that time is the house recently owned by Charles
and Edna Howard ngar Ehe gas station opposite Powder Mill Lane.
It seemed at times a5 if you could feel the house sway with the

wind. At that time we had mo furnace or heat in the house except
the kitchen coal staove for cooking and when that went out at night
there was naot heat whatever and no storm windows. I used to wake
ue often in the morning and shake the snow off the bed blankets, I
believe they said there was between 20 and 25 inches of snow FfFall

in it was on a level, but the wind blew so hard that it piled the
SNOW in drifts in some places as high as 12 feet and in other
places there was almost bare ground. There were no hard surfaced
roads at that time, nothing but dirt, ungraded rocads, lhere was a
slight hill right in front of where we lived and the hill by the
entrance af Allerman Road and the snow laid on a level from hill

to hill about four orF five feet deep, fhere were drifts from
eight ta twelve feet all aver, but here and Ehere where the wind
had a clean sweep, it would be down to almast bare ground, lhe

railroad from just above the crossing by the QOakland station all
the wWay up to where Oakland Coal & Lumber Company is located, the

SNOwW lay an a level from bank te bank same places as deep as six
or seven feet, It took the railroad company two weeks to plow it
open with an engine and snow plow from Butler to Paterson. ihe
engine would go back on the cleared track about two or three

hundred feet and then let the engine go at full speed when it hit
the snow bank it would anly go about fifty feet and then get stuck
in the SNow. They had a gang of men there to shovel the engine
out S0 thet it could make anether run. On the wagon roads they
had gangs of men tao shovel it by hand and a team of horses and
bobsleds to cart the men around.

One incident that oy sister and ] witnessed was, Judge
Aaron G. Garrison, his son Peter and another man made snow shoes
aut af shingles. The Judge at that time aowned the Ffarm and house
up the Valley where Jack Heavey now lives, and he wanted to get wup
there to see how his live stock was, 50 the three started with

their snaw shoes made of shingles. My sister and I were looking
sut af the window when they went past the house and when they got
just beyond where Paowder Mill Lane now is all of a sudden the
Judge disappeared, all that you could see was his hat ahbove the
SNow. His sen and the other man head a Job pulling him out of tne
5N0wW as he Was a man of about 250 l1bs. They wei t _Lsck home and

waited till later ta go up the valley.
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Quring the years of the second great war you were not
permitted to construct a new home,. The War Production Board was
in charge aof this parkt of the war effort.

there had been a powder factory on Powder Mill Lane in
years gone Dy. 1he large wooden warehouse of the powder company
was standing when we lived in Sakland,

I owned 2 acres of land on West Dakland Avenue. 1 had
a small bulldozer, and excavated for the cellar. Over a period
of days my sons and I laid up the cancrete block foundation. Ke
tore down this large wooden warehouse of the powder company, and
carefully saved the lumber . We trucked the lumber to the
foundation site. in fact, Mrs. Potash helped take the nails out
of the lumber. lhere was a house in Mahwah that had to be torn

dawun. e did that, again carefully saving the lumber, and
trucking it ta the foundation site. There was a house on the
right of Wway of 208. it was a small house, consisting af 2
rooms downstairs and 2 rooms upsatairs, wikth a stairway going up
the middle, I bought this house from the state and moved it
ocnto the foundation. Using this house as a base, we built the

house with the old lumber.

We had just sbout completed the house when oneg morning,
in the mail, came a letter from the War Production Beoard, that I
Was to give them the War Production permit number for
construction of a new home.

Mes. Potash got quite excited and I told her: "Yeou have
nathing to worry about. I will answer the letter.” I remember
clearty the last sentence in the letter. 1 first explained how
we had torn down buildings tc get the material to construct the
home, and in the last sentence I said: "When it becomes a crime
to put a roof over your family's heads in the manner that we
did, then you can do as you damned please!" Hrs. Potash was
dumbfounded, She asked, "You're not going to send that?" Hell,
1 said, " just related how we got the house built and that's
just how I feel." 1 never heard from them, but the sad part aof
it is, surely some political enemy or jeaslous person must have
notified the Har Production Board. I guess you pay a penalty
for being in office.
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THE BEGINNING OF DAKLAND

Prior to April 8, 1902 the lands comprising Oskland were
part of Franklin Township. At that time there were a group of men
living in fakland that felt the falks in this area should have a
town af their owWn ., They decided amongst themselves, If
successgful, the tawn should not be named after any of them, such
as Bushville and so forth, after 0.C., Bush. These men were, John
Ramsey, Edward D, Paige, Martin Ryerson, Albert McNomee, David C.
Bush, Thaddeus Garrison and E£. W, Hamilton.

There were , 1 am teld, two others, but no one seems to
remember their names. By their dedication and perseverance of a
number of visits to Irenmton, tae the N,J. State Assembly, they weres
finally succesgsful and on April 8, 1902 a Certificate of
Incorporation Was granted establishing the Hunicipality of
Qakland,. This certificate was signed by Governor Dickenson, an

April 15, 1%02.

Mrs. Potash and 1 having arvived and made our home in

Osgkland on May the first, 1927, i had the pleasure of qgetting
acquainted with Ffour of these men. David C. Bush, Albert McNomee,
Thaddeus Garrison and Mertin Ryerson. We had a number of
conversations, It wes the wish of these men, that is all of them,

that Oakland remain a residential community and it's beauvtiful
gsetting in the Ramepo Mountsins be preserved.

I learned a great deal from them,. They were men that
were sound in character,  Firm in their opinions, and followed
their faith by their attendasnce in the Ponds Reformed Church of
Oakland.

David c. Bush ran the general stere, where the Wigwam
was, Albert McNomeez, priovr to the D. C. Bush steore, had a store
also located on Ramapo VYalley Roged. When [ was one of the three
Lax AasgeSSOTS af Oakland, we would be walking down Ramapo Valley
Road and he would see us and he would invite us over to the store
and we would end up in the back of the shop, where he had s barvrel
af herd cider. 0f course all three of us had to have a glass of
cider and I tell you, it was hard!

Well, he wanted to know if we were inmcreasing his
assesgments and I remember telling him yes, not two much. He
would want us then to show him that other comparab:e properties
Wwere increased in like manner in their assessments, He was then
satisfied.
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THE BEGINNING OF OAKLAND

Prior to April 8, 1902 the lands camprising Dakland were
part gf Franklin Township. At that time there were a group of men
living in Bakland that Felt the folks in this area should have a

tawn of their own ., They decided amongst themselves, if
successful, the tewn should not be named after any of them, such
as Bushville and so forth, after D.C. Bush. These men were, John

Ramsey, Edward OD. Paige, Martin Ryerson, Albert HcNomee, David C.
Bush, Thaddeus Garrison and £. W. Hamilton.

There were, I am told, two others, but no one seems o
remember their names. By their dedication and perseverance of 3
numhertr of visits te Trenmton, tao the N,J., S5tate Assembly, they were
finally guccessful and oRn April 8, 1302 a Certificate .of
Incorporation was granted establishing the HMunicipality of
Qakland. This certificate waes signed by Governor Dickenson, eon

April t5, 1902.

Mrs. Potash and I having arrived and made our home in
Oakland on May the first, 1927, 1 had the pleasure of gektting
acquaeinted with four of these men. David €. Bush, Albert HcNomee,

lhaddeus Garrison and Martin Ryerson. He had a number of
conversations. It was the wish of these men, that is all of them,
that Oakland remsin a residential community and it's beautiful

setting in the Ramspo Mountains be presesrved.

1 learned a great desal from them. They were men that
WeTe sound in character,  firm in their opinions, and FfFollowed
their Faith by their gttendance in the Ponds Reformed Church of
Gakland.

David C. Bush ran the general store, where the Wigwam
Was. Albert McMomee, prier te the D, CT. Bush store, had a store
also located on Ramapo Velley BRoad. When 1 was one of the three
tax assessors af Bakland, we would be walking down Ramapo Valley
Road and he would see us and he would invite us over to the store
and we would end up in the back of the shop, where he had a barrel
af hard cider. DFfF course all three of us had to have a glass of
cider and I tell yow, it was hard!

Hell, he wanted to know if we were increasing his
assessments and I remember telling him yes, not too much. He
vould want us then to show him that other comparable properties
were incresased in like manner imn their assessments. He was then

satisfied.




THE MAYORS

Mayor Amus W. Hopper - 1902 - 1909

You will note as you read the folleowing minvtes of the
first meeting af the Borough Council held en May 19, 1902, that
they state it was held at Ivy Hall, with bPavid C. Bush as the
first reuneil president, and Amos Hopper as first mayor. Amos
Happer was Dakland's first mayor. His term ran fraom May 12, 19G2
- 1909. Ivy Hall was located an Ramapo Valley Road, just a little
nortth of the site of the present Police headquarters. [t was
completely burned out and 2 great many of the records were
destroyed, but fortunately, the minutes books were foaund intact.
IThe following minutes were wroitten by Thaddeus Garrison, first
Borough Clerk of Qakland.

Did you know that Martin Ryerson served as borough eclerk,
I believe for the first two terms of Mayor MacEvoy?

Maost af the activities of Mayor Hopper's terms of effice
were in getting the management of the Borough of QOakland in order.
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Mayor Edward D. Paige - 1210 - 1911

Mayort Paige, cur second mayor, was in private life a
stockbraoker, and owned all that land from the cornrer of Rt. 202
and Franklin Avenue ahd Hiaswatha and Franklin on up to where the
large clubhouse building used to be . It was a large tract of
land. Franklin Avenue, from Route 202 on up was called Paige's
Hill for a great many years. The records show that it was a farm
cf some 700 acres You will note that takes in the Yan Allen House
of the Oakland Historical §pciety and the building acraoss froem it,
that has a brook flowing under it. The total area was called
Vygeberg. There was a large field back in those days. I remember
it well, for 1 used to cut the hay.

Mayor Paige did grow considerable vegetables, and also
from the large number of hensj Bggs. These were taken to the
building just across from the Van Allen House, the building the
brook runs under, and there they were processed for the marketbt.
1he "farm was also called the Vygeberg Farm Products.

The following is a copy of the first council meeting of
Mayocr Paige:



7%;'4’;// j Z&/ﬂ"_... i

: ’F_A'Jé.é_'é e /

M _Af_‘_(ﬂ'_df—&r— Y A %

Puc By

,z;/,m., et M

.
A 3 O IR

. /([ Lt e ettt
muzf;:wr SAlAlr At o £ /

P 2 R o 2 Y

: &—%&éw i Jé{//'/iﬁjﬁ-— //

clerib, /;47—2:‘” zé.ﬁé %W v

: /f—’é’ﬂfd//‘ ,a_d‘,(, @&%L@Mé
///i’w xA«/«/ﬁ/fZ{% M/Z

Popeaipe Ll oz o T -

—%144& &Mg&&,ﬂ /4—/’-,.,-
//M.,m,(,” il 2 %// %«, %é;@a,.

e N g et el

’J'H—ua-—v—t-—pm.‘..-,__... "

B < P Vol

P /u—ﬂwe—-“ a—«_..-d,__-

- '——.__WW% g’"’c—"‘-t’ %{—W‘M éft_a-

,Z// Tt Lot L i s ﬁd—l.——‘fé-{.{'u et At w‘z“-_;‘fd

oty pnse A’%nf//ﬁfm ,@é, &&/‘/ LR el ,(,2’@ ﬁrwvﬁ—

- /Z&-‘M.-J_aw/n& at ﬁ/f}' Bl A ot M ’:&'ﬂ""‘ %‘ -

- Lo %;M%%J/m- S/
Rttt el Salile o /%7/@% ¢ Crvevin bocun
0‘,,{ &, _ b K /. Ic’. .

b .—-;.a:--' ﬁ Rt tict. ,,ZL Wa’””:&;_:-:v ,&Z‘_‘Z’ R

: , zscep Mo-uwi‘ A lat o™ et - P ’ /Ap :3;_?
’."‘.V%W'///r/ /-"' — i ': St e ik H““:-‘»-"Lﬂ@:‘fv'-— ""-'I—n":%




TR ‘:f :'.'_‘::‘;:; J(ﬂT{l‘s’l{ ;?'/,.L/ :\74’ —‘-TM.. < ;i;;- Aelt”
...-.:‘.., ‘. i /.._.. - 5 . v s a— é /A/
/Zzwﬁ..u_,







E [ B2 B 0 EEEELYLTES @S REP &N

Mayor Martin Ryersap -~ 1912 -~ 1913

We now come to the third mayor of the Borough of Oakland,
Martin Ryerson, As you have read previously, Martin Ryerson was
one of the men who founded the Borough of Oakland. In private
life he was an estimator and accountant of a large lumber
company. He was a stern man, fFirm in his convictions, and 2
devout follawer of his faith as a member of Ponds Church. He was
very frugsal, watching carefully the expenditures psid by the
council, and also watched carefully the price that was paid for
merchandise or equipment with his council en the srgsnizing of the

Borough of Oakland.
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Mayor A, Hobart Walton - 1914 - 1929

We now come to the fourth mayor of the Borough af
Dakland, A, Hobart Walton, He served longer thamn any of oury
MaByors. Eight terms, Back in those days the term of the mayor
was two years.

~ I —knew him well because he was the mayor when Mrs. Potash
and I ceme to Dakliand in 1927. He was immaculate in his dress.
Every hair on his head was where it was supposed to be, and gaing
back in those days, he wore knickers,

He also was road saupervisaor For Bergen County. The
Republican Party in our community became well organized in the 4,
Hobart Walton Republican Club. He certainly was handling the job
of mayor and for that reason he kept getting elected and elected,

Commuting service to Jersey City an the New York,
Susquehanna and Western Railroad was beautiful, Plenty of trains
in each direction, There was even one train that left Jersey City
at 11:30 at night in case you wanted to attend a show in the
city, i commuted en the railread for about ten yeers, As more
and wmore individuals elected to drive to the city in their own
cars more and more of the trains were taken off so eventually all
service was abandoned.

ihere was also a bus line that ran from Paterson to
Pomptaon Lakes and came through Oakland on the hour.

The area between the old Railroad Station, noew the site
of ths old Post Office Building, ta Rt. 202, was just a dirt
area. Mayor Waltan, as road supervisor of Bergen County, had that
entire area black tepped, He had it done for free, but it became
a political iasue and in his lest term of office he was defeated
by Dr. Peter Dsmarest.

During Mayor Walton's term as mayar, 16 years, he hsd as
hisa borough clerk Frank Pulis. He wes & ruddy faced individual,

liked by all and.also served as chief of the fire department.

Mayor Dr, Peter Demarest - 193] - 1933

The Demarest family went back into QOQakland‘'s history a
very long time, it was 8 praminent name, Mayor Demarest in
private life was an educator inm New York City.

Mayor Demarest appointed William, Brindle, Jr. as his
borough elerk, and his son, Johpn Demarest, as boraugh engineer.
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There was a gsingle tax assessor at this time and there was
considerable talk that the various realty companies that held
large acreage were not assessed as much as they should be. The
result was that during Mayor Demarest's term a board of assessors

was named by ordinance, The first members of the board of
assessors were George R. Potter, Andrew Spear and Alexander
Potash, As we ocperated as the board of assessors We were

surprised to find that the assessed value on the realty companies
with the large holdings was higher than any comparable holdings.
I put in effect in the assessor's office, a system that is still
used to this day and is presently being installed in the
assessor's affice in Franklin Lakes, ' I recently called, in 1986,
an official of the railroad that worked for the railroad at the
same time I did. I remember clearly what he said, "Al, you never
should have left the railroad. You would have gone far, for you
were quite a systems man",

Pay for the assessors was $100.00 per year. I believe in
the last couple of years I received $250.00 a year, as secretary.
1 had to take care of the records and prepare the assessment books

to be delivered to the Board of Taxation in Hackensack. I do
clearly remember each time I delivered the books they wanted to
know who wrote these books up, and 1 said, "My wife, Mrs.
Potash", Well, they said it was the most beautiful handwriting of

all the books 72 towns in Bergen County submitted. She did have a
beautiful handwriting,

At the time that Mayor Demarest was in office West
Oakland Avenue was just a dirt roasd with a few buildings. More
buildings had been constructed over the years and the council
decided the road should be paved. Specifications were drawn and
the low bidder started work., Concrete pavement was put down. In
later years it was given it's blacktop coating,

All residents and businesses up to this time had their

own wells, Oakland did not have its own water system, A meeting
of the Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor and Council was held in
Brindle's Inn, owned by the borough clerks parents, I can well

remember Mrs., Brindle's apple pies, They were a good two inches
thick and very juicy.

The sub ject at this meeting was; Should Oakland have &

\watggJ,system. The answer was, Yes. The plans and specifications

were drawn and work began, the laying of the w-~ter main and so
forth. As an inducement to residents to tie into the water
syastem, they were told iF they did so before a certain date no
charge would be made for this connection.



Maost residents took advantage of this offer, but still
there were not enough users and for quite a while the water system
ran in the red, In those days as much as $20,000.00 was placed in
the boraugh budget ta compensata for the deficit in the water

department, As more and more users signed, by reason aof more and
morTe new hames, it was finally reduced te $to,000.00 and
eventually the water department was in ths black.
- — .
It was an enormaus venture. Wells had to be drilled,
pumping stations, storage tanks and so forth, One of the side

effects was that insurance rates on homes dropped quite & bit.

I believse it was somewhere in the 1930's. I cannot
recall, but it was one aof those years of the big depressian. The
boraough council was offered, by a developer, $150,000 for a permit
ta operate 8 cemetery on all those lands on the narth side as you

ge up Long Hill Road, Council meeting, held at the top of the
Yawpo firehouse, was Jammed with people. There were a great
number of them on the outside of the hall that could not get in,
b.C. Bush led the cppositiaon, to the proposed project, He
referred ta it 8s changing our town from the valley of homes to
the valley of cemeteries. "He gave a very vivid picture of what
we would ba seeing each day - hesrses and hearses and hearses.,"

He was colarful, The result was that the council rejected the
project. ;

Mayor Arthur Frost -~ 1934 - [935
At thur Frast followed Peter Demarest as Mayor of
Dakland, Arthur Frest for a number of years was also principal of

Qekland Publie Schaoal and I believe about the same -time, or a
little later, he had his own private school in Hackensack.

Arthur Frost wasg a8n exceptionally fine baseball player.
We had a number of fine semi-professional baseball teams in
Dakland at that fime. Arthur played in @one of QOakland's
semi-professional tesms, [ think he was a pitcher.

There existead at this time a peculiar palitical situation
that caused harsh electicns. There was the Welfare League C1lub
and the A. Hobart ¥alton Republican Club, In the primary electian
the A. Hobart Waltan candidates were successful, Then the Welfare
League would pick up the defaated Republican candidates of the
primary and run them as candidates in the general election and thes
fight would stsrt all over.

They were paper bellats at that time, You wrote on thae
paper ballet yaur selection for whom you wanted to vote. New,

!
n
[




o o a

thers were aonly about 3oon voters and the paper ballots, at the
close of the polling time, had to be counted by hand.

There were always & number of controversies as to whether
it was a marked ballot, one side or the other trying to get the
bailot thrown out, g0 that some of these countings went on until
midnight or ohe in the morning, =ven though there were only 300
ballots to count,. What a difference today with the vating

machines,.

I was reappointed by Mayor Frost as tax assessol. I
ofFten think the appointment was made to keep me quiet politicsaslly.

Mayor Clifford F., MacEveoy - 1%36 -~ 1941

Mayor MactEvoy was an exceptionally brilliant man. He was
a banker and 8 large contractor. You will note bhis years of
office ware during the Great Depression. A bank in Newark was in
trouble, as many banks were in those yesrs. He took the bank
over, brought it into 8 going financial institution. Eventually
the bank had seven branches in the Newark sarea. He built the
MacEvoy Court apartment building on Roselle Avepue in Newark, with
262 apartments and | gswimming pool and bowling alleys in the
basement. He was & graduste of the Newark College of Engineering
and therefore gn. engineer in his owhn right. He formed the
tl1ifferd F., MacEvey Engineering Company and as such built Wanague
Dam, in Haskell, which reservoir snd waters now supply the city of
Newark and other adjoining communities. He built the railroad in
Maryland fer the federal government, esnd there were several other
large projects hise company completed.

At a public council meeting someone ssked why there were
so many turns in Route 202 from Suffern to OGakland. His reply was
that he thought the designers of %the route had followed the cow

path.

While Mr. HacEvoy was Mayor, 8 developer presented maps
dividing a number of large tracks of land into approximately 1500

sixty foot frontage lots, The meetings went on for quite a few
months and Mayor MacEvoy persueded the council to reject the
application. One of the reasons for the rejection was Hayor
MacEvoy's gquestioning of the developer, Mayor MacEvoy; "What

price rangse will these homes be in?" and when quoted the various
rangs of prices he then esked, "Is that the cusﬁﬁur the selling
price?" and when they replied, "The selling price” he stated to

. the councilmen, "If you want to waste your time on this, go ahead,

I don't". It should be resjeected, and it was". Unfartunately the
maps were passed by the mayor and couneil of a subzseguent



administration, May 12, 1944.

Bear in mind, Mayor MacEvoy's term of office was during
the Great Pepression, and the federal government, under President
Roosevelt, treated the Wark Progress Administration, commonly
called the WPA. The objective of the WPA was to approve projects
by municipalities, cities and others, particularly those projects
that cauld _“e done by hand, thusg creating mere jobs for more
peaople, Mayor MacEvaoy, being well know in the state, was
instrumental in having a number of proposed projects, improving
our streets, appraoved. I worked an some of the streets., The men
shoveling the gravel received 50 cents an hour, I received @7
cents an hour for myself and my 3 tan dump truck. It was not much
pay but by the same token all the food you purchased was very
cheap, and it therefore gave men with families some income.,

1 remember working on Crosby Lane. Alongside of the road
was a small pond, used a9 a swimming  hole. It had & diving
board. Most af the employees were Oakland resjdents, s0 we all
knew ane another, and 1 called for Harry Hall, I was on the
diving board and I told Harry, "Look down and look at the size of

those fishes?, He went out on the diving board and | shoved him
in the pond. He caught up with me and threw me in the pond., The
foreman, Jack Bellom, was an unusually fine wman., He just said,

"Cut out the horseplay",

gn the same jab at another ~time, I went to Buecky

Carlough. He was the man in charge of the toslshed, I told him
1 had an awful toothache and I had to go home. "Well", he said,
"there is ne one here to drive your truck. Let's ga dawn and talk
to Jack Bellom, the foremsan.® He went down there and I told
Jack. 1 sald, "I have an awful toothache. Just cam't stand it.
Jack said,"Bucky, I think there's some toothache drops in the
toolshed". Bucky came back and he sald, "Which one is it," and I
toock out my false teeth and said, "It's that one theret" We all

had a good laugh.

Mayaor MacEvoy, being an engineer, drew the plans for the
Ponds Memorial Building, and submitted them to the Works Progress
Administratiaon. The plans were approved, He placed a few of his
heavy earth moving equipment on the site, -which amounted to
hundreds af dollasrs daily rental, and credited it to the Borough
af Gakland, as part af the Borough's care, He received no
reimbursement from either the WPA or the Borough of Dakland. It
Was his gift, He encouraged sll of the local craftsman,
carpenters, plumbers and electricians to contribute of their
time, I hit a few nails in the building myself. He was quite an
erganizer, and of unusual ability to get things done.
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The Ponds Memorial Building, a replica of the old Ponds
Church, was fFinally completed in 1936. The original church
building had been on the southwest Corner of Long Hill Road and
Route 202.

Ponds Memorial Building served for & number of years as
the meeting place for the mayor and council and all of the borough

boards, It also served as the center for social activities. Many
a dance was held there. At the time that the school population
was overflowing, it was used as a classroom, Sunday school,
bowling, civil defense, and the first clinic for polio shots were
held there. The building is presently the home of the Oakland
Public Library, The inside ceiling architecture has been
preserved. The old Ponds Church had collapsed, and Mr, MacEvoy
removed the stones, They are now part of the new Ponds Memorial
Building, The supporting columns of the new building also came

S e=— <GgET

from the old church.

A ceremaony was held, dedicating the new Ponds Memorial
Building, attended by a large group of Dakland residents. The
program of that ceremony is in the possession of Mrs. Connie
Monks, who is naow co-chairman af the committee organized to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the building. Behind the
cornerstone of the building was placed a metal box. A number of
local residents were permitted to put some memorabilia of 1936 in

the box, At the time this was done it was agreed that the
cornerstone and box should be removed in the expiration of 50
years, 1986. This was done by the celebrating committee, headed

by Mrs. Connie Monks and Mrs. Gerri Schrier.
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The Ponds Memorial Building, &n enlarged replice of the
1928 Church af the Ponds, dedicafted July 17, 1937. From this time
until the canstruction of the present munucipal building, this
structure served both as the seat of municipal government and the

center for community affairs, The rrd sandstone blocks used at
the corners of the building date back to the 1740 hexaganal
church. The weatervane once signaled wind direction Ffroem atop the

octagonal steeple of the 1829 church.




B EE YE B D B S o o o o

HARRY GALE McNOMEE

: 1 commukted on
cit}'n

commuted and one day he sat by me
in the church, (meaning Ponds
money to pay the minister" and 1
coal. Then he said:

four men and see if
days, in the big depression,

possibly $100,000. Gale McNomes
committee and I said of course 1
were to meet. pretty near all th
the fipancial trouble in the ch
man who he ‘Lthought should chal
Potash. I got up, I really didn't
a member of the churech,. My wifs
School teachers in the Pondsas

sevean ar eight or mare of the men
tomorroW, and get the job done

agreed.,

1 want
at the fine cooperation
wpid the Rabbi call

surprised
a crack,

the reilroad for about
It was 8 beautiful way ta travel.

Church)}.

we can't raise about $3,000.
$3,008

from houss to house,

on you yet?"

10 years to Jersey
Harry Gale McNomee also
npl, we're in trouble
We do not have enough
about

and said:

helieve he said something

vytm thinking of organizing 8 committee 'of

Now in Ethose
] would say today would be
asked me if 1 would .serve on the

would and to set the date when we

e men showed up. Gail told them
ureh, then went aon to eulogize a
T the committee and he named Al
know what to say, for 1 was not
and her mother were both Sunday
I then suggested if there werne
present who would want to start
in a week., A number of the men

ringing doerbells, and 1 was
Though someone made
and we

I received,
but I kept geing

finished the Jjob and we raised about $3,300.



Hhile Mr. MacEvoy wag mayor I was still the tax assessor
and a Mr. C. E. Chapman called me one day. He had a number of tax
bills and would like to see where the properties were located.
The Catholic retreat on Route 202, a large, beautiful structure,
was Mr. Chapman's home. I met with him, showing him the different
praperties that his tax bills covered. We stood an the sidewalk
loaking down at the lend that now comprises the recreation area,
and he said to~me, "1 wonder why my secretary ever had me buy that

hole in the ground, and what could it ever be used for?" I
replied that it adjoined borough properties, and suggested the
town might be interested in buying it. He asked, "What do you
think I can get for it 1 replied, "Farty dollars an acre®,
which is what it is assessed for on the tax rolls. The total arean
was appraximately 30 acres., I suggested I might pursue it for
him, which i did. 1 contacted Mayor HacEvay and he and the
council Were quick to go in action,. fhe borough purchased the

praoperty for $1,200.00.

Mayor MacEvoy resigned in his fourth term as mayor, as he
formed the MacEvoy Ship Building Cerporatian in Savennah,
Georgia. We were fortunate in having him as our mayor.

Mayar Gerard Groatendorst - 1941 =- 1947
When Hayor MacEvay resigned in 1941, Councilman
Grootendorst finished thea year, During Mayor MacEvoy's last term
of office Gerard Grootendorst and Herbert Williams  were
councilmen, Herbert Williams was the president of the council and

in accordance with previous occasians when the mayor resigned the
president of the council usually took over. Herbert Williams,
referred to as "Bert" was very capable, and an intelligent man.
He should have had HMayor MacEvoy's unfinished term, but who knows
what politiecal maneuvering goes on amongst six councilmen, and
Grootendorst got it, that is he was Mayor MacEvoy's successor %o
fill out the unexpired term.
%

Gerard Grootendorst migrated fraom Holland to the United
States, located in Dakland, and staprted his  horticultural
business, For his plants and trees he had a8 nursery on that land,
atill vacsnt, across from the First Aid Building.

He was g8 proud men, proud that he was mayor of Oakland.
I mever called him Mayor when we were Ltogesther privaetely. 1 would

always 88y, "How is the burgermsister today?" Burgermeister is a

term used in Holland for mayorvr.

At the mayor and council meeting on May the 17th, 1944,
the first section of the National House and Farm map, creating 60

EED



foot lots, was approved.

The following is a rTecord of the maps of the Nationeal
Home 8and Ffarm, cutting large areas into 60 foot front lots, as
approved by the borough council, Section 1, May 12, 1344,
Seetion 2, December 8, 1944, Hay 5, 1945, April 13, 1946, February
28, 1947, Hay 2, 1947, All these maps were approved during the
administration of Maycr Brootendorst. It igs unfortunate when you
remember that an attempt was made tp approve the first section in
#tayor MecEvoy's administretion and rejected, thet the following
administration did not change the zoning of the Borough of Oakland
From 530 foot frontage to 100 foot frontage.

Mayor Charles T, Mpog - 1948 - 1951

Charles T. Moog followed MHayor Grootendorst. The Moogs
lived in Oakland quite a number of years, and sent one son through
college. He is now a doctor in California. Mayor Moog was in the
real estate business,.

=

During thisg period of time Oakland Heights and Cottage
Estates Development came into being, ] became a councilman in
1951 and examined the maps closely ip Oakland Heights. I didn't
liks ane storm drain coming right down the center of that entire
development. I got hold of the engineer, pointed this out and
said, "The storm drain system should run down the street, a ecatech
basin on each gorner and soc forth or we're going to have floods".
Well, there was quite @ rumpus over it and the council backed me

up.

A short ‘time later, on examining the map of Oakland
Heights again, I called Charlie Bartlett, the building inspector,
and said, “"Stop giving oyt building permits in Oskland Meights™,.

Charlie said, "Al, ars your drunk? They have a filed map en the
propercty." Well, I said, "Put a stop order on them." Milken, the
develgoper, came to all the council and threatened to sue the tawn

and nwhat net, and I teld the council, "BDon't be concerned, I'11
know vhen to beek off, but I want some of those locts cut out and
the land distributed amongset the others, making the fraontage
greater ."

Well, Hilkon came to my house and he was threatening
suit, 1 said, ®“Wait & minute. What are you sounding off for? You

don't know what I*'m aftsr, Loeok, in the back~there,. on Seton
Hall. Why don't you cut out a number of lots, take that land and
"distribute it around the ©other lots and make the frontage
greater?® He said, "Do I have to change the road alignment?" I
gaid, "No, Jjust cut out some of the lots.™ Well, he came back,



and he cut out quite 8 few lets and all the Jots in that area
jumped to 25 ta 105 frontage. 1 gueas after that things went
along pretty serenely.

Mayor Arthur VYervaef - 1952 « 1953

Ffollowing Maysr Moog was Mayor Varvaet, who was not only
the mayor, ~out also an elected member of the New Jersey Assembly,
the first such member of the asaembly for the Borough of fakland.
I was a councilman during his term of aoffice.

The tennis court opposite the food stand at the
recreation field was installed, Water pipe led to it so that in
the winter the courts could be flaooded for ice skating. A number
af the baseball fields were completed, dugeocuts and so forth, and
the road leading from the second railroad crossing to Pompton
Lakes was paved. This was a state job, meaning that the bulk of
the cost was paid by the state. During the construction the state
had an inspectar supervising the wark so that all specifications
were fulfilled,

Mayer Yervaet was a young man, 1 believe he was the
vyoungest mayor Oakland had. Very methodical in all detail, he was
a hard worker. He wanted to get things dene and not prolonged.

The water system expanded. More wells were built, always
seeing thaet there was adequate water supply to the residents.

His father, Arthur R. Vervaet, was a councilman during
Mayor MacEvoy's administratiocnh,. Community service he no doubt
inherited. He was glso a leader of the Boy Scouts in Dakland.
They used to meet in the building just across fram the VYan Allen
House,

ayar Yervasti's wifsa, Rye, wrote a book sbout Dakland,
called The Valley of Homes. For many years it was the only boaok
about Gakland, until in 1964, when The Years Batween was
published.

In 1952, during Mayor Vervaet's term of affice, the 50th
anniversgary of the Borough af Oakland Was celebrated with a
reanactment of thse original counecil meeting of 1902, Two of the
original participants were atill alive @&and present far the
occaeion, David C. Bush, the original Council President, and J.W.
D?Yue, the Borough Attorney.




In 1952 as part of Bakland's 50th Anniversary celebration
a re-snactment of the First Council meeting in Oakland history was
held in the Ponds Memorial Building,. WHhere possible, each man
represented himself; where not possible, either 8 member of the
man's family or snother leading citizen played the role. The main
participants in ths picture weras - seated from left to right:
Paul Schorr (as 1902 Councilman E. D. Paige), Christian Bannehr
{as 1902 Councilman Albsrt McNomee)}, David C. Bush {1902 Council
Preaident)}, d. W. DeYeo (1982 Borough Atterney), Henry R. Happer
{as 1902 Mayor Amoe W, Hepper), John Garrison (es 1902 Councilman
T. A. Garrison), Alonzo Ramsey (as 1902 Councilman John Ramsey),
Walter Ryerson (as 1902 Councilman Martin Ryerson); standing from
left to right: He G. Toy (1952 Councilman), Johmn Pauls (1952
Councilman}, H. Gale McNomee (Master of Ceremonies), FEugene
Sensenbach (1952 councilman), Williard L. DeYeo, Arthur W. Vervaet
{1952 Mayer), William Richasrdson (1952 Councilman), Alexander
Potash (1952 Councilman), Charles £ly (1952 Councilman}, and
William Malcolm (as 1902 Councilman Dr, E., W, Hamilten).



Mayor Alexander Potash - 1954 - (941

Alexander Potash sarved three years as a councilman
during the term of Mayor VvVervaet. Mr. Vervaet wes not only the

berough mayer, but also a membery of the New Jersey State
Assembly,. He called the six councilmen together one evening and
told g} he would not run for reelection as mayer, buft would run
for Feelectian as N.J. State Assamblyman, which he did
successfully, "Therefore" he said, "you councilmen will have tag
get together and cthoosae one of you to run FfFor election to the
mayor's job. But, he said, "Yhere is one man among ysasu that has
garned ik, and that is Al Potash," They agreed, but 1 did not
give them an answer at that meeting, I went home to talk it over
with Velma, She said, "Al, don't do it. You will get hurt." I
replied, "I don't think se, Velma. 1've worked hard at that Job
@2s councilman and [ helped a great many peagple." 1 then filed the

necessary petition for election as mayor,. To my surprise no oane
elsae filed, I was unopposed, and therefore, naturally, elected to
my first term as mayor.

Follawing Mayer Vervaet, [ had the benefift of three years
as a councilman and I was therefore well acquainted with the
operations of the Borough of Oakland.

One af the first things we accomplished was to open the
meetings to the publice at the beginning and at the end of the

meeting. It was surprising, as we heard from the residents, how
many of the suggestions Wera good, and we would put them into
practice. af course there Weras also complaintas, primarily

drainage.

&)

Muriel] Russy was the borough clerk while I was mayor.
Muriel toak shorthand and thst came in very handy because I was
guite a letter writer. Dn ane ocecasion VYelma and I were on
vacatiaon in Key West, Florida, I got a phone call from a
councilman, It was a very important call., I telephaned tg
Muriel, back in Qakland, getting her out of bed at 1:30 in ths
marning, and dictated a letter to all councilmen, I asked Muriel
to see that the letter I dictated wsas deliversd to each councilman
by the police. In this and Bvery other situation she was
immensely helpful to me, as mayor. Thanks, Muriel,

I ramember, I rTeceived, by way af the telephone, a
complaint from a lady, that her neighbor's pigeons were dirtying
on her roof, 1 asked, "Are you friendly with your neighbor?" she
replied, "Yag" and I said, "You are not gaing to be friendly with
her anymore,"” of caursge she wanted to know why and 1 said,




"Because you called me!" I suggested ta her that before she went
any further, she go nmnext door, ta her neighbor, in a calm,
peaceful wWaY, and talk things over and call me back and let me
know how she made out. She cslled back and said everything was

fine,

After the war was over the status of the 60 feoot frontage
lot buyers had changed. Lots were now bheing seold. Builders, that
is house builders, wers , buying them up. I wrote a letter, as
mayor, to each of the axisting home owners in these areas pointing
out what was heppening &snd suggesting to them that if they had a
ot next to them, buy it, or if there was a lot between themselves
and the neighbors, buy it and each take 30 feet. Pointing out to
them that they came here to Oaklend for open space and that was
their best method at this particular time to keep some open space
sround their home,. Some home owners later told me that they did
that, others would say thsy were sorry they did not do it.

He passed a zoning ordinance making the frontage 90 feet
instead af 50 feet and thereby saslvaged a few lots, but the house
builders' were gmart and if they bought two lots adjoeining, they
purchesed them in different names, All single lot owners in order
to acqguire building permits, had to go before the thep Board af
Adjustment, and prove hardship that no other adjoining land could
be purchased, The Board of Adjustment was not in a very strong
position because they were dealing with an established msp.

Council meetings, as well as all the boards of the
barough, were beld in the Ponds Memorial Building. The barough
clerk's offieep was in ane of the wings of the Ponds Memorial
Building, the police depsrtment in the aother. The tax collector's
office was in his own home, as were the secretaries to the other

boards.

The barough of Oakland had its greatest population growth
during the late 19507's. We were getting as many as 200 to 250 new
homes construected sach year.

The recreation fField also demanded increased
construction. An ordinance was passed creating the ‘recreation
commission, It was felt it was a large operation and it would be

best to delegate to a commission, also help to remove it from
politics. '

At one point the recreatian commission asked me to
‘provide ean ofFicial Little League baseball Field. ! looked up the
Spalding Guide for specifications For such a field, placed my own
company's earth meving equipment without charge. Got the field



finished, and then asked some of the builders in town if they
could furnish the cinder nlocks for ths dugout, This they did.
Then I asked, "How am I going to get them in place?” They agreed
ta do the masonry work.

MHhen the field Was completed and they had a time of
dedicatien thete was a large sheet held over the gscoreboard. When
it was unfolded it was named Potash Field. i found out later that
they had asked our sons if they thought ! would have any objection
to it. Sg it wass quite a surprise to me when it was named Potash
Field. 1 think the only Ffunds that the borough had ta put into it
Wwere the backstop and the secoreboard.,

The recreation commission began by running various
affairs to raise funds. I called the commission's attention ta
the fact that any funds they raised would have to be placed in the
town Eredsury. 1 suggested that they create a recreatiaon

committee comprised of three members of the Mather's Club, three
membe?r of the Father's Club and three members of the commission.

then, whatever funds they rajsed would not have to be placsed in
the town treasury. ! admenished them never to let the borough
council know what they had, or the cauncil might try to spend it
for —them. They followed this practice. All funds raised were

always used for the recreation program. tt is good prectice for a
mayor and council, on a large project, such as the recreation, to
create a board for the eoncentrated management without council
interference.

Right in front of the Ponds Memorial Building was a large
depression. Looking at it, | said to myself, "lhat's ap auful
looking mess. I'1} see what 1 can do with it. "™ IThere was a knoll
behind the municipal building. It had to be remaved. 1 contacted
contractors whao needed the dirt and made 8 deal. Far every load
they took aut, one load had to be placed in the depressiaon.,
Befare this was started, 1 placed my own company's bulldozer on
the site and stripped all the topsoil, so that when we finally got
the ground elevated the topsoil could be put back.

fs this area began to be cleaned up I began to seg& &8
park. I went to the borough engineer, Jonhn Brumbar and asked for
same designs. He provided the design you see NOW st no cost to
the berough.

’ As a caontractar we were the succegsful low bidder of the
installation af the water main s8long Gerdan Avenue, in Wayne.
Thers was aone house with a front lawn, right out to the edge of
the pavement, that was 3 mass af all colers of mountain pink. I
rang the doorbell of the house and when a lady answered ] told




her that From the adgae of the pavement, ten feest back, was the
borough of Wayne's right-of-way and that I had to come through
there to lay part of the water main. I told her we were in the
process of building a perk in Oakland and would she mind if I sent
men from my company in there and removed the mountain pink to our
park. She agreed, and we had them planted in the bank af .the
park., On a Saturday or Sunday many @ car stopped to take s
picture of it,

Thea only expense to the town for the park +vas in
providing the mixzed stone for the driveway through the park. I
did not want this driveway blacktopped. I wanted to keep the
country appearsnce, and Councilman Sigler, who was in charge of
Road and Water, later Tan a8 water line down through the park so
the area could be watered in times of drought,

There were two large spaces, one on each side of the
monument ares, that were developed for planting. The one had a
humber of azalea plants and was gquiite a beautiful sight when in
bloom. On the other side Feggy Sumsn, lesder of the Girls Scouts,
wanted ‘an aresn to plant the Girl Scout Emblem. The emblem was
planted in tulips, and lasted for several years. There was a
picture taken of it at the time, Various people in the community,
including Mayaor Bauer, gave plents to the park. Former Mayorp
Grootendorst planted the crabapple trees on the Flat bordering Oak

S5trest. They are quite large now, and a beautiful sight when in
bloom,

The park was completed and the day came For it's
dedication. This Wae done in 1961. I met with three or four

members af Pust 369 of the American Legicon. It was decided to
name it Veterans Park,. We went over and over again what wording
to place on the bronze pleaque on the large stone and again and
again it always came back to what Don Dearise wrote, "A grateful
community dedicates this 9park to the memory of veterans of all
warg, " This is now on the plaque,

Milton Pultis, Road and Water Superintendent, came to me
and said, AL, we have to heve a new well field and it should be
out in the northern part ofF the Borough of Oaskland.” The acreaqge
picked was owned by Sidney Soons. Mr. S5oons was an attorney at
law and [ met with him in his home in Englewood C1iffs, He was in
bed at tha time with an ailment, but he thought $10,000 an acre.

I said, "You'll bresk the town." I teld him we nelTed about four
acres, Now his home was on the knoll overlooking that area and he
said, "y don't want to look down on those concrete blockhouses
from my window in my home," I replied, "How would it be if we

plented evergreen trees closge together, that would hide the



structure.” Well, he liked that, We finally agreed to $1,080 an
acre and evergreesn trees. It turned aut to be a beautiful well
field and the wells that were drilled produced water in abundance,
except that well closest to Ramape Valley Road. I had asked Milt
haow we Wwere Fixed for funds on these projects and he tald me we
Were all right. I then suggested we try a well closer to the
river, which We did, and again . we sure struck sn abundance of
wakber . —

A number of streets were gravel penetration and at
certain intervals an application of rosd oil had to be applied,
which was then covered by fine stone, usually called 1/4" staone.
When I1° use the term road oil, it was liquid asphalt and ligquid
tar, put down under great heat.

As a centraector, we were the guccegsful low bidder for
building the Stonetown Road in Ringwood, A salesman at thaft time
came up to m e soliciting some of the material that had to be

placed in the road construction. He said te me, "that road
supeTrTintendent you have over in Oakland is a dope." I wanted to
know why, He said, "I gave him the prices on the road o0il, which
he said was 0K and then told him there was & 1/2 a cent a gallon
in it for him. He mads me take the 1/2 cent off the prices
submitted to the borough!" Yes, Milt was quite a man.

tater, as time rolled by, all streets were blacktopped,
eliminating any application of road oil.

The Road and Water Department building was built and at
one end there is a vary large caoncrete bimn that the dump trucks
back up to and dump the sand and gravel onto, That is the sand
and gravel later used during the winter on streets in the borough
during snow ar any icy conditien. The affice adjoining this
building for the road and water superintendent was built at the
same time.

€Considerable equipment was bought for the road and water
department, such as dump trucks, backhoes, spreader for applying
sand and gravel to the glippery roads, rocad sweeper, and squipment
for cleaning out catch basins. Additions!l squipment, some more
modernized, has since been added by the present wataer and reoad
superintendent, David Fagserlund, David Fagerlund was assistant
superintendent at that time that Pulis wes the superintendent.

) All the wells and the water storage tanks are cannected
electranically to the meter clocks in the superintendent’s
office. This is a complete system, showing the superintendent at
all times what is going on and alsoc permits him &to requlate any
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oneg of them if conditions warrant. Considerable extension of the
water main and additional storage tanks were built during this

perind.

A maycr,-during hig term of office, is a voting member of
the . planning board and the library board. 1 enjoyed each for the
eight years 1 was mayor. .

At ans of our meetings application by the owner aof the
site now occupied by the Oakland Historical Society, was made for
a gas station. 0f course we rejected it. Some years later, when
1 was out of office, ! rode by this property, and there was a sign
on it, "Fgr Sale’. 1 felt that the borough should own this site,
the Van Allen house, ' and I wondered how I should go aboubt it.
Well, 1 always knew, if I wanted to get a job done, and done
right, give it to the ladies. Sg I gathered, 1 believe, six or
eight ladies and after discussing it we attended the meeting of
Mayor Thornton and prevailed upon him to have the barough purchase
the property. He desigqnated Councilman Esak and me to negotiate,
We came hack ta the mayor and council and reported that the
property ‘ceuld be purchased for $32,000. They beught it, then
followed the BDakland Historical Society.

The councilmen and i discussed one evening the natural
benuty of Oakland, situated in the Ramapao Valley with the
mountaingsg on the west and the mountains on the east, wiith the
Ramapo River flawing through the valley, and that it was the
sbundance of treeas that played an impoartant part in the beauty of

the borough. We consulted the borough attorney as to how these
tresa could be protected and the result was that, I believe it was
in 1956, we passed an ordinance ereating the Shade Tree
Commission. The members of the commission were given, in the

ordinance, certain authority and respongibilities. At the present
time the Commission is replacing trees along Ramapo Valley Road,
where the old onss have died off. When new streets are created by
developers, the maps of those streets are submitted Dby the
planning hoard to the Shade Tree Commission and they in turn
report back to the planning board what trees they want planted on
eath gide of the astreet, thus insuring the continual planting of
tress along the hew Bbreets of our town,.

It was decided at 8 council meating that Oaklapd should
have it's own flag, and @ request be made to & very artistic lady,
Rhoda Deacecurso, asking if she would take on the jiﬂ_Uf designing

the Fflag. Rhoda egreed, so early in 1961 Rhoda Daccursoc designed
the flag and the cutting and sewing wasg daone by two Oakland women,
Mrs. Nelsan Essig and Mrs., Thomes Grillo. The 14 Karat gdold

thread and the tree colors on the flag were donated by the two



women deing the sewing.

The flag was first flown on the flagpole behind the large
stone monument in Vetsrans Park at the Memorial Day Celebratian
and services in 1961, It was later asadopted as Lthe official flag
of Bakland at a council meeting, Rhoda Daccurso explained the
ceolors of the flag; white represents demaocracy, the green of the
laaves are the green of Qakland. The large center green leaf is
bath the pagf and the future, The shadew Indian rider is to
remembery that in the past Indians once lived here. The flag is
now displayed on a8 wall of the meating room af the borough boards.

Also during the years of my administration, through the
hard work of the Chamber of Commerce, Councilman Herry Sigler, and
my awWn efforts, we were finally able to institute bus service to
New York City.

At a certain cauncil meeting there came up far publie
hearing an erdinance, part of which was penalties an burning on
the pavement, throwing leaves on the pavement, oar octher debris. A
gentleman arossa, called attention to that paragreph, and asksd,
"Is the Borough of OGakland violating the ordinance each time they
sand the roads?" [ replied, "Why dan't you ask me how many angels
can dance an the point of a needle?" It was a poor questian, for
certainly wWe all know that when the roads are slippery they are
sanded to prevent aceident and injury and to make them passable.

We thought the time had come to place all borocugh
employees under Civil Service, including the police, We felt it
was not fair to a Borough employee who had put same years in
service on the job to the borocugh and then have anather
administration come in and decides to let him go and put their own
friends in office, This was not fair, What we did also included
retirement and insurance, including Blue Cross and Blue Shield,
This was a common practice in business and industry, It also had
8 tendency ta keep employees an the job and not loaok elsewhere.

The time had come to do a rezoning of the entire town, to
upgrade land use and maintain some gpen space ., I recollect that
those undevedoped large acres of land were concentrated on, and
the zoning and the size of the lots were increased from 90 foot
frontage to 150 foot frontage, and 150 foot deep. The public
hearing on the new zoning osrdinance did nat go easily, Some felt
their sons would never be able te build a home here, but aon the
“whole it was accepted and passed inta law,

As mayor I enjoyed being a voting member of the planning
board, for it Was a very, very important board. The Planning
Board -




has the gssistance of a professional engineer, a professional

planner, and an attorney. The board contraols the orderly
development as to the use af land in accordance with borough
ordinances. When a developer ar the owner of a plot wishes to
subdivide it into lots, he must submit his plans and maps to the
planning board. Coples of the plans sre sent to the road and
water department, ths board of health, and to the board's
engineer. The engineer looks them over to see that =all the lots

are of 8 proper size. The road depasrtment superintendent examines
them tao see if the water mains to be installed are the proper
sizes and that the dry sewer pipes are shown on the plans. the
public hearing is then held. All adjeining property owners to the
proposed development must be notified and the proeof of such
notification submitted to the Board.

It wusually takes two or three meetings before a final
decision is made by the Board and if there are any major changes,
a public hearing must again be held. Practically the same
procedure takes place in the industrial or business zones.

The need for an sttorney at these hearings of the board
ig to ses that anything going forth is legal. Planning board
members receive no salary, only the secretary to the board
receives 8 sslary.

When I mentioned the plans being submitted to the various
boards 1 iaft out that they were also submitted to the planner,
who in his professional WEY could report if the plans were in
order DT could be improved upon. Also I omitted theat the road
superintendent also checks the drainesge system in the streets in
the proposed development.

When the proposed plans for the subdivision are completed
the maps ars called preliminary maps, which does not allow
comstruction until the final maps, that is plans, are then
gubmitted to the mayor and council, at which time another public
hearing is held and sgain all adjoeining property owners are
notified. If the plans are approved by the mayor and council the
borough engineer then submits to the council what the engineering
costs would be, that is the axpenses incurred by the borough
engineer, gnd the developer must place in escrow thast sum of
mMOonNey. He also advises the couyncil of estimated cost of the
streets, that is the paved streets, the drainage system, the water
main, and the planting of trees is valued at gand tecommended to
the mayor and council the amount of the bond that must be given to
the borough to guarantee that all this work will be dane. The
borough council does not release the bond until the borough
engineer certifies that all of the work has been completed. The



borough caunecil receives then, from the developer,

a maintenance

bond, 1 believe to cover two years, During that period of time,

if any defects in the work shows up, the developer is
repair it.

] Brainage now became an important issue. The
the 60- footw lot areas did not install any drainage
these lats Wwere being built en rapidly. The runoff
fFrom the roofs and the driveways was causing some

obligated

develaper
system.

of rainwa
flooding.

would visit some af these areas with the borough engineer, J
Brumbar, and we'd decide how much of the area, for construction
storm SewWers, was put up for bidding. I belisve it took wus ab
twa years to eateh up, for there were practically ten miles

streets in this development,

At the time that the recresgtion commission was for
discussion took place as to whether any of the business people
town wished to pay for the baseball wuniforms with their ad on the
back. This was discarded a8 undesirable. Some members of

commigsion felt we did not want to run an advertising

campaign.
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A TRIBUTE 710 THOSE COUNCILMEN WHO SERVED DURING THE YEARS

1954~ 1961

Charles Ely - Investment broker. very helpful on the
finances of the borough.

William Hutz - Retired husinessman.

dohn Tayiasr - Businessman.

Eugene Sensenbach - OFfficer in PSE & G.

John Walker - lived in Bakland a good many years, afficer in
Smoke Rise.

Kenneth MeBride - Membsr of the Ramapo Mountain Lakes

Country Club.

Harcld Munn - Barn in Oaskland, self-employed mason. .
William Richardson - Longtime resident, also with PSE & G.
George Stephens - Movie Operatar
Joseph P. VanVeooren - Self-smployed.
Harry Sigler - Owner of a furniture storage and moving van

company.
John Paul - 5glf~employed.

IfF @y terms of of fice as mayor were successful then I
must acknowledge, with gsincere thanks, these men, faor their
participation as cauncilmen. i was fortunate in having them as
parcitners in the management of cur community those years,. They
were makture, intslligent men, dedicated to the welfare of our

community. As matters came before us at a public meeting, there
was only one question, "I5 it goed for QGakland?" and if it was,
their answer ; "Yes, let's get it done!l" As 8 public meeting was

callied to order I sat signing vouchers, but when Jack Taylor or
Bill Richardson bagan to talk I stopped and listened, for whatever
they had to say was direct, and they did net mince words.
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Mayor Jdaseph ¥Y¥anVooren 1962 - 1963

Mayer VYanVYooren served two years #ag councilman during
Alexander Potssh's term of office. He therefore came to the
mayor's Jjob with a knowledge of the organizsetion and business gf
the Borough of Oakland. Buring his two years as mayoT he served
daing the borough's business in a2 businesslike manner. During his
term gf office he was aslso & member of the planning board and the
library board,

The VanVooren family and the McBride family both had members
attenting school in Paterson at the same time. Mayor VYanYooren
was anhe of these members, Hayor VanVooren introduced Nevins
MeBride to Mr. VanDenBerg, wha, at that peint in time, was the
aWner of all that land that is now the Oakland Industryrial Park.
The MecBride Company finglly purchased g1l of the VYanDenBerg
property. A public hearing was held at the Oakland Heights School
te determine the use of the land. At this hearing, if my memory
serves me carrectly, ! beliesve the issue of soil mining was
raised. That .ia that 8 certasin amount of soil mining had to be
done prior to the  establishment of an industrial park. Charges
Flew back and forth, It . was not a pleasant meeting fFor a mayor to
sit through, gnd he knew that what he was trying to do was good
For the Borough of Oakland.

— -



Oakland's then Mayor and Council - Seated From left to Tight:
John Taylor, Jr., Harrcy 8. Sigler, Council President John C.
Heavey, Jr., Mayocr T. Emmet Bauer, Thomas Jrainor; Standing
from left to right: Frank Leone and Robert S. Marx.

Hayor 1. Emmet Bauer 1964 - 1945
1990 - 1971
1976 - 1983

3

Mayor Bauer sarved over a total period of twelve years,
second as to the highest naumber of years that any mavor served our

community. The disruption of theas continuity of leadership in our
community, especially when that leadership is doing & superb job,
is nat good. The continuity of the business of the Borough of

Dakland is not broken for any change in administration. There
always remains four af the six councilmen to maintain that
continuity,

Mayor T. Emmet Bauer and his wife and one child arrivad
in Oakland in Febryary 1945. Hr. Bauer, besides being mayor, was
also a membar of the Dakland Board of Adjustment, the Oakland
Planning Board, Oakland Board of Education and the Ramapo Regional
-Board aof fducation. He came to the mayor's job well prepared, far
he was @ college graduate in law and the hesd of 8 large fnsurance
company claims department. During his terms of oFfice Uakland
Industrial Park, Hest Oakland Industrisl Park, shapping centers,
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the Medical Arts Buiilding on Post Read and the contract Ffor the
removal of the island in the Ramaps River, with the creation of
Paotash take wers begun. 1t was 3 period of rapid increase in our
community of —commercial and industrial building. He was always
willing to listen to the residents. He was an ogutstanding mayor
and unfortunately, due to palities, his terms as masyor were

interrupted.

Nansen Development was finalized,. Nangsen Development is
located above the Grand Union shaepping area and consists of
condominiums. A brook came down through that land. So the
banks were rip-rapped and an extra large reinfaorced concrete
drainage pipe was constructed from the end of the brook on East
Oakland Avenue to the Ramapo River, 1t was a very important
drainage instsllation.

The mayaor and council, in 1974, decided to let the
residents votae on whether or not they wanted the Dakland
Industrial Park. Therefore an the coming election, there was
placed ] referendum and Tesidents voted that they did want the

industrisl park,.

The gquestion of soil minmning in Dakland Industrial Park
was in controversy for s great many years. Mayoar Bauer settled it
in ] unique way. For every X thousand cf g0il removed the
developer -had to produce in the gonstruction of buildings X number
of dollars of rateables. It worked cuft very well.

Take into considerstion the industrial and business
construction in ouT community these years, such as Oakland
Industrial Park, West Oakland Industrial Park, Hedical Building eon
Post Road, Shoprite, and those industrial buildings constructed

dawn Spruce Street. In the year 1981, the total taxes received
from the industrial and business construction approximated three
million dallars . Someone said, "what good does it do me? My
taxes go up every year.," But please, stop and think, where would

our home taxes be if it were not for this industrial and business
income?

Each and gevery year of these projects discussion had to
take place and Hayor Besuer's background in private life, placed
him £n a very good position to see that the Borough of Oakland goat
everything it was entitled to and maybe a little more.

I .
Speaking of a little more, Mayor Baver, in his

"discussions with the McBride people, prevailed upon thenm to build

a firehouse in that area, and this they did, at no cost to the
Borough of Oakland, 1t was 8 stroke of management, for it gave us



a firehause on Yawpao, ane an the north end of town, up on the
hill, and now one on the south end of Oakland, up on the hill,
Beautiful fire protection, for the movement of fire equipment was
enhanced Eremendously. Fire trucks no longer have to slowly climb
the hills to respond to a fire ar an aeccident. They are now
housed in the fire houses at the top of the hills.

Mav~r John Heavey 1967 - 1968

Following Mayor Bauer was John Heavey, a lawyer in his
awn right, and associated with a large legal firm in Newark. He
was receliving so many telesphone calls frem the borough office that
his firm of fered him a propasition, If he would resign as mayor
they would make him a member of the firm, fhe resignation took
effect in his midyear of 1967.

Mayor Randelph Tharntan 1967 - 1969

Mayor Thornton wasg a councilman during Mayor Heavey's
term of effice and he was appointed by the eouncil to Fill out
Mayaor Heavey's term. Mayor Thornton stood for election at the end
af 1967 and was clected for two years {9648 and 1969. It was
during Mayor Thornton*tsg term of office that the ¥an Allen House
was purchased gand then became the Dakland Historical Society. In
private 1ife he was a banker.

Mayor ieroy Wright 1972 - 3975

The State of New Jersey changed the terms of office of a
mayar from Ewo years to four yesrs and Mayaer Wright was the first
mayor in the Borough of QOaklend to serve a four vyear term. In
private life he had his own business, primarily insurance.

Mayor Hright came into office at about the worst
political time anmy mayor could. The Oakland Taxpaysrs Associatian
was succeasful in electing some of its members to the council.
The council therefore consisted of Democrats, Republicans and

Independents, gagch trying to embarrass the ather. There was
shauting and table pounding and the audience sesemed to join in
with thair shouting. Throughout Meyor Wright's four yesrs as

m&yor , conducting borough council meetings, he never sat down. He
stood up the entire council meeting. Yet, some things did get
done . The Grand brnion shopping center moved to its present
lecatian, anly efter a goaod deal of trouble, but it did get done,
The Grand Union store is now larger than at its previous location
where the Sears store now igs Jocated. There were also constructed
a number of smaller stores and today it is a fine shopping center,
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well rounded with diversified stores, Large, national brand
campanies have sstablished stores, They serve the community well.

Mayor Wright found a locstion and established a youth
center . It funetioned for awhile, but then apparently, for some
regson or other, youth seemed to disregard it.

Mayoar Wright was 8 strong party man and it wes recognized
in B8ergen County. He was elected chairman of the Bergen County

Republican Msyors Association.

Mayar Wright, during his term of office was =& punctual
man very methodical in his work habits,.

Mayor William J. Winterhalter 1584 - 1387

In 1985 two Democrats were eslected to berough council and
again in 1986 two Democrats were elected to the borough council.
Thus the borough council in 1987 was comprised of four Democrats
and twa Republicans. Mayor Winterhslter was a Republican.

¥ith the retirement of Police Chief Hasenbalg, Mayor
Winterhalter proposed the name of James g'Connor for Chief of
Police, He was confirmed by the council. It wes a good
appopintment for he was well qualified to handle the job.

Ta fill a8 vacancy an the borough counegil Mayor
Winterhalter appointed the first woman in Oakland's history to the
pesition. Betty Gallinghouse wag confirmed by the council]l and

became the firat councilwoman to bw sppointed and served until the
next slection,

A wall between two classrooms wag removed, and the area
Furnished for the meeting room of the borough council and all of
the gther boards of the Borough of Oakland.

It was during Mayor Winterhalter's term of office that
the Bergen County Bosrd of Taxation ordered the Borough of
Gakland, that is the Mayor and Council, ta reevaluate all the
property in the borough. Bidas for this wark were ocpened at a
publie mesting. Bualifications for the companies bidding were
thoroughly axamined and the job was awarded to the low bidder for
$155,000.

It was during these years that the msyor “Tnd council took
over the cwnerahip of the Veterans af Foreign Wars building.

"Apparently it had been sbendansd by that organization.




Mayor Winterhalter reestablished the Public Events
Celebrstion Committee. The committee conducted an affair each
fourtth of July at which food was sold and games were held. As
darknsess approached there were fireworks. This was held at the
recreation field, The fireworks were beauvtiful.

Former (Mayor Leroy Wright served as chairman of this
committee, and large numbers of local residents attended.

In 1983 the borough council discussed the conditian of
the Doty Rosd bridge, and requested that &the county engineer make
an inspection of this bridge and report  his findings te the
borough council, This he did and declared the bridge unsafe. As
the bridge carries quite a bit of traffic the Board of LChosen
freeholders reinforced the bridge in a temporary manner with a so
called Bailey B8ridge. In 1984 the borough was granted $290,000 by
the State af New Jersey for enginesering fees to plan for as new
bridge, but, before any woerk could bs done the council was advised
that there were no funds available for a new bridge, It was a
goad plan, for the river at that point is at its mnarrowestk,
causing flood waters ta back up. The plan invelved cutting back
the banks and widening &the channel, thus. a longer bridge would be
necessary. Soma funds were received by HUD for the acquiring of
property along the Ramapo River in the Pleasureland area. This
was in line with the flood contrel,

In iggs, the Army Corps of Engineers also approved the
plan for rechanneling the river around Potash Lake, I believe
Potash Lake was declared as having nmo flood control benefits,

Cn August 4, 1985 7 at around 4:05 p.m., the peace and
tranquility of the community of OBakland was shattered by gunfire
at the FRG complex, Two rival geangs from the NYC area apparently
used the ceccasion of Jamaican Independence [Day celebration at the
complex, attended by 2500 persons, to settle a dispute which had
happaned in NY earlier that month.

Cunmen apenead fire on the crowd with auvbtomatic weapons
wounding 18 people and eventually leaving three dead.

The Gakland Pulice Department, then Commanded by Acting
Chief Joseph Eilert, Lt. James 0'Connor and Lt. Deniel Pagerie and
some 50 police officers on and off duty, not anly from Oakland but
from surrounding communities including the Bergen LCounty Police
Department. - It tocok some 12 hours to comtain them and arrest the
individuals involved, :

During the caurse of this maction, severasl Osakland Police

, o




Dfficers ware the first te respond to the calamitous situation and
distinguished themselves by alertness and bravery under fire, in
particular Sgt. Johm Pianetini, Ptl1. Clem Brown and Ptl., Peter
Emmons,

. Sgt. William Brown found himself immediately involved in
armed combat against a man armed with a 45 calibre handgun. Sgt.
Brown returned fire and hit the assailant an the run and
eventually this enabled other officers to capture him, Ptl. Brown
also captured single-handedly an assailant and held him until
reinforcements arrived.

Sgt. Brown was awarded the prestigious Police award, the
Combat Cross metal For performance st and beyond the call of duty
and risk of his own life.

Others invelved also received revards and all who took
part in containing the situation were honored by Hayor William
Winterhalter with a Unit Citation for gallantry during the
emergency.

The self insurance program af the borough, plus the
computer werse also seaxpanded during Mayor Winterhalter's term of
sffiece,

Mayor Elaipe T. Rowin 1988 -Present

Mayor Rowin was elected for a four year term, and in as
mueh ag this resuma of the Borough of Oakland ends January I,
1988, we cannot go any further then give a resume of her First few
months in office.

Mayor HRowin moved to Oakland from Massachusetts in 1958
along with her parents, brother and sister. Mayor Rowin graduated
from Ramapo FRegional High School and her post high school degrees

are: AA, Nursing, Rockland Community College, Suffern, NY. Bs,
Health Administration, Montclair Statse College, M5, Special
Science and Public Administration (course work completed) William
Paeterson College of NI Attended gyraduate esurses in Public

Adminmistration at Seton Hall University.

In 1967 Elaine merried John and two children followed:
Briam now age 10, and E£rin nocw age 8,

e .

involvement in politics was not a planned happening.

Elainse had been attending council meetings for many vyears,
primarily ag a nonparticipating observer who, on occasion spoke
out about problems and concerns, Her impression of counecil



activities was that Dakland suffered from governmantal inertia,.

She belisves that citizens should become involved in their
ceommunity if they are to help improve or at least maintain the
gquality of 1ife they expesct. With that thought in mind Elaine

decided to accept the challenge presented to her by the Oakland.
Democratic Club and enter the 1985 primary election to run for a 3
year term in the boraugh council. Her running mate was Dr. Mark
A. Needle. ™

Dr. Needle and E£laine Rowin set out with determination to
run a truly grass roots campaign, and seek out the residents of
Gakland by walking in every district. yltimately they visited
aver 2500 homes.

They were bath successful, in being elected with a very
nice majority. Alreandy sitting on the council was Democrat
Vincent Castiglione. With the election of Needle and Howin, both
democrats, the council was veally bipartisan, That is the council
consisted of 3 Democrats and 3 Republicans and a Republican mayor.

In 1986 an application was before the council to increase
zoning density in the Ramapo Mountains. Double density was the
issue that roused hundreds of residents to farm a watchdog group
known as VOECCAL {Voices of Cencernsd Citizens Alliance.) At the
now famous council meeting held August 13, 1986, in the
all-purpose room af the Yalley School, attended "~ by ever 600
concerned residents;y the applicetion was defeated by =a split vote
of the council. Three 'members voted for the applicatien, three
members against it, and the then mayor, Mayor Winterhalter, voted
against it. As a matter of record, Elaine Rowin and Mark Needle
were two of the council that voted against this question of double
density. .

Prior to 1986 authorization was given by the council to
establish a well on Crystal tLake property. The construction of
the well was nat started until 1986. It wes then thet the people
of the area and the Ramapo Mountain Lake members turned out in

force at a council meeting. They eaven went to the extent of
hiring their owWn engineer. What attracted the neighboring
residents and the association, was seeing the test well being
drilled. The borough council, recognized the tremendous numbexr of

complaints from residents whe did not want the pumping station at
the point, that the project was abandoned. Elaine voted with the
council to abandon the projeck. The whole venture turned out ta
be a poor ans, for it was a poor location for a well to be driven
far the Dakland water supply.

In the election, November 1986 two Democrats were elected



to the borough council. They were supported by Elaine. This
election of 1986 made the composition of the borough council an
Jdanuvary 1, 1987 as & Democratic members and 2 Republican members.
It was the firgst time in approximately 20 years that the council
had a majority of the Democratic party. While the Democrats held
the majority of votesn oh the borough council it was not always
smooth sailing, There was quite a bit of dissension. '

At this time, in 1987, Elaine‘*s friends and family urged
her te seek the meyoralty; that is run in the election for Mayer
cf the Borough of Oakland, Elaine was satisfied with being a
member af the cogunecil, Heeks of intense thought and discussion
with  many friends and her family brought her to the decision to
run far mayor . The primary electleon that Elaine was in, in 1987,
was not an easy one, for she had oppositien by one of haxr ewn
party, Cemocrats. But she did win the primary electjion by a large
majority. She was now qualified to stand for eslection for Mayor
of the Borough of Oskland in Navembexn.

The time between the primary and the general election was
a period of intense campeigning, for there were three individuals
in the alection seeking the mayor‘*s job. There was one
Republican, onsg Demoerat, and one Independent., Claine was the
winner by -] very comfortable majority of votes, carrying all the
voting districts of the borough except one. Elaine felt very
thankful that in the campaigns she had never Felf defeat,

On January 1, 1988 Elaine T. Rowin was sworn in as the
Mayocr of the Borough aof COakland,

She was the first waman in the history of the Borough of
Oakland to be elected Mayor aof QOskland. Elaine was also the first
woman in the history of the Borough of Qakland to be elected Lo
the council,.



COUNCIL MEMBERS OF THE BORDUGH OF ODAKLAND
The First lady appointed to the council,. to fill a
vacanhcy, was Betty Gallinghouse. The first lady elected te the

council in the history of the Borough was Elaine Rowin.

I would be remiss if I did not write about the council

members. Cz2 often hears the names of the mayors, but the men and
woman that manage cur community are the council, Nothing can be
done without their approval. They are well arganized, dividing
into committees of three, with the first named on s committee the
chairperson,. The committees consist of finance, building and
grounds, road and water, erdinence, police and fire, also sewer
construetion, There are others, but I've just tried to pick out

the main aones,.

Subjects that come before the council, in their initial
stages, if important enough, are referred to the respective
committees, They, in turn,; hold meetings discussing the subjects
and then make their recommendatiaons te the council as a whole, and
there the subject is again discussed. By this method any subject
receives a thorough discussion at two different levels.

The council have the benefit of an attorney, an engineer,
a munieipal accountant, a professional planner and a treasurer on
any technical matters that may come up. They also have the
benefit of a borough clerk who scts as secretary to the board and
keeps a record of the minutes of all meetings. The borough clerk
also keeps the code book up to date, She also issues a number of
different permits that the ordinances prescribe her top issue. She
works closely with the business administratar. She is an official
of the town, signs all legal documents and is the custodian of the
borough sesl.

Personnel to the various boards and commissians,
Including’ borough attorney, borough engineer, borough planner and
] forth must be approved by the council. There is one exception,

the mayor has the right to name all classs four members to the
planning board without council confirmation.

Council wmeetings are attended by the chief of police, the
borough attorney, the boraugh engineer, the borough planner and
the treasurer. The borough attorney listens to the proceedings
and makes sure they are all legal, The borough engineer is
available to answer questions on technical engineering prablems.
The chief of palice is ready for any questians that may involve
the police, while the borough plaﬁner is needed only in those
cases where a proposed development has been submitted.,




!
!
b
i
i
|
N
|
u
Bl
|
=
N
_

Each year the borough counell constructs the budget. It

is an important document, for the total figure of expenditures
less revenue that they come up with, affects the ampunt of taxes
residents pay. All department heads, submit im writing their

monetary needs for the coming year to the business administrator
and the finance committee of the council. They go over these
papetrs, many gquestions are asked:; Why do yeu need that? Why do
you need a new piece of equipment in the road department? Why do
the police need a nevw automobile? and on and on it goes until that
paint is reached when they are down tg the bare minimum. We must
not forget that these councilmen also pay their home's taxes.

gne other man plays an important part in the construction
of the budget and that 1is the town treasurer. The town treasurer
throughout the yeary watches the volume of money that the berough
has in its wvarious accounts, and when he feels there are excessive

amounts af funds he calls various banks, S8CULEes the best
interest and invests various amounts of these funds at the best
interest. During 1986 the borough received $179,000 interest on
these investments and as of July 1987 the sum has now reached
$93,000. It is a fine piece of busimess, instead aof laying these
vast sums up, earning nothing. 1t is a fine piece of financial
management, especially ss I have been advised thakt each $25,000 of
expenditure saving represents one point in the tax rate.
Therefore, in 1986, six points in saving on the tax rate were 1in
favar of the Oskland taxpayer. The investments are made in

ijnsured accounts,

After the finance committee, the businees administrator,
the town treasurer, and the borough auditor have reached what they
feel is the bare minimum to be allotted in the coming year to the
various departments, the budget is submitted to Ehe whole
council. It is sgain gone gver to see if anmy further reductions
can be made or if any additions are needed. Dn completion of the
budget & publice hearing is held.

The vater department and the sewer department have their
swn budget in sccordance with state statute.

After the public hearing, the budget is passed and in
1987 the total smount of money for municipal use in the budget was
$2,898,000. However, the borough council hes trg add to that the
amount of money required for the year 1987 by the local Board of
fducation and that figure was $7,266,000. fhey must add the needs
of Ramapo Regienal School and that figure for 1987 was $3,277,000
but they must also add the amount of county taxes for 1987,
$2,234,000. lhe borough council must also add to their budgetlt a




figure of $782,000 whiech is a reserve for uncollected Eaxes.,

We naw have a round figure of $16,000,000 and it is upon
this figure that the tax rate is struek,. The point I wish to
emphasize here is that when you pay your taxes it looks like an
awful large sum of money but only approximately Z215% is for
operakting the town government, the balance of the money you pay is
being callected by the tax collector for the local school, Ramapo
Regional, and the county, and these funds, after they are
collected, must he turned over fto them. Putting it very plainly,
far each tax dollar you pay the borough council gets .21 cents and
the other three institutions collectively get .79 cents,
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SCHOOLS

If vyou will read the minutes of the first meeting of
the Borough Council in 1gvgz you will find the necessary
resnlutions and motions requesting the state to establish a
school district and a hoard of education. this was done and on
the first bopard of education there were ninpe members. Ltater itk
was changed to seven and finally toe five membhers, which it 1is to

this date, 1988.

The first schoolhouse was a small woeoden structiure,

later converted ta a private home , probably in 1907. [he
schoolhouse was located just off the westbound lane ot Route 208
and guite close to Route Z202. It consisted of one room and all
grades, first through eighth met in that rcom. The teacher was
a man. An old timer told me it had to be a man toc maintailn

discipline,

in 1907 the ivy covered brick structure that is now the
frant part of the Valley Schoal was built. the old wooden
schoplhouse is now being demolished as it is in the path of the
new Route 1287. I suppose it lest its histerical value when the
entire inside was rencovated for a private home. A model ot Ebis
old schoolhopuse is in the QOakland Huseum.

The graduating students of the first schaol were
transported to a high school in Ramsey. in later years the
graduating students were transported, I bhelieve, by the

Susquehanna Railroad train ta Butler and eventually Pompton
Lakes,

The Bosrd of tducation of Pomptan lLakes High S5School
eventually served notice on the Board of tducation of Oakland
and possibly a couple of other towns, that they cauwld ne Joenger
take our students. A certain year was given when this would
take effect. The Ramapao Regional High Scehonl District was
created in 1957. The fFirst students entered the Ramapo Regianal
High Sehool, located in Franklin Lakes and Jakland. lhe cost of
operation to each of the three towns was first predicated on the
number of students sent from each town, then later it was
changed to the total valuatian of properties in each town as
shown on the tax rolls.

in the 1970's it+*showed the need of an addition to the
Ramapo Regionsal High Sehool in Franklin Lakes, and in 1974 the
Ramapo Regional Indiam Hills S5chool was built.

In 1962 the conmstrtuction of Our lady aof Perpetual Help




School was completed and opened for classes. At the same time
Qur Lady of Perpetual Help Church was completed., The pastor
during this construction was the Reverend W. Gordon Byrne, who
retired as a priest after serving Fifty years in the
priesthood.,

I Was Mayor of the Borough of Oakland during those
years of construction and I came in contact with Father Byrne
guite frequently. Even since his retirement in 1978, we have
kept in touch and our friendship continues te this davy.

When Mrs. Potash and 1 came to Oakland inm 1927, there
were 800 peaople in our town. Ioday, 1987, the population is
13,500. Let us now see what school! construction teok place over
the years to accommodate the increase in population.

Hhen the little woaden schoolhouse was abandoned, and
the front part of the Valley School was constructed, in 1907,
thisg construction consisted af four rooms with sliding doors,

which could be opened for assemblies and entertainments.
Blackboards Were placed on the doors, desks were screwed to the
floor, A well was drilled to provide drinking water and for
washing, Nao indoar plumbing existed. The Board of Education

tried toe obtain funds to install inside toilets, but the voters,
not having inside teilets in their homes, saw noe need for them
in the schaol, Finally the legislature gave permission to
tnstall them without consulting the voters and the job was done.

in 1950, 1955 and 1970 additional classrooms were
added, ineluding an all purpose room, which serviced as
cafeteria and gymnasium, The original classrooms are naw used

as administrative offices and reading rooms,

In 1950 classrooms 3, 4, 5, 1, 2, and 22 were added,
In 1955 classrooms 10-18 were added. in 19270 the 200 wing and
the 300 wing were added caonsisting of the main office, cateteria
and gym.

In 1907 the teacher*s salary was $500 a year. Teachers
anly had to attend two years of college. Mast were from
Paterson Noermal Schoal, now William Pater=on College. lhere
were two grades in each classroom until the garly 1950's

Emphasis was on the three R's; reading, writing and arithmetic,.
Penmanship, (the .Palmer HMethod) was stressed and students might
have to stay after schogol if this method was not followed
perfectly, May Day and Christmas Pageants were events looked
forward to eagerly.




When Mrs. Potash and 1 came to Nakland in 1927,

teacher s

salaries Were $800 a8 year. It took twenty years to

qet a $300 increase. Jhis date, 1987, a starting teacher's
sglary, with a 8A degree, is $20,000. After that if teacher's

go through

in

Bedication

fourteen steps » salary of $36,877 1is reached.

1959 the Heights School was built. A reprint of the
Ceremony follows:

CORNERSTONE LAYING

AND

DEDICATION CEREMONIES

HEIGHTS SCHOOL

OAKLAND, N. J.

September 19, 1959
2 P. M
Multi-Purpose Room

Seminole Avenue




In 1960 the all purpose room was added., In 1961 the
Manito School was built, Dedication ceremony follows:

DEDICATION CEREMONIES

of the

MANITO SCHOOL

OAKLAND, HN.J.

December 16, 1961
3:00 P. M.

Rooms 1 and 2
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In 1970 an all purpose room was added to this school,
In 1965 the Dogwoad Hill School was built. It was & complete
unit in itself. In 1970 the valley School was changed to a
middle school, that is it consisted of sixth, sevenith and eighth
gqrades anly. It Wwas felt by this method they could better
prepare these students for high school. Also that they could
better equip the ¢classrooms for the scientitic courses, The

Dagwood Hill, Manito, and Heights schools accommodated, since
1270, Kindergarten through fifth grades. All students of these
schools campleting Fifth grade were transterred to Valley
School.

the dedication ceremoanies of the Dogwood Hill Schoel is
printed herewibth:

Cornerd fone c-[)aging

and

ec[icaffon eremonies

of the

OgLUOOJ %// SCAOO

Dogwood Drive
Qakland, N. J.

;E@j"l' 3
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DOGWOOD HILL SCHOOL

* Saturday, November 6, 1965
2:30 p.m.

at the

Main Entrance and the Multipurpose Area



You have read that in 1927 Dakland's population was B0OO
and that in 1987 it was approximately 13,500, You have also
read what school eonstruction took place to accommodate the
increase in school population. & resume of the school
population is as follows:

In 1907 - 101 Students
In 1917 - 113 Students
In 1927 - 122 Students
In 1937 - B5 Students
In 1947 - 154 Students
In 1957 - 890 Students
In 1967 - 2B1% Students -
In 1977 - 2287 Students
In 1984 - 1521 Students
In 1987 - 1250 Students
I haven't been able to determine why the school
population dropped, A simple explanation is that there were
less children. It is estimated that the total capacity of the

four elementary schools to accommodate studenks is approximately
3600.

There follows a resume af the rules far teaéhers as
they existed in 1872, a little over 100 years ago!

1872 RULES
FOR
TEACHERS

1. Teachers esach day will fill lamps, clean chimneys.

2. Each teacher will bring a bucket of water and a
scuttle of coal for the day's session.

3. Make your pens carefully. You may whittle nibs to
the individual taste of the pupils.

4. Men teachers may take one evening each week for
courting purposes, or two evenings a week it they
go to church regularly.

5. After ten hours in school, the teachers may spend
the remaining time reading the Bible or other good
books.

a. Women teachers who marry or engage in unseemly
conduct will be dismissed.

7. Every teacher should lay aside from each day's pay

- # goodly sum of his earnings far his benefit during
his declining years so that he will not become 3
burden on socciety.

8. Any teacher who smokes, uses liquor in any form,
frequents pool] or public halls, or gets shaved in a



the

Yyears

This
rol

barber

shop will
worth,intention,

give

integrity

good reason to
and honesty,

The teacher who performs his labor Faithfully
withovt fault for five years will be given an
increase of twenty-five cents per week
providing the Board of E£ducation approves,
OLDEST WOODEN SCHOOLHOWSKE
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA

is a list of the number of students
led by:

In 1939 - 11 students graduated

In 1942 - 12 students graduated

In 1948 -~ 19 students graduated

In 1949 - 23 students graduated

In 1953 - 25 students graduated

In 1954 - 39 students graduated

In 1957 - 74 students graduated

In 1986 -~ 173 students graduated.

suspect bhis

and

in his pay,

graduating

as
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Some four or five years after being aut of office I was

asked to run for the Board of Education, which ! did, and was
elected, It was at that time we built the Dogwood Hill Schoal,
When ] jooked at the plans | was surprised to Find that the size
of the all purpose room was too small, At the next meeting, at
the Heights Sehoal, where the beard of education met, I took

four books and 1 measured ocut on the Heights all purpose roam
the size of the proposed all purpose room at the PDogwood Hill

School, I placed a book at each corner and before the meeting I
asked the other members tao come in and take a look. I said,
"That's the size of your all purpase room in the Dogwood Hills
Schaol . " they couldn't believe it and wondered what to do. i
said, "Add another bay," 1 believe it was either 13 or 20
feet. They wondered about the cost and so forth, I said,"You

tell the publiec Potash did it",. That satisfied them.

I wanted carpet installed in the library at the school,
and it was surprising, when children came off the hard floor
onto the carpet they remained quieter in their talk and so
ferth, Any library should have carpet on the floers.

ihe following communications, issued by Superintendent
L. Ksanznak, fully set forth the continual improvements in the
curriculum and scholastic awards earned over the years, also the

planning for the future.

Curyiculum Delivery Syskem - “"An Educational Blueprint

A quality school system remains a "quality schoal
system” when there is a professional climate that encourages and
fosters self-evaluatian as a systematic procedure for revising,
updating and improeving the K-8 curriculum and instruction. IThe
broad purpose af the articulation effort is the improvement of
communications between professional educators, Board of

Education members and the general public, which should result in
an orchestrated effort to enhance educational opportunities for
gall of our students.

The goal of the Curriculum Delivery System for the
Bakland Public Schaools is to develop the means to provide

continuity in the educatianal progranm for all students from
kindergarten through eighth grade, and to promote an exchange of
information which would facilitate a more efficient educational
framework. A three-year cycle is designed to establish a plan
af action that includes a review of the total curriculum over a
three-year time period, Three major currticulum areas will be

reviewed each schoal year.,. At the end of the three-year cvcle,
the process will be repeated., A plan of action for
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decision-making will be developed that will inmglude inpult and
reaction by teachers, administraters, board of education, and
parent teacher organizatians.

1986/87 19817/88

1. Science l. Special Education

2. Social Studies Z. Language Arts

3. Foreign Lang, 3. Physical tduc./Health
1988/89

1. Guidance/Personal S5ervices
2. Practical/Fipme Arts
3. Math/Computer Literacy

"Safety Town®" is an early childhood education program
designed to introduce all types of safety conditions. During a
Ewo-week program, ehtildren learn safety behavior through their

awn invoelvement. They do this by role-playing in simulated and
actual life situations under the gquidance of a teacher and a
police ofFficer. Safety songs, poems, art projects, stories,

movies and visits with the police and fire departments make this
progranm a fun fearning experience that children eagerly look
forward to attending. "Safety Tawn" takes place during the
summerT and children wha will be attending Kindergarten in
September of the same year are eligible to attend.

Article from The News - October | 1987: by Karen
Fairweather

Qakland-At it public meeting this week, the Oakland
Beard cf Fducatien viewed a presentation on a computer system
designed to update VvValley Middle School's student scheduling and
grading svystem and also heard a report on the county goals the
Qakland Schoel District schieved durimg the 1986-87 school year,

In a letter to Qakland Superintendent bLarry Ksanznak
and Board Spcretary Edmund Kotula, Bergen County Superintendent
M., Ray Kelly said that by the end of June 1987, based wupon
motivation and ability, students in grade five were ko show a

basic understanding with 80% proficiency of the fFifth grade
library skills program as measured by tests made and conducted
by teachers and teacher observation class checklists. Kelly
stated in the letter that the Qakland School District has
exceeded the achievement level esktablished, said Assistant
Superintendent Victor Rabasca, "We exceeded 80% and we hope to

continue to exceed BO%."



Kelly stated that by June 1987, also based upaon
motivation and ability, students in grade five were to have
shown a basice understanding with B80% proficienecy af the study
skills section contained in the caontinuous progress reading

levels applving to fifth grade as measured by continuous
progress level tests and teacher observation class checklists.
Kelly stated that the County's review of the continuous progress
tevel test, teachers aobservations based on establiished criteria

and teacher observation class checklists indicate that the Ffifth
grade exceeded the established B80% proficiency level.

Kelly also stated that by the same date students in the
sixth, seventh and eighth grades were toa have shown a basic
understanding with 100% proficiency af their rights ias the ares

of child abuse. Kelly stated that the County's review of the
results of teacher-made tests, checklists and teacher
cbservation of role-playing situations and class discussions

indicate Ehat students met the t100% praeficiency level. Kelly
stated that one major consequence Was the teaching staff's
increased awareness and sensitivity to child abuse. S5taff
awareness has resulted in problems beling reported and

investigated.

Rabascsa said that for'® the 1987-88 school year, three
new goals are being introduced into the schoaol system: improving
the tnird grade spelling praogram with "Write Right*" which has
been teacher-developed; improving the gighth grade geography
program; and an effective program aof AIDS instructien for the

eighth grade.

Ksanznak said that two years ago the DOakiand school

administration loaoked at computer processing as a means of
producing the scheduling and progress reports at VM35 more
efficiently. BOE and audience members listened 3s Chris Lane,

Vice Principal o f YHS, discussed the computer system proposed
for handling VYMS5's scheduling and grading system. tand, Dogwood
Hill Schoal Principal Lugene Casaleggio, Walt Ryan (Dakland
School District's Computer Specialist) and Computer Consultant
Ray Sauers {of Ray Sauers Enterprises) helped put together an
Gmnis computer program that will record YMS's scheduling and
grading moTe efficiently and in less time than it currently

takes to record them.

The mast important part of computer programming is for
what purpgose vau can use the information you progranm into the
camputer," stated Lane. Land said that for esxample, in
praducing report cards a teacher will take a class list and put
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it in his/her marking book. At the end of the marking period,
Ehe teacher will use 3 scantron sheet and record each individual
grade on the scantron sheet. Lanme said that it will take the
teacher approximately 20 minutes to put the grades onto the
sheet and, when the sheet is placed in the computer, the
computer will read every single report card in one-hglf hour.

Trustee Edward VYanderbeck asked Lane if there i85 any
security on or around the computer system to prevent anmyone fraom
tampering with the information it will hold. Lane responded
that he, Casaleggio, Ryan and Sauers have plaved with various
passwords and have found this methoad cumbersome. He said
however, that the system has huyge  backup in the form of
additional software that is locked up in a safe place,

The following is a list of excuses given by students
for being absent or late:

i Dear School: Pleas excuse John for been absent on
January 28, 30, 31, 31, 33.

2. Chris have a acre in her side.

3. Mary could not caome to school because she was bother by
very close veins,

4, Joh has been absent because he had his tooth taken out
of his face.

5. I kepe Billie home because she had to go Christmas
Shopping because ] didn't no what size she war.

6. John was absent vesterday because he had a stamach.

7. Please excuse Gloria. She been sick and wunder the

doctox.
8. My som is under the docter's care and should not take
P.E. Please execute him.

2. Lillie was asbsent from school vesterday as she had a
gang over.

10. Please excused Blance from P.E. for a few ,davs.
Yesterday she Fell out of a tree and misplace her hip.

1. Please excuse Joey Fridav. He had loose vowels.

12, Please excuse Jayce from jim today. She is
administrating.

13. farlos was absent vesterday because he was plaving
football; he was hurt inm the growing part.

14. My daughter couldn't come to school Monday because she
was tired. She pent the weekend with some marines.

t5. Please excuse Sandra from being absent vesterday. She
was in bed with gramps.

i6. Ralph was absent vesterday because of a sour trout.

17. Please excuse Wayne For being out yestevrday bec-1r1s. e

had the fuel,
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A great deal of the intormation aon the schools was

given to me by Superintendent of Schools Lawrence Ksanznak. His
help and cooperation were superb. 1 could not have written this
resume of the schools of our borough without his help. Thank

you, Larry,

EE & [HonEs

OAKLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS -

BISTIRGUISHED SERVICE
RECOBRITION

Recently twe of our veleran educsators, Joseph Guzzo and Lois Sarsfield have decided to
pursue caresr alternatives come September 1988, Our best wishes to them bath for
continued happingss and contentment.

SOSELPH OUZZD. PRINCIPAL OF FIANITO SCHXOL, began his teaching career in the
Oakland Public Schoals September 1, 1953, Joe was appointed Principal of Manita School
in 1961, Hewas instrumental in the development of the district Continuous Progress
Program. During the past several years he has served as the administrative Haisan for
language arts and social studies, co-chairperson of the Education Committee for the Long
Range Planning Mode] and the Bergen County Early Childhood Education Council. In addition
to district responsibilities, Joa served as President of the Ramapo Indian Hills Regiona!
Board of Education. He 1s an avid golfer and a former besketball and baseball star player.

Thhe legelhar who walks In lhe shadow oF [ lemple smong (135 10/lonwers, gives

70L OF [7Is wisdom but rathsr or fi1s 18rth end lovingness.

< KEhTE Grbren

7 began her teaching career in the Qakland

Public Schools September 1, 1954, Lois nurtured and fostered the music program through
the beginning stages. She has served as music instructor in all four elementary schools.
She has warked closely with classroom teachers in helping to orchestrate the special
musical presentations. Her enthusiasm and vibrancy have always been avident when
watching the children perform 8 song or dance such as a rendition of “The Lambert Walk” in
recent performances at Heights and Manita Schools. Lois is interested in pursuing appor-"
tunitigs for performing on stage (n New Yark City In future yzars, Hopefully, within the
near future she will echieve this goal.

Ang sie along IS greal wihn furns the volcs of the #1nd Into 8 song madk sweelsr

oy her own loving " KELI Gloran



OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SCHOOL AND CHURCH

Sometime in the middle ig950"'s ! decided, as wmavor, to
take a census of Oakland. I was not interested in counting noses,
as to what the total population was. The 5 x 8 card I made up,
and had a number of them printed, had a number of questions on it,

that when recapitulated, would ’'show important statistics to the
Board of Education and Borough Council, One of the questions |
had an the card was, "what is vour religion?" The mere 1 Jlooked

at that question, the more I disliked it. I went to mv friend
Hendell Kern and he advised me to make the question read, “What 1is
your religious preference?”

The freshman students of the high school and the 8th

grade students toaok these cards from house to house and had them
filled aut, On completion of the job I turned all of them over to
Mrs. Eleanora Pringle, a VeTY capable ladvy, and a graduate of
Barnmard College. Whenrn she completed the recapitulation of the

cards, it was found that Dakland was 531% Catholic.

Somehow this itnformatien reached Bishop Boland, as ane
evening about nine o'clock I received a telephone call from Julia
Heavey that Father Bvrhe was at her home and would like to see

me . I drove right over to her home and met Father Byrne. He told
me that Bishop Beland had called him about all these Catholic
Families in Gakland. He remarked on his going to retreat be did
not see all these houses. 0f course he could not wikth all our
beautiful trees. Father Byrne asked me if he could get the names
of these Catholic families. 1 replied ves. Father B8yrne then

stated that it was quite a job and there would be five or six
grown-ups who volunteered to do the job and that they also worked
during the davy. 1 said that's all-right I would open the town
hall nights to accommodate them.

Fathery Bvrne and I went around town seeking temporary
quarters to celebrate the mass. It was finally settled at the
American Legion Post Building orn Oak Street in QJakland I assume
that Father Byrne's being a veteran was helpful. I believe it was
the first time in the higtory of the Borough of Oakland, Catholics
parishioners had @ place te worship in thelir own town,

Before vou knew it Bur Lady of Perpetual Help Church and
School was under constructian.

I received a letter from {Rev.) Robert A Conrnors
thanking me Far. providing the parish with the hbeginning facts an
how Qur Ladvy af Perpetual Help Parish was formed. He stated in
his letter; "that he would file my letter in the parish archives.”



TALENTS AND TEACHERS

What endless, noble talents teachers must possess-
The skill of a sculptor to shape young lives-
thasktery of the difficult balance of firmness, vet
gentleness- )
A logve of life-combining tolerance with wisdom and
enthusiasm
Ihe pagerness of discovery, perceptively including
all children yet recognizing the individual needs
of each-
A genuine interest iIn youth-their dreams, Eheir
problems, and their virtues-
The delicate gift of informing, yet encouraging
children's natural curiosity-
The almast lost art of leading the unsure to the open
dpors of assurance and confidence in self-
An emanating warmth teward all entrusted to their
teaehing and guidance-
The recegnition of each child as a human being-not
"just another kid"-
The sensitivity of caring, really caring, and making
sure the echildren know they care-
Yes, indeed, what endless, noble talents teachers must
possess!
-Lorraine M., Halli

B



OAKLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY

The following pages are a resume of the library of 1900
- 1971, given ta me by Mr. & Mrs. Irvinmg Bush, Mrs. Bush, nee
Ruth Sheffield, was a daughter of Mrs. Louise Sheffield, who
started a library in the vear of 1900, in her own home. Ruth's
father served as the borough's tax collector. Mr. Irvinmg Bush
is the s0n of Mr. David C. Bush, who together with other men
persevered with the New Jersey State Assembly to divorce Oskland
from Franklin Township, and formed the 8orough of Oakland eon
April g8, 1902. Mr. David C. Bush also served as a councilman on
the first Borough Council meeting on May 19, 1902,

Al
b

We are thanktul te Mrs. Ruth Bush for keeping these
records of the library, which vou will enjoy reading onr the
following pages.

Excerpts from: The Dakland Public Librarv-Yesterday
and Today-caompiled and written by Sarah Jean Swanson.

the Gakland Public Library was founded by Mrs, Charles

H. Sheffield. A former school teacher concerned about herv
community and its culture, Mrs. Sheffield started sharing books
from her awn collectioaon with neighborhood children. Her
enthusiasm and desire to expand this service enabled her to
interest others in the project. The Borough Council minutes of
Ocetaeber 6, 1910 record that a letter From_SEveral local women

requesting the use of the town hall Ffor a public meeting for the
purpose of arganizing a library association was read. Soon
after the public meeting, held on October 18th, Havor tdward .
Paige appaointed fifteen interested residents to serve oaon the
fFollawing committees: finance, site, book, entertainmment, and
by-laws. Mrs. S5heffield was one of the citizens appointed.

During the first twenty-five vears of its existence,
the iibrarv, usually lpcated in private homes, was run by
volunteers. Two sisters, the Misses louise and Hattie
VanWagoner, were the first library hostessss. They set aside a
room in their home on Powder Mill Ltane to be used as the
librarv. It was there that the book cellection began to grow

through gifts frem friends and neighbors.

In the early 1920's, with one of the VanWagoner sisters
continuing as librasrian, the library moved to Mrs, Anrie Mever's
home an Ramape Valley Road, across from the railrecad station.
Bv 1924 the library hostess was Mrs. Henry Happer, who set up
the library in her haome on Ramapo Valley Road opposite the
valley Middle School.



According tao notes written by her husband, Mrs., Hopper
was still librarian when the library was moved Eo the first
floor of the Paige 0ffice Building., The stone, two story
building, lacated on Franklin Avenue, was one of the original
buildings an an estate which had been owned by Edward D. Paige.
With 8 brook running beneath it, the building stands on the very
edge of Ffranklin Avenue, just east of Ramapao Vallev Road,
During the 1920's the estate was occupied by a Cathalic Seminary
which granted permissian for the library to use the building.
It was very barren housing far the librarv's collection of 1,000
valumes, and few of the 735 residents took advantage of the
library facilities.

111 health forced Mrs, Hopper teo give up the poast of
Iibrarian shortly after the move to the Paige building, Mrs.
Henry P, Demarest became librarian in QOctober 1929, and in lJune
1932 the library was maved to her home at 277 Ramapo Valley
Road. Former Mayvor Potash recalls that the librarv was located
in a smalill first floor room to the right of the fraoant entrance
of the house. The library paid $15 per menth For the use of
that roaon.

For many years the maoney for the gperation of the
library was raised by contributions, annual tag davs, and social
events such as musicals and garden parties, which were usually
held at the Sheffield home . Mrs. Edith Sheffield Houghton
recalled raising funds for the library by selling ice cream at
10 cents a slice fraom 20 quart tubs. This was before an ice
cream parlor was in town. During one tibrary week, children
raised $32.,, young people $26., and Edith's ice cream $17.

The first financial support by the horough was given in
1929 when $100 Was allocated in the municipal budget, The
follawing vear it was increased to $200. Most of the money
received Wwas spent on rent, and the librarian's salary, with
little for the purchase of equipment and new books.

Subscriptions may have besn used during earlv vears, as
some old books have been stamped "Oakland Library Club". There
is also evidence that a circulating library was in aperation,.

The official formation of the Library Board af lrustees
gccurred at the January 14, 1930 Borough Council meeting when
Mavor Peter E£. Demarest appointed the fellowing persons to serve

as trustees s MEs. Henry Demarest, Charles H, Sheffield, Mrs.
Sheffield, Mrs. Herton, the Rev, George D. Geres, and Mrs.
Scott. Additional appointments to the library board during the
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1930's ingluded; Rev., M. K. Dietz, Mrs. Edith Houghtaon, Miss
Helen Ryerson, Mrs. Eleanora pPringle, and Mrs. Edvihe Moog. The
Mavor, Pastar of Paoands Church, and Principal or Superintendent
of the loeal public school were appointed as Ex-gfficic members
of the board. Mes. Sheffield was made a life member of the
board.

In December 1933, after Mrs. Demarest resigned as
librarian, new guarters had to be found for the library. The
library trustees obtained permission from the local schoal board
Lo use an unoccupied classroom in the Oakland Grammar School.
This classroam was a one-room kindergarten wing located on the
north side of the schoesol, and the library moved thers early in
1934, A newspaper article by Mrs. Pringle indicated that the
roam was the fFinest the library occupied ta date, and in
additiaogn was rent-free.

In 1933 the Borough Council allocated an additioral
$100 for the library, thus making the vearly appropristion
$300. it was decided tao purchase new books with the entire
aliotment as no other expenditures were necessary.

During the school vear the library was aopen twice a
week, Tuesday svening from 7-8:30 and Friday afternoon from
3-5p.m. High schoul girls assisted the librarian at the

charging desk, and a volunteer group, organized by HMrs. Pringtle,
provided additional healp. WPA workers aided in the indexing of

the entire library collection. Registration fFigures for
December 1935 show that of is54a card holders, onlv 82 were
reqular borrowers. Approximately 1700 books were circulated

that vear.

Frequent social events were held under the auspices of

Ehe librarv. One such aocecasion was the annual 0Open House, a
formal affair, which was held in fFebrusrv at the time of the
local school board elections. Another was during the 22Z5th
anniversary of the Ponds Reformed Church in 1935 when the

library had an exhibition of historical mementos from the
Oakland ares.

Library records state that Mrs. Minnie Johnson was
librarian in 1934 - 1935, then Miss Hazel Ryerson assumed the
position until her resignation an Februarvy 1, 1938, At that
time Miss Thelma Fowler became the librarian. inr November 1939,
the school board notified the maver and council that the North
Wing room was once again needed for classes. fhe need for a new
library location had been anticipated by the council. ihe
preceding January, the volunteer fire department had asked for
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exclusive use of the Yawpo Avenue firehouse. The mavor and
cauncil had approved this request with one exception, that part
of the second flasr be reserved for future use by the library.
Therefore, late in 1939, Miss Fowler, assisted bv members of the
library board, moved all books, supplies and equipment to the
firebouse, the only rent-free locatiom in town.

The twao-storv, frame and stucco building, owned by the
borough and located on Yawpo Avenue just east of Ramapo Valley
Road, had been cvonstructed around 1910 under direct supervisian
of the volunteex fire department. The original bullding was
later doubled in size with the enlarged second floor serving as
the borough mesting hall Ffor many vears.

The library was located in the front room of the second

fFlioor. It had a total area of approximately 600 sq. ft., and
the book collection was less than 4000 volumes. A schanol
notebook was used to record books taken out, fThe library was

open seven hours a week.

In June, 1942 Miss Fowler resigned and Mrs. Herman
Ahlers became librarian, She served for six vears, and was
replaced by Mrs. Annette Stoneton, who Was librarian until
January 23, 1951, Mrs. Evelyn Kenny served as the last Jay

bibrarian from February 1951 until July 1951,

In August of 1951 members of the library board asked
Mrs. Florence Ridlevy, a retired librarian, to act as temporarvy
librarian. She agreed and for the first time the library had
the services cf a prefessionally trained librarian,. Many
.procedures were initiated during her "temporary"” employment,
which lasted nearly twelve vears,

A member of the staff at the Brooklyn Public Library
for 28 vears, Mrs. Ridley was surprised at the scarcikty of

non-FfFietion books. One of her first purchases Wwas a
dictionarv. Since most of the books had come to the collection
as gifts, she saan began to examine aill volumes and discard

out-dated novels and old school texts, With the help of the
library trustees she started catalaging the boaoks, setting up a
moedern charging system and compiling an inventory af the
caellectian, Another project undertaken soon after her arrival
was the arrangement af all non-fiction books according to the
Dewey Decimal Svstem, )

lhe rearrangement of the books an hand and the additian
of many new books resulted in a need for more equipment., Mrs,
Ridlev's husband built NUMEBTOUS items including a book truck,
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stools, and shelves to supplement the existing stacks. tater
Mr. Beam, a library trustee, and Mrs. Ridlev purchased more
furnishings at an auction held at the old Hontelair Library,
Those items included a vTevoelving dictionary stand, four osak
thairs, an oak bench, and a section of shelving for over-sized
books, all for $35. In time a card catalogue, magazine rack,
and book depository were added,

Buring her first years as librarian, Mrs. Ridley set up
recards which coptained information about the book stock, the
number of borrowers, the adult and children's circulstion, and

the monies received from fines and book rentals. e insure the
correctness of the regisktration records she required that
application forms be filled aut by librarvy users. Since she was

concerned about Ehe availability of library services to school
aged children, she worked out 3 book exchange svstem with the
school. In addition, she initiated a program in technigues and
the use of the librarvy for older students.

According ta 1953 library records, the registratian
that vear totaled aq1, approximately 1/5th of the community.
With some 4,000 volumes on the shelves, onlvy 4,337 books were
circulated, 8y 1958 the registration had risem to 1,664, the
book stock 5,685, and 17,863 books were circulated. By the late
1950 's there were fogur general enecyclopedias and a fair sized
reference collection in the library.

A story hour for children was begun in 1956, Held once
monthly oh Saturdavy morning it had an average attendance aof 35
children perT session. In 1959 it became necessary to limit the
story houer to pre-schoolers and kindergarten students. It was
still held Saturday morning, but enly 12 children were permitted
to attend each session because of inadequate space. Eventuallv,
in the fall of 1968, the story hour had to be dropped
completely.

From 1951 until 1954 the librarv was only ogpen to the
publice three times a weelk for a toetal of seven hours. The
hiring in January of 1955 of the first part-time assistant
enabled Mrs. Ridley to increase the library hours to sixteen per
week. By 1958 the library was open four afterncons a week, Ffrom

1-5 p.m., two evenings a week frem 7-9 p.m. and Saturdav morning
from ig-1 p.m. for a total of 23 hours per week. In 1939 the
Iibrary hours were increased to 29 per week. By 1962 it was
open to the public for 39 hours per week,

During the late 1940 °%s the borough appropriation for
the library had increased from $300 toe $600 per vear. This



allotment, the fines on overdue books, and all boaok rental fees

WEeTe the total funds available for library use., In 1952 the
borough appropriation was raised to $900 per vear; thereafter a
steady increase in funds ensued., By 1956 the library had

incorporated, the appropriatiaon was close to %4,500 per vear.
1t was then that all fines collected were turned over to the
town far borough use., During the next five vears, the amount of
maoney received by the library nearly tripled. In 1961 the
appropriation was $713,000.




ECERERREERINNNEERERE

The library trustees in May 1955 sent a letter to the
8orough Council suggesting that the Oakland Public Library assume
legal status through a public referendum. The letter was referred
to the borough attorney with instructions to proceed with the
necessary steps to achieve this goal.

in 1955 the mayor and council were advised by the boTough
attorney, Nathan Bernstein, that he had searched the records and
could not Find any aordinances that created an Oakland Free Public
Librarvy. He advised that this had to be done, if expenditures
were to be made to the library. [t then Followed on August 16,
1955 the following resolution was passed:

WHEREAS, in order to establish a free public library
within the Borough of Oakland, it is necessary that a referendunm
be held, therefaore, at the next general election at which the
guestion of the adoption of the provisions of Article | of Chapter
5S4, Title 40, of the Revised Statutes of New Jersev shail be
submitted,

. BE IT RESOLVED that there shall be submitted to the legal
voters of the Borough of Dakland at the next general election the
guestion of adopting the provisions of Article | of Char*-pr 34,
[itle 40, of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey, particularly
Sections 40:54-1 to 40:54-29 of the title Municipalities anrd
Counties of the Revised Statutes.

BE [f FURTHER RESOLYED that the Borough Clerk shall cause
the question to be submitted to be printed on the official ballats
For such election in conformity with Revised Statutes 40:54-4 .,

ROLL CALL: All veas, Councilmen Sensenbach, Munn, Cly
and Stephens.

At the next general election in November 195%, residents
of Oakland appraved the resolution to establish Qakland Free
Publiec Library. Then the Certificate of I[ncorporation followed,

In December, after the election, Mrs. Ridlew sent a
letter to the #Mayoer and Council reminding them that 600 voters had
approved the library referendum, On Januarv 2, 1956 the Courcil
issued a Certificate of Organization for the Free Public librarv.

CERTIFICATE OF ORGANIZATION
O0F FTHE
FTRUSTEES OF THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

THIS 15 To CERTIFY Ehat we, ALEXANDER POTASH, Mavor of



Ehe Borough of Oakland, WILLIAM H. RISSER, principal of Dakland
Grammar School, EDWARD BEAM, of the Berough aof Oakland, Caunty of
Bergen and State of New Jersey, MRS. ELEANODRA PRINGLE, of the
Borough of Oakland, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, MRS.
ARTHUR VERVAET, af the Borough of QOakland, County of Bergen and
the State of New Jersey, and MRS. MARIE SARCKA, of the Borough af
Gakland, County of Bergen and the State of New Jersey, are the
members of the Board of frustees aof the free Public Library of the
Borough af Dakland, being duly appointed in accordance with the
provisions af the statutes of the State of New Jersevy.

We further certify that the appointment of the said

EDHARD BEAM, MRS. -VIVIAN WALKER, MRS. ELEANORA PRINGLE, MRS,
ARTHUR VERVALT and MRS. MARIE SARCKA, was made by the said
ALEXANDER POTASH, Mavar of the Borough of Dakland, with the
consent of the Council of the Borough of Gakland, at an

organization meeting held in the Municipal office building on
January 2, 1956.

ve further certify that the terms of Lhe members af said
Board af Trustees are as follows:

ALEXANDER POTASH, Mayoze of the Borouwgh of Oakland-for the period
of his term as HMavor of the Borough of Oakland.

WILLLIAM H. RISSER, Principal of the QOakland Grammar School-for the
pericd of his term as Principal.

EDWARD BEAM - Five vears from January 2, 19546

MRS. YIVIAN WALKER ~ Four vears from January 2, 1956

MRS. £LEANORA PRINGLE -~ Ihree vears from Janusry 2, [958

MRS. ARTHUR VYERVAET - Iwo years from January 2, 1956

MRS. MARIE SARCKA - One vear from January 2, 1956

We further certify that the said Bpard of Trustees duly
met and canvened at Municipal 0ffice Building on the 13th day of
January 1956, for the purpose of organizing as a hody corporate,
and that at said meeting, there were elected Ffrom the members of
the Board of irustees the following officers;

PRESIDEN]T ~ ELEANDRA PRINGLE
TREASURER -~ EDWARD BEAM
SECRETARY -~ EOWARD BEAM

. IN WITNESS WHEREOQF , we , as the trustees of the Free
Public Library aof the Borough of Oakland, have hereunto sebt our
hands and seals this 13th day of Januvary 193%6.

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF BERGEN
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BE 11 REMEMBERED, that on this 13th day of Januarty,
neteen Hundred snd Fifty-six; before me 4 the subscriber, an
Attorney at Law of New Jersey, personally appeared ALEXANDER
POTASH, WILLIAM H. AISSER, EDWARD BEAM, MRS. VIVIAN WALKER, MRS.
ELEANDORA PRINGLE, MRS . ARTHUR VERYAET and MRS. MARIE SARCKA, the
I[rustees of the Free Publiec Library of the Borough of Oakland,
who, 1 am satisfied are the persons named in and who executed the
foregoing certificate, and 1 having first made known to them the
cantents thereaf, they did acknowledge that they signed the same
ssealed and delivered the same 35 their voluntary act and deed, for
the uses and purpase fherein expressed.

Nathan Bernstein
An Attorney at Llaw of
New Jersey




The Library Board of lrustees, consisting af seven
members which included the Mayar, the lacal superintendent aof
schoals, and five citizens appointed by the Mayor, was organijzed
as a bhody corperate on Japuary 13, 1956. As a result of this
action the libracry came under direct borough supervision and was

provided with an adequate amnual budget, The By-laws of the fFree
Public Library were adopted on April 2, 1956 and accepted by the
Board of Trustees on June 4, 1956,

Library board members during the late 19%50's inciluded Mr.
Fdward Beam, Mrs. Warren Gabler, Mrs, Marie Callyer, Mr., M. W,
Horrell, Miss Kathryn Merrevy, M. William Rose, Mrs. John £,
Walker, Mrs. Marie Sarcka, Mrs. Arthur Vervaet, and Mrs. Pringle,
who was in her second decade as a library trustee.

Anxious to improve "herp™ library, Mrs. Ridley joined
several library organizations including the Bergen-FPassaic tibrary
Club (1954}, the New Jersey Library Association (1957) and the

Small Libraries Group (19&0). In addition, she and members af her
staff attended many meetings and took a variety of extension
courses in Library Science.

During the mid-fifities it became apparent that the upper
floaer of the firehouse could not permanently house the library,.

Carly in 1954 the firemen had once more sent a request to the
Boraugh Council that they nave Ffull use of the building. At that
time the council recammendead Ehat architectt's sketeches for a

proposed second flocor rencvation of the firehouse he obtained, but
apparent]y nothing more was dane by the fire department te faollow
up their eriginal request. lhe reasen for this may have heen
either the impracticality of the renovation requested, or the lack
of an available loecatian for the library.

In the annual report of 1958, Mrs. Ridley wrote that a
library hhas Ewa main functions to perform; it must provide
material and it must provide service. At that time neither of
these functions were being adequately Ffulfilled, Late in 1958 it
became Nnecessary to move the service desk from Ehe library proper
into the entrance hall because of over-crowded conditions. 8y
1959 there was space for neither a hnewspaper rack or a magazine
stand. The library could no longer attain the goals which Mrs.
Ridley had set.

The Library Board had received an indication frem the
Mayor and Council in 1958 that the Ponds Memorial Bulilding might
be converted to library use . This plan had to be postponed
becauvse, in the spring af 1959, the mayorT tald the board of
education that the building could be used by the public schanl
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system as long as it Wwas needed. Consequentliy kindergarten
classes from the Valley School met there for the next several
YyEATS, The postponement of the library move was a great

disappointment to Mrs, Ridley and members of the library board,

In April 195% a group of women, interested in acquainting
the publie Wwith the library's value to the community and its
expansion needs, formed the “Friends of the Oakland Public
Library™. Tthe "Friends" group became inactive in January 1960,
when the Civie League was formed. Composed of citizens interested
in finding a new hame for the library, it was directed by Robert

Farmer.

It was nearly six months after the formation of the
iatter group before any constructive action was observed. In May,
Councilman John Taylor, Jr . revealed Ehat exploratory plans had

been made for both 2 new fireheuse and a new library. During the
summer and fFall of 1960, several Library Board members suggessted,
even urged, that the Pands Memorial Building be used as the
librarvy. In October Mr., Rose, President of the Library Board,
sent a letter to the Borough Council stating that tentative plans
showed it would cost less to convert the Ponds Memorial Building
into a library than to erect a mew building. In addition, the
letter pointed out, that the building would probably serve as an
adequate library for the next fifteen to twenty years.

The Ponds Memorial Building is an enlarged replica of the
1829 Church of the Ponds. Constructed during the administration
of Mayor Clifford F. Mactvoy, it was dedicated on July 17, 1937,
The I-shaped building has an occtaganal steeple topped by the
original weathervane, The stone facade was patterned after the
1829 Ponds Church with sandstone blocks at the corners of the
building fFrom this church and the earl)ier hexagonal Ponds Church
of 1760.

Early in 1961 the boraugh council announced that the
building would be renovated for use as the Public library. Mayar
Potash asked council members te support the plan which would
provide new library facilities. He discussed the following three
proposals:

i. Conversioen of the Ponds Memorial Building.

2. Construction of a new building at a cast of asbeut
$75,000

3. Conversion of private homes donated to the towsn for
library use.,

Since state authorities had already approved %the use of the Ponds



Memorial Building as a publie library, Mayor Potash indiecated that
he was in favor of this plan because of the low cost of renavation
and the immediate availability of the site.,.

At the July 26th council meeting a new ordinance, to
Furnish bonds for the $17,000 cost af reconditioning and
refurbishing the Ponds Memorial Building for library use was
drafted and approved.

At a special library board meeting in September, Mayor
Potash introduced Mr, L, Bannon, the architect authorized to take
ovar the planning of the 1library renovations. No visible change
was to be made to the exterior of the building. The interior,
however, was to be furnished in a manner which would wutilize the
most modern equipment yet preserve the colonial atmosphere.

In November the library board supervised the letting aof
bids and awarding of contracts for all egquipment and constructiaon
work. The library had been given use of the majoer portion of the
First floor, and area of appreoximately 3,250 square feetk,. Stacks
accommodating the adult, young peoples and children’'s books alang
with suitably sized furniture were Jlocated on what had been the
auditorium, the former stage was made into a separate reference
area and work center for students.

A large mural, depicting the 1696 purchase of land,
including present day Dakland, by Dutch colonists from the Minsi's
Indian sachem, Yauapagh (Yawpa) hung at the rear of the stage
area. During the renovation Rudy Schamberger, a carpenter,
restored the painting.

The south wing, the former Civil Defense headquarters,
Wwas made into a combination office and workroom. The fdward Bead
Reading Roem, located in the north wing, was established in memory
of a long-term Library JTrustee. fhe colonial furnishings for this
roaom, selected by Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Pringle, and Mrs. Potash, were
purchased with funds willed to the library from the Beam estate.

The Dakland Histoerical Museum was located in the Jobby of
the building wuntil it got its own home in the ¥Yan Allen house.

The basement of the building was not improved during the
renovation and continued to be used by various town organizations.,

Mayor Potash was personally concerned about the progress
made in the renpcvation. He viewed the placing of the library in
its properT setting as the most important accomplishment of hisg
administratiaon and that members of the council shared this
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achievement with him, After leaving ofFfice in January 1962, he
appeared daily to supervise the repairs, painting and assembly aof
equipment for the librarvy. Hhen the old library in the Yawpo
firehouse closed permanently on February 17th, all essential
equipment was in place in the new locatiaon.

Un Saturday Harch 3rd, an open house for more than 100
gquests was held by the library trustees, Mrs, Ridley and members
of her staff. the library was officially opened tuo the public at
10 A.M. on Wednesday, March Tth, 1962.

The formal opening and dedication gececurred on Saturday
April l4th at 2 P.M. Invocation was given by the Reverend Robert
T. Marsh, Minister of the Ponds Reformed Church, Mavor Joseph P.
Van Yooren delivered the dedication address, A brief summarv of
the building's history, given by #rs. Arthur YVervaet, was followed
by the unveiling of a branze table, mounted on a granite rock Ffrom
the Ramapo Mountains, purchased with monies left to the library by
Mavoer MacEvaoy.

APRIL 14, 19672

Dedication of MNew Pyblic tibrary. Brought about by the
perseverance of Former Mavor Alexander Potash.

The library Wwas established by Mre, & Mrs. Charles
Sheffield in Ehe vear 1900, in their own home wuntil 19210 when it
was formerly organized under the direction of Mavor Paige. It was

self-supporting until Mayvor Frost had $300 doellars put im the
budget for yearly support. It was maved from building to building
until 1262 ,when its moved to its new and permanent building, of
which we are verv proud and for which we thank Merp. Potash.

ARTICLE FROM “THE PATERSON EVENING NLWS"
DATED 11/30/61
BY ELEANORA M. PRINGLE

Sheffield St. bears the name of the late Charles H.
Sheffield and his wife, Mrs., Louise Sheffield, who plaved so
important a part for manv vears in the civic and religious life of
gur community, We are still reaping benefits From their work, faor
it isg ta Mrs, Sheffield, a former school teacher who knew and
loved books, that we owe the beginning of our public library.
Sharing her own books with neighborhood children to enrcourage them
to read, she began the first lending librarv here more than 50
YERTS ago. Busy housewives in this early Dutch caolany found
little time for this more leisurely occupation and were more apt
to encourage their childrem to be industrious, we suspect,



Hhen We first got acquainted with our library about 30
vears aga, it occupied the old building standing at the very edge
of Franklin Ave ., just east of Ramapo Valley Rd,, 2 somewhat

barren housing, There was no professional staff, It contained
only a few thousand books, none of them new, and had relatively
few patrons. And there was no town suppsort. A library board,

made up of Mr. and Hrs. Sheffield and a few others who shared
their interests, was in charge though not officially appointed, so
far as we know, We were honared to join the ranks on their first

invitation, They would hold an annual tag day or sometimes a
garden party uswally at Mrs., Sheffield®s eown home, which was their
only source of income . Mr. and Mrs. Sheffield both remained on

the board up to the time of their deaths and never ceased to do
all theyvy could to promote the librarvy.

The first town support came during the administration of Mayor
Arthor Frost, who Wwas principal of the school at the same time,.
At his urging the council allocated $3008 a year in the borough
budget for the library's use and for 10 or a dozen vears this was
never increased. When in the early 1930's the libraryv moved for a
time into the North wing of the Valley School , a group aof
volunteers took over the running of it and made it possible to
spend this entire princely sum on impreving its contents,. Thus it
struggled along, alwavs seeking to keep alive the spark,
especially in the children,

More recent vears with the professional services af HMrs.
Ridley and the far more adequate support given by the town

fathers, have brought great changes and real improvement, We now
have thousands of books on the shelves and more than 2,000 peoaple
make regular use of them - and both numbers are canstantly
growing. Maving into Ponds Memorial Building, ftor which we took
Ehe first concrete steps this week when bids for new equipment
were opened, will bring even greater benefits to the community,

During National Book Week, which we are celebrating, it seems well
to pay tribute to those o f the past who built so well far our
present and manvy athers future.

OAKLAND JOTTINGS
BY ELEANORA PRINGLE

Our public library can join in the observance of National
Library Week in the comfortable knowledge it holds a firm place in
an important community service whiech 1is constantly expanding under

competent professional direction to meet community needs. There
are more than 13,5400 books on its shelves, almost 5,000 peacple
have library cards, and in the first three months of this vear
more than 19,000 books, about 3,000 more than inm the same period

af last years Wweres taken ocut. Mareh holds the recard., In that



month 7,000 books were circulated.

Only those who've been residents here at least 15 YBArSs
can really measure the library's growth in contrast with its
earlier vyears, Its originm more than 60 years ago is credited to
the late Mrs, Louise Sheffield, a teacher before her marriage, who
started the first lending library here with books From her own

well-stocked shelves, Appointed ta the Iibrary board in the
borough's early vears, she remained a member, ngver losing
interest, until her death in 1935. The book collectiaon grew
mainly through gifts - some were even discards of housecleaning
periods - and they probably numbered fewer than 1,000 volumes.
These were housed at first in private homes, lhere was no
municipal support given and funds for operating cests were

financed through tag davs, garden parties, and the like, Naot
until the i93o's did the borough make a budget grant of %300, a
sum consistently doled out without any increase For more than 20
Vears. Ne wonder the library had to Pimp along!

About 1933 when the schogl board temporarily discontinued
use of the north wing of the Valley Schoal, the library beard qot
permission to take aver, They seized upaon this as a golden
opportunity, Not only was the room the finest headquarters they
had known to date but it was rent free. Why not spend the entire
$300 budget on new books, really bringing it up to a higher

standard? Board members volunteered their time and a group of
high school girls was pressed into service ta help run the
¢charging desk in shifts, lThis plan operated Ffor nrearly two vears

and while admitted}y it was far from perfect, it did a good deal
to bring the service up to date and provide a foundation Ffor later
davs.,

The best piece of luck came to the library in 1951, It
was then that Mrs. Florence Ridley, a Former director of the
Brooklyn system, came in an a traditional "busman's holiday" visit
te look things over - and remained to help, Under her guidarce
the library emerged from its amateur wavs and became gne worthy of
the name . Some years earlier its quarters had been transferred to

the top fFloor af the Yawpo Ffirehouse, the anly available rent-Ffree
location owned by the borough. Not unmtil 1962 did it acguire a
building aof its Dwn and move permanent]y, now a full-tfledged
library service, into the Former Ponds Memorial building, Mrs,
Lynn Wagner succeeded Mrs. Ridlev as library directar.

This vear the library is on a full-time weekday schedulese
and is a bee-hive of activity, Children come tao the popular
after-school stary hour -« another in the series starts this week -
and the little folks are so eager for the preschool picture book



hour , there is a long waiting list, IThe number in this group must

be limited. ihere is coopeTration for the childrens' benefit
between the public school libraries and the town collection. Both
Mrs. Wagner and Mrs. McDonald encourage love of reading in these
foarmative vyears, A constant siream of new acquisitions finds its

way to the adult shelves and to assist older students, Unlike its
early days, reference books are up-to-date and plentiful and meet
many needs for those researching special subjects. A special
shelf has books on New Jersey and Mrs. Wagner is also gathering a
local author's shelf and welcomes additions to it,. Not onlvy a
suitable library budget is provided, but the Library has had
substantial help from its friends - the Lions Club, the Americean
Legion, Mothers Club, Rosary Seciety and many private citizens.
If vou've never paid it a visit, heed the National Book Week
slogan: "Knew What You're Talking About - READ."

In a report to members of the library Board written not
long after the move to the new facility Mrs. Ridley stressed that
one of the goals during the library's years aof existence was to
attract children and start themn early in the habit of reading.
Among the first programs to be resumed after the move was the
children's story hour, The follawing year the Summer Reading Club
was started.

Until 1962 most of the annual library appropriation had
been used for salary payments to staff, The move to the Ponds
Memorial building and the consequential expenditures far heating,
lighting, and maintenance of the building necessitated an increase
in the library budget. Therefore the allocation was doubled From
$13,00¢0 to $26,000 in 1962. Ihe borough apprupriation For the
library has continued to rise vearly. As of July 1970, all fines
collected have peen placed directly in the librarv's own account.

The fFirst state aid allocatian for the library Wwas
received by the Borough in 1964, Rising steadily over the vears,
state aid monies in 1969 totaled $5,700. Many rcash contributions
have been given te the library throughout the vears bv local

organizations, such as, the Mother's Club, the Lions Club etc.,
One of the largest cash donations received during the 1960's, a
memaorial to former councilman Waolfgang R. Hutz, was used to

purchsase a Dbookcase of reference books and a large globe. In May
1965 the Tercentary Committesa donated $350 from the proceeds of
the sale of The Years Between, a pictorial history of Gakland. In
addition to cash contributions a variety of items have been
donated to the library by individuyals and groups.

Monthly artistic displays and weekly flowgr arrangements
have been Furnished for many vears by the Ramapo Art Association
and the Garden Club of Oakland.
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in 1964 the Library Trustees had requested that all
organizations using the basement gof the library find other
guarters as fire regulations were not being correctly met, and the
library needed the additional storage area. Thus this area became
available for future library expansion.

After seeing the library well established in the pew
building, Mrs. Ridley requested that she be released from her
duties as library director. Follewing her resignation an December
31, 19263 a farewel] reception was held for both her and Mrs.
Pringle, who had just completed her 27th and final year as library
trustee.

Mrs. M. Lvnn Wagner, who replaced Mrs. Ridley, had
previously been emploved as the children's librarian in the
Teaneck Public Librarvy. During her two and a half vears as

library director, Mrs. Wagner saw the circulation ofF books nearly
double from 55,000 in 1963 to 91,000 in 1966. In 1965 the tibrapy
Board authorized the bhiring of additional personnel which epabled
the library to operate on a full weekday schedule. The hours were
increased from 39 to 48 per week.

Mrs. Wagner resigned on September 30, 1966 and Mrs. Grace
Chewning became the new Library Director. Before coming to
Oakland Mrs. Chewning had served as assistant to the librazyy
director in the Waldwick Public Librarvy. Frior ta that she had
been part-time director of the Wvckoff Public Library. Concerned
with the drop in ecirculation from 91,000 to B9,100 in 1967, Mrs.
Chewning set up displays of "Recommended Boaoks" and ather
materials available in the library. the displays were changed
manthly and seemingly contributed to renewed interest in the
library as evidenced by the circulation Figures which had risen tg
97,000 in 1968.

By September of 1968 Mrs. Chewning had the figures from
the First complete inventory of 8ll books on the shelves and in
the storage area. The inventory was done almast solely by Mrs.
Ridley, who had returned te work on a part-time basis. The total
book stock was 18, 360. By December of 1969 the book stock had

incressed to 21,508 with 105 periodical subscriptions.

Since 1966 the need For expansion of the library facilitw
had been stressed by the library director and the members of the.
library board. In December of 1968, Ben E. Grimm, a library

consultant, prepared a building survey For the library in which he
offered suggestions for expansiaon. Mr, Grimm estimated that 7000
sguare Feet would be required to hause the library adequately as



it existed in 1968, He felt the use of the basement area could
provide for improved, but noet goeod, library service and that it
wauld be outgrown almost immediately. After reviewing Mr, Grimm's
recommendations, the library board hired the firm of £. W. Fanning
as Architect and asked that expansion schemes, based on Mr.
Grimm's report, be drawn up ., However, by October 1969 the
severely crowded canditions had created an emergency situation,
iherefore, in the 1970 budget request sent to the mayor and
council, the library trustees stated that an additional $15,008
was needed for a stop-gap, minimal remodeling of the basement.
After reviewing the budget proposal the Mayor and Council decided
the expenditure of 515,000 for a temporary solution would be
inadvisable. lherefore they propesed a full bassment eaxpansion,
which waould provide suitable quarters for other borough functions
if the library were to move to a new building, and requested that
a scheme and estimate for a full basement alteratiocn be drawn up .
The MHayor and Council approved a bond of $84,000 and autherized
the public library to proceed with the basement renovation in June
1970¢. When completed in 1971, the children's section was removed
to the lower lTevel, This alteration was sponsored by Councilman
Robert Thomas.

Since 1971 Oakland Publie Library bhas constantly pursued
the most modern library practices, added many new features, and
worked toward a continuing standard of excellence,

The follewing annual report, furnished to me by former
director, Patricia Hannan, will call to your attention the
Numerous programs and services offered. ihe particular omne that
tickles m e is that you can bhorrow a cassette, place it in your
automobile cassette receptacle, and listen to a perseon reading a
book toa you while you are driving the car.
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He are indeed fortunate to have in our cemmunity a
library of such high caliber, with an exceedingly helpful staff, a
wide variety of research material for both children and adults,
and an enjoyable collection of the best in Fictional reading,

The Oakland Publice Library, in the Pond's Memorial
Building, has reached its physical capacity,. Thaeught must be
given by the mayor and council for the construction of a new

library building.

The Pond's Memorial Building would then revert to the use
it had a few years ago, a meeting place for all the boards of the
barough, The lower floor ecould be used by the senior citizens.




FIRST AID SQUAD

In 1954 Qakland was still considered to be a small
suburb. Gnly two doctors practiced in town, DOr. Davey, and Dr.
Branigan. When residents became sick or seriously injured they
had to wait until the Pompton Lakes or Wyckoeff ambulance could
respond and transport them to Paterson or Bergen Pines. Valley
and Chilton hospitals were Jjust coming ipte being.

During this time John Walker Wwas 8 cauncilman in
Oakland. His youngest son, John Robert Walker had been diagnosed
as having leukemia, He required fFrequent transportation to ME.

Sinail Hospital in New York City. When John Robeart Walker passed
away at the age of 9, Vivian and John Walker turned tragedy into
triumph by erganizing a living memorial to their san. There had
been talk around about possibly starting a local first aid squad.
Jahn and Vivian generously donated and equipped a Cadillac
ambulance to the town on August 14, 1954. The kev to the
ambhulance was accepted by Mayaor Alexander Potash, and at that
ceremony a picture was taken that now is hanging on the wall of
the First Aid Squad building.

Lucille Connors, Ethel Kestler, and Sylvia Unterstein,
all nurses, WEELE instrumental in the early months of eorganizing
the squad. £1iff Lyons, a Red Cross instructor, was selected to
take care of the training of volunteer members. Mow all the sqguad
needed Was volunteers, Sign-up sheets were placed in the borough
offices and around town. It seemed as thuugh.just about evervone
in tawn signed Up. Notificatien was sut out that the first
meeting would be held st the Oakland Community Building {now the
library) and approximately sixty pecple showed up. John Walker
was made President of the Board of Trustees and Yivian, Secretary
ITreasurer. Cliff Lyens became the first Captain, Ethel Kestler
was the Captain in charge of female attendants, and Frank Manning,
Lucille Connars and Sylvia Unterstelin Were made Lieutenants.
Nelson Longee, a state inspector and ARC trainer, also made his
services available to the squad. Training schedules and lists of

roster assignments were also discussed at the meeting.
Immediately the huge list of potential members lost half of its
names. Everyoane wanted te be on the Sgqguad, but very few were
willing ta make the sacrifices of training, meetings and roster
duty. Connise Monks and those stout hearted peaple who remained

were given a standard first aid course by Cliff Lyons and advanced
training was taken care of by Maurice Metzler from the Haledan
Squad.

The moest pressing problems facing the new squad was where
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te keep the rig. Imitially the rig was parked at various gas
stations around town, but since none of these stations provided 24
hour service, the duty Crews had to call the captain or a
liseutenant to come open the station doors whenever s call came in

during the night,. Finally in March, of 1956 MHavoer PFotash made
space for the rig in the new municipal building. As Connie
remembers, "“We had reom for the rig and a row of cabinets plus a
small room with a sink. We put in a hot plate and & jar of

instant caffee and thought we Were millionaires. The boraugh
office even sent down two chairs, With these and the chairs to
sit on we held small meetings in our own home for fthe first
time . " The key to the borough garage was kept in Connie's
garage. Night time crews would have to stop there first, scoff up
the key and then ga down te pick up the rig, It was difficult to
improve response time, but it sure beat relying on Pompton lakes.

The minutes from those early meetings were somewhat like
reading cur current rules and regulations, The fFirm Ffoundation we
have today is based on the wise practices institutad back then.
The minutes of the November 1554 meeting are a good example. They

read in .part, "Never sign any papers when taking patients to the
hospital, Meetings will be held the First Tuesday of each month
at 8 P.M. fhe rig should be scrubbed out after each call. Duty
rosters will be made up on monthly basis. No consumption of
intoxicating beverages while an duty.” It was also the firsgt time
that members were reminded to make syre the trip sheets are
complete., Not all of the recommendations were serious ones. Lt.

HcKawen suggested that refreshments be served at the monthly
business meetings, and it was at this time that the tradibtien
began. 1F a crew delivers a baby, theyv will buy 1/4 keg of heer
for tEhe sgquad members, O0fF course, some improvements have been
made in procedures over the years,

Another early problem was the absence of a two-way
radio. Gnee the ambulance was dispatched on a call the crew had
no contect with the poalice department. There was no Route 208,
and the duty trews avoided detours and short cuts. Instead they
stuck to the main roads so that if the rig broke down, someane
might come along te help them. This lack of cemmunication caused

problems even during drills. On one occasioen Connie Monks and
Pearl Hopper plasnned a drill at the old entrance to the Scout Camp
en Skyline Drive., fearl's son, John, was supposed to be the

vietim of a motor vehicle accident, The rig arrived and promptly
applied a traction splint and all kinds ©of bandages to their
victim, Them John was to be transported back teo the garage like a
real patient, Unfortunately, o the way down the mountain, the
crew met up with the Fire chief, Denny Clark. It seems there was
a real accident on Ramapo Vallev Road and the police had sent the



fire chief ta find the rig. By the time the rig reached the
railroad crossing, the crew had removed the tractian splint and
John Hopper Was dumped out and left to untangle the rest of the

bandages himself, Because all communication with duty crews wasg
daone by phone, crew membhers had to stay home throughout their tour
of duty, Hany early members had phone bells installed outside so

that they could go out in their vards and still bhe sure af hearing
the phone,

Greater organizatiaon and growth took place during the
remainder of the 1950 's. During 1955 the Sunshine Committee was
Formed, Squad patches were designed, initial C.D. procedures were
established and we Joeined the Sixth Oistrict of the New Jersey
State First Aid Council. The First constitution and bylaws were
dccepted on September é, 1955, and some new rules were added.
Only members over 25 vears of age could drive the rigs and
everyane was expected to pull weekend rotatian even back then.
ihe finance committee was formed to erganize and run the first
fund drive. It was decided to use coin esrds which were designed
to held $4.00 in quarters. IThe first fund drive netted $2,265,10,
most ef which Was saved toward the purchase af a new ambulance,
Our first two-way radio was installed in October and our first
dinner-dance was held that same month at the fakland Chalet,

During the months between August 1954 and May 1955 the

Squad responded to 55 calls -~ an average of 5 calls per manth, in
1956 WEe purchased our First new rig, a Miller Cadillac, which cost
$10,500. The squad was able to buy it by selling the old rig for
§1,000, taking $3,200 from Squad funds, and getting a bank logan aof
$6,300. The new rig was delivered on July 27th, but with money
being scarce in those days the Squad wasn't able tao completely pay
off the loan untii fctober 1958, I't was alse in 1956 that the

Squad established the 7 te 7 tours of duty, I 1957 it was
decided to bave .an annual birthday picnic. The Squad was firmly
established, The birthing process was over and now it was time to
grow.

In June of 1958 8 committee was formed to find a place

for 4 squad building, A letter was sent te the Mayor and Council
reguesting an acre of land on the corner of Route 202 and Chapman
Drive., In September, i958 the squad officers met with borough

afficials ta discuss the land, In January, 1959, squad members
who had turned out in force at a council meeting were given a
tentative okay an the property. ‘But it wasn't until June that the
deed, for the land was drawn up and not until October 1959 Ethat the
property Was officially theirsg. BF course, we couldn't really
complain about the delay. We were anly paying $1.00 for the
entire lot, Our friend was Mayaor Potash. A building committee




was promptly formed and a sketeh of the building was made, All

coantracting would be doneg by the cammittee members. Andy
Unterstein would takse care of the carpentry and William Potash
would do the excavation, on Hay 15, 1960 the ground Breaking

ceremony was held,

The new squad building was far enough along that the
members could hold their first meeting there in January of 1962.
Squad headguarters Wwas formally dedicated on May 19th of that

vear, Alexander Potash served ss master of ceremonies and 44 rigs
from various squads around the state came to help celebrate the
occasian, Members had laughed at Marie Schaefer when, in 1961,

she wrote to U.5. Representative William Windall asking for a flag
which had been used at the Capitol Building, But she had the last
laugh--as Ehe Oakland Bulletin reported on April 12, 1962,
"Cangressman William Widnall will dedicate the Oakland First aid
Squad building and present a flag flown gver the Capitol in
Washington, b.C."

In 1962 the squad had 3 full 50 members, the largest
membership * since it was founded. Others volunteered for the new
Jjob of squad dispatcher, Residents who didn't join the squad did
try to help us financially by raising money in various and often
unigue ways, The fund drive of 1962 was publicly supported by
the Mayor and Council, and the first donation of the yvear came
from three brothers who lived on West QOakland Avenue. Thev held a
carnival in cur behalf and esarned $5.67. The Oakland Bov Scouts
volunteered to help us distribute the fund drive cain books, and
the Jaycees sold tickets for a NY Giants-Philadelphia-fagles game
and gave the proceeds to the squad., Children in Pleasureland
raised $17.50 from a carnival, $8.50 was received from children on
Chuckanutt Drive who had put on a play, and the Squad Cadet Carps,
which had been formed in August 1961, earned $56.50 by running one
of their now infamous car washes. Even the Chamber of Commerce
chipped in by donating 2,500 Blue Stamps.

All of these community efforts added up, and Capt. Hareld
Hilke decided it wss time for us to look into becoming a two rig

squad, We had our 1000th call in January, and Oakland had grown
to the point where gecond rig calls Wwere no longer rare
occurrences, Harold Felt that  we couldn't keep barrowing

Pompton's 1rig to cover our calls, Im July, 1962 the squad voted
to buy a second rig, another Miller Cadillac with a ‘two-way radio

and resugecitator. The squad put $3,600 down and took a $9,000
loan. Payments would be $562.50 per month plus %% interest.
After its dedication an August 10th, the new rig was proudly

displayed at the traditional Fireman's Carnival the following
Saturday.



As the tawn's population increased, so did the

sguad's sefvices, Shortly after the building's dedication, we
began allaowing the Board of Health to use the premises for baby
clinics. In response to the Cuban missile crisis Harold Wilke

took courses on nuclear survival and gave talks to varigus groups
en  home survival, Coennie Monks headed the medic alert program tag
help register people with medical problems, We became the
official medical unit of the Oakiand Civil Defense program. The
Cadet Corps began practicing their first aid by entering various
competitions which, cver the vears, earned them several first
place trophies,

As the squad's fipancial stability increased, so did it's
need for new equipment. The members voted tg purchase Stephenson
resuscitators, resusci-annies, a movie prajector for training
films, and new furnishings for the ready room. These were paid
for cut of sgquad funds, But when members voted to buv new wool
jJackets for themselves, they decided that they would each pav for

their own . Concerned abaut possible town reaction, the sguad
requested the folloawing to be printed: March 30, 1952 - “"Paterson
News" - Gakland Jottings - "Have yaou seen the handsame new pred
jJackets the First Ajd Squad memhers are wearing, all suitably
bearing their emblen? Each purchased his own, so don't get any

ideas about misuse of funds collected for ambulangce use, We can't
believe anyone would, but the squad asked us to tell you,*

Even though the squad now had a Few dollars to its name ,
the members could still stretech a dollar to its limit. Art Swain,
Ehe 1964 maintenance lieutenant reported "It sure took a month aof
Sundays on the old rig, but with lgts of bailing wire and a little
ehewing gum we kept her in business far another year,"

The 1960"'s alsao saw the first steps toward equipping
members with their own radios, The Fire Department danated a feay
Instalerts in 1966 and we gradually purchased more, twe at a time,
until each member was able to have a radio in his haome.

1969 wWas the I5Eh anniversary of the sqQquad. Throughout
the decade the squad had grown, prospered and maintained the
highest level of patient care and training. We again purchased a
new ambulance which was dedicated on March 28, 1969, The vear's

fund drive netted $10,528. We had been instrumental in forming
the '7th  District of the NJSFAC and by 1969 the initial work had
begun on having a 91 emergency number for the town, Oakland was
now home te more than 14,000 peaple and the squad had carried
7,180 patients over the vears, The squad celebrated its

accomplishments with a parade, and the Oakland Obsearver reported,
A motorcade of 25 ambulances led by Sgt, John Ceeper of the
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Oakland Police Department drove through borough streets with
sirens wailing Happy Birthday to the local first aid squad on its
15th birthdavy.

The 1970's proved to be a time when squads were forced to
band together in order to maintain the advancements they had made
in previous years. Initially the state wanted tao charge squads
$200 far a permit to conduct Fund drives. Then, in 1970, Bill
A-1673 was introduced. If the bill had passed, it would have given
the state control over all local squads. When the bill was
defeated, Bill A-138¢4 was introduced, Its main premise was that
all squad members would have tao be licensed by the state. At this
point the NJISFAC called an all local squads to rally against
unfair proposed licensing requirements, A motoercade to Irenton
was organized and Oakland sent one of its rigs in support. The,
bill was defeated and the NISFAC introduyced its new 5 point
training pragram to insure that all squads were being properly
trained. S5tilil the state continued to try to raise revenues for
itself by propasing other bills throughout the decade. One such
bill would bave reguired each squad member to pay $2. per year for
the hanor of volunteering. Bill A-13B9 moved squads out of the
jJurisdiction of the Department of Transportation and into the
Department of Health,. The state plan was to divide the state inta
10 regions and put all local first aid squads under regional state
control. Had that bill passed, the state would have received $2
million in federal Funding which would have gone toward
administrative salaries gand communication equipment for hospitals
and paramedic units, Once again NJSFAC squads, ineluding Oakland,
banded together to fight the bill which would have meant Ehe end
of their autonomy. Ancther motorcade to Trenton was organized and
again Dakland sent one of its rigs complete with a poerta-potty for
emergency pit stops. It was during one such pit stop that VvVicki
Kave performed another first in the Dakland Fipst Aid Squad. She
accidently "mooned" d trucker on Roubte ]-287!

The motorcade was again successful and te date, with the
help of aur state council, volunteer squads have been able to
maintain their independence and to provide patient care without
state interference.,

Whenever new members ‘joined the squad they brought with
them new ideas on how to raise funds, generate interest, and have

fun. It wWas during the 1970's that squad members began to work
the ticket booths at the Peddlar's Fair at PIME to sel] what was
then termed as unusable Junk. Cut-a~thons and skate-a-thong
became new ways to earn money, We even began to charge crews .25

cents whenever they made 3 mistake on a trip sheet, New members
got to know old timers at spcials like the First corned beef
dinner in 1970,



Still, the foremast priority was first aid and the
continual improvement of services to the people of Oakland, In
1871, Jakland was one of the first area squads te install hospital

radios, In 1972, it was determined that lean out had saved the
townspeaple $6,4849. and in 1978 the Vial of Life was initiated by
the sgquad. Safety and oxygen cammittees were formed,

recorder-annie and childbirth mannequins were purchased to upgrade
training, and an electranic street map was donated to help us
improve response time. By 1974, the squad had purchased encugh
Instalerts so that each night-time member was able to have anes and
could now respond without being dispatehed by phane, By HMarch of
1974, the 911 emergency number, sponsored by Councilman Angelo
Ltacetena, was fully operational in town, and by September 1977 the
entire squad was able to shift to a 24 hour Instalerts system.

The squad's ambulances were continually updated too, A
1972 M&# Cadillac was purchased. [t was the last C{addy we would
own and it would give us more trouble then all the others
combined. This was the first time the sgquad would be able tao pay
off a new Tig in less than one vear, but we socon found out that we
had purchased a maintenance lieutenant's nightmare, In one vear

W e had kLo Teplace the brakes, drums, hydraulic pressure
regulators, transmission, both batteries, and the rig still didnt't
Tun well! However, we fared better with the new vans purchased

during the decade,

Through careful finmancial planning we were able to pay
nff the last of the building's mertgage in June 1977. Another big
ceelebration was planned for the mortgage burning. Finally the
squad truly owned everything it had.

Over the past thirty years there's been many changes in
Bakland and within the squad, We've progressed from a small town
organization whieh proudly acknowledges that it owned two small
axygen tanks in 1954, to a sophisticated corporation which now
boasts such equipment as the XP-1 and cardiac monitors. In many
ways the squad was much stricter with its members in the old davs
and what little money it had on hand was carefully managed and
sparingly spent, Because of the wise planning of early members, a
strong and stable foundation was laid down for future members tao
build on. Yet some things never change, O0n Thursday, January 29,
1959, the "Oakland Bulletin" printed the following article,
"Recruits for the Oskland First Aid Squad are urgently needed if
thevy are to continue to serve the bprough without undue hardship
on present members. fhe rapid growth of Bakland during the past
Few vears has been accomplished by a corresponding increase in
demands upon the squad, and additional volunteers would permit a
reduction in the shifts covered by the individual members. Anyaone
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interested in contributing some time to this worthwhile community
service may cantact the squad membership committee for Ffurther

particulars.”

Yolunteers todayv, just as in 1954, are expected to have
the same commitment to high standards, the same dedicatiocn to
service. And with the history of the squad in mind, we can look
forward to our next thirty vears. )

AMBULANCES OF THE OAKLAND FIRST AID SQUAD

1948 Cadillac donated by Vivian and Jochn Walker

1956 Miller Cadillac--=---- B $i10,500 minus trade
19672 Miller Meteor Cadillag-w-----w-- 312,600

1965 Custom 5&S Csdillac--~w—-we—u-—--- $20,595% minus trade
1969 Custom S&S5 Cadillac---ww—-—-—w-=-==- $18,000 minus trade
1972 H&M Cadillace--emmremmeno—en - ~-$16,465 minus trade
19764 Dodge Starline Van----wwo—--—-—--= $15,344 minus trade
1976 Dodge Star Max Van------- " ——————- $18,000 minus trade
1977 Dodge Star Max Van---w-wee-o--—- $19,000 minus trade
1980 K&S Chevrolet Mini-Mod--w--ww---- $30,750 minus trade
1981 Fard Ecanoline Mod---=--~ et ——-——— $31,050 minus trade
Number of _calls from August, 1954 through June, 1984 = 16,464,

Fram the time as mavor that [ accepted the key to the
first ambuliance, a gift to the squad by John and Vivian Walker in
memorTyV of their son John Robert Walker, I kept an interest in the
first aid squad, for I admired the men and women that were
involved in the work of reaponding to siling people and others

injured.

I was amazed at the strict discipline they imposed upon
themselves and the rigid training in first aid wark they had to go

through.

They are well prepared. When 8 call faor an ambulance 1is
received by the police dispatcher he/she relays it electronically
to the ambulance duty crew, and whether it be day eor night, away
they ga., They deliver the ailing ar injured person te the
hespital end return. Never, but never, do they ask the individual
or Ehe family to pavy for the trip. Whoever may wish to give a

donation may do so.

1 remember this service sQ vividly that when it was
brought up before to the mavor and council we agreed to make a8

vearly daonation to the First aid squad. I know this practice




still carries on through this year, 1987.

I am proud that far this past aspproximately 20 years the
squad has elected me ‘to, and 1 have served on, the Board of
Trustees of the First Aid Sqguad.

John Walkery served as President cf the squad, and
president of the board of trustees from 1954 uyntil his passing in
1987, Vivian Walker served as treasurer of the first aid squad,

and treasurer of the board of trustees from 1954 te the present
year, 1987, and what a superb job she has done with the handling
af the squad's finances, Vivian Walker and Connie Monks are the
only Lwo charter members still mgtive in the sgquad at &this time,
1987, 33 years of service. Thank vyau.

Those members of the squad who served as Captain 4 terms
oT more were Harold Wilke, Ray Shattuck, and Boeb DeBoer. Bob
DeBoer 1 believe is now serving his 6th term as Captain of the
squad.,

1 am thankful ta Lilsa Timpson, who was captain of the
sguad, and its historisan, for the fine resume of &the squad's
history, parts of whiech you have read. Thank you Lila.

What words of praise can aone write about a group of men
and “women, and now the cadets, that render service to the
residents of oaur community in Qur time of medical emergency?
Thank you, with a great deal of feeling, and there must be a few
thousand folks in our town that feel as I do.

ne waord of caution tg the residents of Oakland. Give
the squad all the help you can when they are threatened, with
nther first aid squads, by state cantrol. Keep them as our own.
We know what they are doing and we do not know what will happen if
the state controls all first aid squads. Keep the state fram
interfering with all Ffirst aid squads.

THE GARDEN CLUB O0OF DAKLAND

As we drive down our business sectionm on our maimn street

there are 8 number af farge concrete bowls, each containing
flowers, and these flowsrs are changed by the season. All of this
is done by the members of the Garden €Club of Oakland, but this is
not all. It's gquite a program that they carry out, and the

continuing club prajects participated in by all members is as
follows:
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Civic Beautification: Plant and maintain two Blue Star
Memarial Bywavs on Route 208 North and South, Bush Flaza, Chadney
Memorial Park, two Van Allen House gardens {herb and ald
Fashioned) and Library garden,

Oakland Public Library: Provide weekly flower
arrangements and/or educational exhibits. '

Garden Therapy: Provide flower service to east Orange
Veterans Hospital patients in October anmd at Christmas. Christmas
gifts for “laocal nursing home patients, monthly programs at local
nursing homes and plants for local shut-ins at Easter,

Plant Sale

Arbor Day Tree Planting Ceremony

Memorial Day Wreath at VYeterans Park

Scholarship to Indian Hills High Schoel Senior proficient
in the field of natural sciences.,

Christmas Wreath on Muynicipal Building.

Seasonal Wreaths on VYan Al}len House.

All of this is done on a volunteer basis. Noene of the
members receive any pav for what they do.

Mrs. . Stutz was the first president in 1949-1957. i

knew her well, She was a great weoerker for the eclub, and laved
nature, particularly flowers and shrubs. She did a superb job,

The 1987-1988 president of the club is Mrs. C. Imming.

First VYice President - Mrs. M, MeNally.

Second Vice President - Mrs. C. Curran.

Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. J. Henpwv.
Treasurer - Mrs. G. Maobaved,

One wonders when one examines the projects they take care
af vear in and year out where the funds come from, ihe source of
all the club's projects are dues of $10 a vear per member, $15 a
vear for sustaining members, Also, twice a vear plant and flower
sales are held, and these monies also go to support club projects.

THE WOMAN'S CLUB OF OAKLAND

The following is excerpted from information given me by
Mrs. Peg Sumner, President of the Woman's Club.

The Woman's Club of Oakland began an January 29, 1953, at
a meeting at the home of Mrs. Salvatore Daccursao., [t has served
the community since then by promoting education, supporting public



welfare, and striving for a higher sgoeial and moral standard. The
club is non-political and non-sectarian,

The club became a vital Fforce within the community. The
first project was colleecting old tovs, rebuilding them for
distribution at Christmas to the needy. The club distributed food
baskets to the needy, drove people whao were in need of medical
care, spent hours in nursing homes, gave parties for children,
assisted at local health clinics - whatever needed to be done. In

1966 and for the following seven years many club members spent
long hours patterning a brain-damaged child.

The club has sponsored essay and poetry contests, awards
annual scholarships to high school graduates, and presents a
science award to eignht grade graduates. Since the 1960's the club
has sponsored a high sehool jumior to attend the Girls Citizenship
Institute at Pouglass College, sponsored by the New Jersey
Federation of Woman's Clubs.

The club has contributed to the historical preservation

of Oakland. It has donated sight-saver books to the public
library, and spansored the first glass recycling grive in 19270,
The Mayor and Council asked the club ta form a street naming
committee and all new streets have been named by this committee
since the 1970's. Mrs. [.B. Harding conceived the idea of naming
a Woman of the Ysar to honor an QOakland resident far ocutstanding
service to the community. lhis award has been given since i961.

The Weman's Club of Oakland is a member of the New Jersey
Federation of Woman's Clubs.
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: POLICE DEPARTMENT

Paolice Department in 1978 - Left to right front row:
John Williams, Lt. Clarence Kehoe, Capt. Joseph Eilert, Chief
Donald Hasenbalg, Lt. Robert Covert, Joseph Zimmerman. Znd row:
Det. Michael MaDonna, Richard E€ldridge, Daniel Hughes, Sgt. John
Pianettini, Sgt. Baniel Pagerie, Sgt. John Cooper, 5gt. Jerry
Tobia, Sgt. James G'Cennor, Det. Robert Kmnapp; Al Petito, Det.

Clem Brown, Albert Jacobs. Back row: Wayne Harz, Richard
Augustitusg, Bruce Carota, Ronald Beattie, John Cavener, Frank
Territo, Robart O0;Keefe, James Gaul. Not imncluded in Picture:

Albert Reischel, William Brown, and William Philpot,.

DAKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT

Prior to 1925, Oakland had three marshals; first Aaron
Henning, gecond F. L. Merrion, and third Henrty Haopper. The
Oakland Police Department WaES formed by oerdinance on August 19,

1925. James E. Munn police chief, Successive chiefs have been;
Hanry Burns 1929, John G, A, Johnson 1932, F, L. Merriom 1935,
Joseph Wood 1960, Denald Hasenbalg 19374 and James R. O'Caonnor

1986, the present chief,

The Daklsnd Palice Department consists of 29 SWOTN
vfficers and 2 civilian employees. Specializatian
compartmentalizes the Department persannnel intuo Ehe follewing
units; Pegtrol Divisiagn, Detective Bureau, Youth Bureau, Records
and Identification Bureau, and Traffic Safety Bureau.



0f the 29 officers af the Police Department, 12 are
college graduates, holding Baccalaureate Degrees in Police Science
(Criminal Justice Administration} and 4 hold Associate Degrees in
the Criminal Justice field, gakland's Palice Department is aone of
the best educated in Bergen County of the departments of
comparable numerical strength, and the of ficers are constantly
compiling maore . and more in service training and on-the-job
training credits in addition te their college background.

The motto of the Dakland Poliece Department is "To Protect

and Serve”,

Hany of the Department's officers are well along in their
pulice career, and most have between 10 to 25 years of service
experiasnce to their credit. the Youth Bureau Qfficer is very
involved with the vyoungsters of the community and with school
authorities, and VeTY instrumental in prompting safety-related

programs for the voungsters.

In 1978 a new Police Headquarters Building Wwas
constructed. 1t is a large building of two stories and cantains
the most modern of police electronic equipment. When a patrb] car
brings to headquarters a suspect the patrol car enters a special

ection of the building, escape proof and again containing modern
¢lectronic equipment., If necessary, the suspect can be placed in
one of the twa cells in the building. If the suspect became
unruly all the paliceman has to do is kick the wall, and it
electroenically then calls for help,

Upon entering the building vou are in a large lobby with
cehairs and so forth, in case vou have to wait awhile, and seated
in the rear of this laebby is the pelice dispatcher and quite often
anacther policeman. They are seated behind a bullet proof glass
partitiaon. They are available to any resident that may come in
and possibly report an incident or seek advise. The public is

well accommodated.

In the building is a large meeting room for seminars of
police, the chief's office, captain's office, lieutenant’'s office,
and an interrogation room. All Ehese are slectronically

connected.

Yhen a patrol car stops a car on & highway and asks for
the driver's license and car registration, the policeman calls it
in to the dispatcher via 2-~way radiao. The dispatcher has at bis
hand a computer that is cannected with the state motor vehicle
department in Trenten. Within minutes the answer comes back and
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is relayed by the dispatcher to the patrol car seeking the
informatian, This information gives the officer confirmation as
to whether the driver's license and the car registration compares
with the one the driver has.

There are approximately five cars patrolling eur streets
24 hours a day with a 2-way radio svstem that keeps them in direget

contact with the dispatcher., “In addition, the head of the
detective bureau has his car, . 8s he usually operates in plain
clothes. oF course the chief, and captain, and lieutenankts have

their cars.

The computer sysitem that I previously mentioned gives the
Oakland Police Department direct contact with any town that has
this system in the state of New Jersey, and I beslieve including
Rockland County in New York State.

The borough is well protected bv our well organized and
trained police force. I don*t believe the Borough of Oakland will
ever have to construct another poelice headquarters, for the
present one certainly should take care of police needs for 50
vears or more. '

I must add, previous to the construction, Congressman Bab
Roe was instrumental in getting Federal Aid for the constructian,
by many thousands of dollars, which the federal government
contributed, The building was construckted during Mayor Bauer's
term of ofFfice.

RECREATION COMMITTEE-MOTHER'S CLUB-FATHERS'S CLUB

You have read how the Recreation Commission was formed by
ordinance during my term of office and how the members of the
commission were advised in any affairs they ran, the Funds would
hava ta go into the tawn Ereasury as they were an arm of the
government, The result was Ehat the Recreation Committee was
formed consisting of the Mother's Club, the Father's Club, and
some members of the Recreation Commission. The committee does_ not
always act as a whale, The Mother's Club or the Father's Club mavy
decide ta run some affair for funds on their own.

Let us examine the contribution teo the recreation program
that the Mother's Club has given and is still giving. This
organization was conceived in the minds of a small group of women
who were interested in the uniform fooeiball program, primarily
becausge they either were mothers of plavyers, oT wives of
coaches, They realized the need for asdditional uniform equipment

.



and decided that they should do something to help since it was
their voungsters who benefited from the recreation program.

In September of 1957 fifteen women gathered at the home
of Marian Swensan and decided to Form a club te raise funds to
supplement the recreation program. Several names were suggested,
They finally aqreed upen Mother's Club of Oakland and proceeded to
elect their first afficers, Mary Kelly was chosen as the first
President and her fellow officers were Marian Swenson Treasurer,
Mirian Self Vice Presiﬁent, and Flo Sullivan Secretarv. An
executive meeting was held the following month at the home of the
new president and at that time the by~laws were prepared under the
direction of the Parliamentarian Adelaide Kirchner.

The first project undertaken by this new group was to
sponsor the cheerleaders and pravide their uniforms. Shortly
thereafter the majaorettes Wwere organized under the direction of
Joan Eromie and their uniforms were purchased from the twirling
fund,

that first vear the club ran a dance, their first fashiaon
show and talent show, From the profits realized from these
affairs thev purchased not only the cheerleaders uniforms, but
also a tackling dummy, a blocking machine and a public address
system, At a football banquet trophies were given to a large
graup of youngsters and they also held the first Halloween party
on the tennis courts.

1959 saw Adelaide Kirchner as Presideﬁt with Mirian Self

Vice President, Flo Sullivan Secretary, and Marian Swenson
lvaanuvay., Quring that yeat they had asnother successful fashlon
e w RS siwe Tar Ti~33 zaziasg Tals 30t Aeueh . Fre sendial
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and purchased equipuwent ftor 34

party, children's Christmas party cormed

girls football team. Donations were also made to th? newi;at Pned
bowling prograﬁ. The fFirst sewing group wWas organized ¥

and a sewing machine was purchased.

In 1960, Kay Raoss sgrved ag President, Marian Sw;z:z;
Yice President, Adele Henrich Secretary, and Giaci.n ohe
Treasurer. The ciub ran a dress clu?, cake sale, s ocEL ghunt
umbrella sale, and a bazaar. in addition to the Eastirthzgrirst
and Hallaoween party and Faotball pr?gz;m ;:zzug:;igozlass R

i to two members o he

zgg;;z:anZ:;zolfwardﬁdditional cheerleaders uniforms weredpuzz:Zsiz
when the program Was enlarged and a ping pong Fahle Was |onFark to
the vouth canteen. A tree was planted in veteran's

Memorial Davy.

e iy e Emw

_




In 196t Carol Mahler was elected President, Kay Mansher
Vice President, Flo Clause Secretery, and Joan Cromie Jreasurer.
Two dress c¢lubsg were conducted that year plus the annual fashion
show and a hoedown, and also sold fruit cakes, The first baby
parade was held that year ard in addition to the graduation award
and Halloween parade they bought two more sewing machines and
letters for the cheerleaders, Donagld Duck swings and othery
playground equipment for the Recreation fField. A donstion was
made to the library for Children's books and benches were bought
for VYVeteran's Park, Since there Was still a surplus in the
tressury at the end af the vear, it was voted to establish a
sewing account for some future needs.

This brings us te 1962 when the officers were Leslie
Weiss Fresident, Kay Danaher Vice President, Betty Geisslmon
Secretary, and Marian Swenson Treasurer. The arnual fashion show
was again a success and they conducted another dress club, not to
mention their first Luau. In addition to a merry-go-round for the
plavground of the recreation Field they and also bought hats For
the girls seftball teams.

i have had this resume of the activities in the Mother's
Club furpished ko me by the President Judy Filvaw. Print 1it,
print it in Full for it shows the perseversncs and dedication to
the recreation program by these ladies, Judy's report covered
activities of the Mother's Club until 1962. We ,now come to the
update of their activities.

Since 1962 they continue their yearly activities, running
affairs, making a profit at these affairs and purchasing needed
equipment at the recreabien Field, From the mopnies thevy have

earned they have purchased a bus for the transportation of
baseball, football and so forth teams to other towns to play
games, They also purchased a basketball score board at the
Heights School. They continue to make donations te the Helping
Hands and the Senior Citizens Programs,

There is no question, by their activities, that the
residents of cur borough have been saved a good many thousands of
dollars, thanks to the Mother's Club of Dakland.

OAKLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Gne evening, driving home, as i passed the Van Allen
House, I saw a large sign reading "For Sale", by the owner Alex
Doig. I got thinking about it ard I Ffelt, that in as much as the
byilding bad a historical background, that the Borough of QOakland



should owWn the property. I called a couple of ladies. Teld them
what I had in mind and if they could get a few more ladies that
believed the borough should own this praperty, that we would go ta
a council meeting and prevail on the touncil to purchase the
property...l wish I- had remembered their names. Well we walked
into a public' council meeting, presided over by Mayor Thornton,
Mayor Thernton listened to their appeal that the borough buy the
van Allen House. He designated Councilman Esak and myself, Al
Patash, ta enter into negotiations with Mr. Doig. 1 was not in
cffice at that time as mavor . I believe I was a member of the
board of education. Mr. Esak and I visited with Mr. Daoig and
after dilly dallving an the price, it was finally settled at
$32,000 and on October 19466 the borough council apprapriated the
money for .the purchase of the property. Again I spoke to these
ladies and suggested that the Oakland . Historical Society be
erganized and that the property be in the society's care for its
preservation and improvement an the interior; that it would
shelter a MUSEUMm of Revolutionary War days and also some of the
burough's history. This was done.

Mrs. Potash and I donated a picture to the society that
was believed to be a picture of the first meeting of the soclety
on November 16, 1966, I am listing herewith the names of those
present:

CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE OAKLAND HISJDRICAL SOCIETY

This list of names is taken from a photo that was
presented to the society by Alexander Potash on May 21, 1972 and
titled as:

THE FIRST MEETING OF THE OAKLAND HISTORICAL SDCIETY NOV. 14, 1956,
Sipce to the best of my knowledge, there is no other list

available, it is presumed that this list is all of the charter
members.

Ronald Little Edith Trim

fleanor Little Mrs, Clete Polsk
Yalantine Wander Audrey Meclntyre
*Ruth Knapp Doarothy Avenseo
Dorothea Whitney Margaret Summan
Joseph Sprain . Gerard Greetenderest
Virginia Knapp Betty Restusci
Wallis Dix Mary C. Cleary

Irene Morin Jordan C. Kern

William Morin Shirley l. Kern
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Clete FPolsk Jacquelin Kasica
*Alexander Potash, {(First President)}

#In 1988 these two were still on the membership roll.
On the left hand corner af the phote is a statement

"Present at the meeting but not in the picture.”™ They are. as
follows: Marie Evans, Barbara fucia, Barbara Rieneckey and Pat

Anthany.

The above requested by Alexander Potash during January
1988 and prepared by Alexander John, House Chairman and former
president of the Saciety, February 1988.

Relative to the history of the Borough that vou are
about to compile and vyour inquiry oabout the accomplishments of the
Gakland Historical Soepiety, be assured that the project is worthy

af serious detoiled study. Unfortunately, there is not a "log"”
af events available to refer to in 50 far as the Seciety is
concerned, However, the following infermation is gathered from
recollection, publiecity and public knowledge ~ during the past 15

vears that 1 have been a member. Hence, it is being furnished to
vou from the individual position af a member and not officially
from the Saciety.

While you atre a member of long standing, vou probably are
unaware that the show got on the road after a new set of By-laws

were adopted 4/28/76. Prior to this, a minority - the Executive
Committee - had all the power hence there was a lot of hedging
From the members. The new By-laws provided the impetus sa

necessary to get stalled activities going again but some wreckage
was left in that a Few resignations occurred. However, with the
infusion af additional member power, most of the volunteer
activity, fund raising and spending was accomplished soon after;
the result is as you see the house today.

Twelve years later - the house is buttoned up against
varmints and the weather: all rooms are slmost fullvy furnished
with Society funds, regular cpen house schedules are effective,
the grounds are in good ‘condition and frequent programs arTe
produced. Incidentally, te date approximately $5,000 af the
Society's Funds have been used for improvements and furnisbings
For the VYan Allen House.

Anyhow:

1. The first meeting of the Society was November 16,
1966. This information is takem From a photo that



6.
7.

8.

10.
11.

12.
13.

P4,
15.

16.
17.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25,
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you provided on 5/21/72. Heresay has it that there
were some preliminary meetings prior to this.

The incorporaticn papers were certified during
february 1967 and witnessed by four trustees.
Alexander Potash was the first President aof the
Society.

flementary By-laws were established.

velunteers cleaned the house of debris caused by Lhe
removal of old plumbing and a Faltering steam heating
system. Sometime thereafter, a hat airt heatinag
system was installed. Thanks to the funds provided
by Budd FParr.

A Flag pole was erected.

The green paint was sandblasted from the stone wall
cf the house. -

yolunteers painted the sxteriar of the house.

A fundw-ralising program was established.

Interior painting was done on only a limited basis.
Rummage sales were pstablished but sbandoned about
1974,

A new power line was installed.

By-laws werTe revised giving exclusive power to the
membership.

Extensive velunteer activity resulted and all
ipterisr rocoms were gone Bover and painted.

The Society funded the re~finishing of all flopors.
The Society funded the placement of window guards.
Several antique design lighting fixtures wele donated
and installed.

All rooms were furnished with tempoTary or final
period furniture, funded by the Saciety. {Some
furniture will be upgraded as funds are available)

A eraft Guild was formed to particularly coveT the
Bicentennial activity.

A minuteman Unit was formed to particularly cover the
Bicentennial activity.

A Speakers group was formed to particuiarly cover the
Bicentennial activity.

A colonial design of a house opening sign was
obtained.

A "blue marker" sign was funded and installed after
the house was placed on the state and national
register as a historical landmark.

The first, very cemprehensive, antigue show Was
arranged through Stella Promotions. It was extremely
successful dollar wise.

Ordinance 76, code 644, concluded february 1977
accorded considerable rights to the Society in



26.

27,

28.

29.

30.

31.

regards to the Van Allen House. In essence, it
became the heasdguarters for the Society and the
Society became a custodian. The ordinance expires
3/1/97.

An aold grist mill stone was relocated from the banks
of the Ramapo River to the Van Allen House grounds.
This was by Mr. & Mrs. Kern, former residents, on
whose property it was formerly located.

An Dakland history museum room was opened and
Furnished, located next to the keeping room. (a1l

Potash take note - this more or less complies with
your desire Eo make the VYan Allen House a museum, per
your letter of July 2%, 1966 to Congressman William

B. Widnall).

In 1979, the first comprehensive work was done an
the Van Allen House since its purchase by the 8crough
in 1966, The majority of funds were by the Borough,
some federal and $1,000 by the Society, The total
came to spproximately $29,000 primarily covering
gtabiiizatioen and preservation projects. Rather than
.pay $1080 per day extra for suvpervision (to the
architect), a member took over this chore gratis.
{Incidentally, the high bid fer the job was about
$6,000.) We sure made some saving. The society
funded the upgrading of the lavatory and the hot
water system.

A Farm Museum was funded and esitablished by the
Society in a adjscent out building. One of jits first
acquisitions was a two wheel dump wagon still in
better that fair conditien. This "grass roots" item
was donated by Mrs, Mcloy of the McCoy farm. She was
about 99 years old at the time,. Sled runners are
also exhibited as coming from the Scardo Farm -
donated by Frank Scardo. Many other items came from
out of state,

In 1985 a new cooking fireplace was partially funded
by the Society and constructed in the kes2ping room.
The Society also supplied all the necessary cooking
equipment.

In 1987 the Society partially funded the purchase and
installation of a8 new main, aoverhead, parlor beam.
formerly the supporting arrangements for the upstairs
floor was a8 4% x 4" plate supported by two widely
spaced 3" x 4" oak woad, acting as columns.

Relative to the museum, item #27, it is interesting to

that
are,

exhibits from Four Gakland families are lodged here.
Henry Hopper - Blacksmiths items, drawings & school




model; Mandigo family - blacksmith items; Munsinger family -~ foot
warmer with initials P D, presumable Peter NDemarest and Mrs.
McNomee - basket woTk and pictures from gther members of the
Familyv, as well as maps. If memory serves me, you also furnished

some items but it does nuot appear to be recorded.

And Now, Al , we are into 1988. We have submitted a
request to the Hayar and Council to budget funds to paint the
exterior of the house. The members plan on painting the inside.
It is anticipated that Benjamin Moore will supply the paint free
of charge.

I trust that this will provide ernough infarmaticn to
enable yau Eo cover the Speciety in good and complimentary terms,

pP.S.-relative ta daenations of items for the museum,
perhaps other families have donated but | cannot recollect the
circumstances, item er date. Qur records in this respect are not

the best,
An herb garden was planted by Florence Ridley.
Thank you Al John, for your very informational letter.

PRESIDENTS OF THE OAKLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

&

Alexander POEASHceersnsonnorsconnsnsssesltP68 = 1967
Ren Little...........................|968 - 1969
George Hardman.......................1969 - 1970
Charles BErCiNiceerasesesirneassersa=s1970 - 1971
Geraldine GCRELET svoesenorsrsnsssrases 8?71 - 1973
Roay Wright, JL tesvsnsneasssnsannnasasa 973 - 1977
Alexander JOHM e s s anessosaosesesovenss 1977 - ig9681
Christaphbor CUTT AN essesansnseasnsssnes BB = 1985
Michae] Held.weoeeesoonsassassansansss 983 = present

OAKLAND RECREATVION COMMITTEL

What is the difference between the reecreation committee
and the recreation commission? The recreation commission, during
Mavor Potash's term of office, was created by an ordinance and
they have full power of administrating the recreation program.

The recreation committee conrsists of three members of the
Mother's Club, three membetrs of the Father's Club and three
members af the commission., it is a private erganizatiaon, not
under the control of the barough council., Whatever affairs, and
there are many, that they foster to raise funds are spent in
ditferent Wwavs an needed equipment, uniforms and so forth of the

!
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recreation program, They contrel their own funds and they make
the determination how the funds should be spent, on the recreation
program. The recresation commission, being an arm of the boroungh

government, could not do this, For any funds they may raise would
have to go into the town treasury.,

The recreation committee therefore has the Freedom af
what they wish te da. The recreation Commission was created in
1954 and the recreation committee was orgasnized in 1959,

Deccasionally the Maother's Club or the fFather's Club will
go off on their awn ta run some affairs te raise funds for the
recreation program. You have read a resume of the Mother's Club.
I understand the Father's Club in two different vears raffled a
car, and from the profits of these affairs the money was used for
lights an two of the Fields. The beauty of these night light
installaticons is that it make it possible for adults, after WOFEk,
to organize teanms and come down to the field te play ball or any
other sport.

I" have received the following information from Lorraine
Murray, who joined the committee in 1973, and has assembled a list
of the expenditures of the committee since 1969:

They made repairs of the tennis courts, purchased a2
Football tackling dummy and Football rain capes, installed a
trophy case, paved the recreation parking lot, equipment for
refreshment stand, first tennis lights, Ffootball lights, Ffootball
sled, making of Field #B8, wrestling equipment, purchase of lights
from Yankee Stadium, startup casts .of soccer program, bleachers
faor recreation field, pitching machine, fookball helmets, new
refrigerataor far stand, stereo equipment for teen canteen, Truman
field backstop and fence, baseball equipment storage boxes, Field
e dugouts, on deck batting cages, sending teams to regional
tournaments, football rib pads, fencing equipment, support of
pass, punt & kick contest, and the overhang of the recreation
stand,

In addition the recreation committee has appropriated

funds faor the fallowing projects: $i0,000 toward additional
lighting at the recreatiaon field camplex, $5,000 to fund the
startup of 10 neaw traveling socceT teams competing statewide,
$3,000 to provide a badly needed new backstop at the recreatiagn
cemplex, £2,000 for a long awaited football/socecer electric

scoreboard at the recreation complex, $7,000 loan to the Borough
of Oakland to provide emergency Trepairs to Truman Field, damaged
by fFloods, $3,000 toward defraving Expenses of town-hosted
baseball tournaments and $350 to the Safety Town project,



These
sponsored.

are
Remember

just
your taxes

some of the projects the
could never

y have financially

buy the program yourt

children enjoy. it 1is through fund raising events suech as the
dinner dance and the volunteer efforts of these members of the
recreation committee that the people of Qakland enjoy 89 much
excellent recreation program and some of the finest recreational
facilities available in 8ergen County. There follows 3 list af
members past and present af the gakland Recreation fommittee:
George Cromie Anne Atkins Grodon vemrillion
Pete LaBarba pPat Plumb Ed Bullis
Sal Mattera Maprilyn Lungren Joyce Varga
Bab Shutte Fd Sauer Frank SeegerTs
Dick vernotica Harry Plerce Roy Klinger
Marion Swenson vinnie Rex Jda Rex
led Langstine Joan Kolkka Gene Enright
Ella Hicks Tomi Martellaci LarTy Kazmierczak
Roberta DeMan Joe Letechford George lhompson
Lois Viscosi Danny D'Elia Don Gruna
Loretta Lippens Lorraine Murray aArlene Gorla
John Cleary pon Plummer pat Tynan
Len Oshinski Marge Quinn Frank Monaco
getty Naumann Mildred Casselll geroge GerTney
Marion lsaacs Helen Heavey yinnie Letizis
Alliene Schultz Joe Kwederis lom fFew
Ed Delmour Dick Brodeu¥

We must visuallze the time and energy that the membeTs of
the recreation committees spend to create what they do and of
course they receive no pRBY, just the atisfaction .and pride as
they see the children enjoy the recreation program.

The tegam manageTrs, coaches, wumpires and referees &re® also
volunteers. If ever there is an example for the porough council
to- follow it is the recreation commission. When the boraugh
council is faced Wwith a project, a VETY large projeet, such as
Senwers and g0 farth, then they must not attempt toO handle it
themselves. lhey should create an organization prescribed by law
to mamnage such 2 project.

I must pay tribute to Herb Jacobs. Herb is the map who
has kept the grounds and other parts of the recreation field in

"condition far the games. Herb is now retired. He has earned 1it.
Herb, thanks forT the beautiful job you have done .
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

Oakland's Fire Department 1978 ~ left to pight, bottom

row: President Vernon Yeomans, 1st Asst, Chief Rebert Artus, Fire
Chief John DelCorpo, Znd Asst. Chief Edwin Kimmel, Chaplin Henry
Wanderwall. 2nd TOW: Frank Marcueilli, Joseph Gallup, Raymang
Blum, Frank Palumbo, Charles Wyant, Emil Reith, Digtrict Fire
Warden Frank -Scardo, 3rd TOoOW: Raymond Goelz, Capt. Bernard
Hickey, Frank Adami, Arthur Bunger, James Lynch, Jaoseph foscano,
William Woodward, Chester Konicki. 4th row: Edward Proskey,

Timathy Flannery, Joseph Bogantian, Irving Dtto, E£dward Siefert,
Robert Schwartz, Robert Healey, Richard Prichard, Dennis Gusman.
Tap raw: Capt. Leonard Tanis, Bruce Murphy, Thomas Burke, Donald
Ryan, Edward Costigan, Lt, Leater McClure,

OAKLAND FIRE DEPFPARTMENT

The Gakland Volunteer Fire Department was founded on June
10, 1909 with little more than bucket brigade methods, that is
passing pails of water frem one to another froam streams and
ponds. At this point in time there were no water mains, thus no
Fire hydrants in the cammunity,

June 10, 1911 the borough passed an ordinance offically
establishing the Yolunteer Fire Department. In that same year the



Yawpa firehouse was built, largely by the labor contributed by the
firemen themselves. In those days, huge iron lacomotive rings,
erected an posts and struck with sledge hammers spopunded the
community fire alarm. And so it was a major advancement when an
electric siren was installed on teop of the fFirehouse, supplanting
the eall of the struck ireon. During 19225 the firehouse was
doubled in size and equipment such as a motor truck with pumper to
utilize water from broeks, streams and ponds was purchased.

In April, 1937, wupan application, the fire department was
accepted as a member of the New Jersey State Firemen's
Association. With membership in this organization, the Oakland
Firemen's Relief Association was organized to serve as @ liaison
between the volunteer Firemen of Qakland and the New Jersey State

Associatien, This entitled a fireman, upon serving 7 years with 3
minimum of £60% attendance at all fires and drills each vear, to a
State Firemen's Exempk Certificate. This certificate, by law,

makes possible several henefits for firemen and their families.

The need far equipment and facilities - It was in 1954,
when the new Ward LaFrance fire truck was purchased, that again it
became mecessgary to enlarge the Yawpo firehouse. With materials
furnished by the borough, the firemen set apoput on & large scale
do-it-yourself project. A two-story masonary addition Wwas

constructad at the rear of the building. The project was more -

than ane af wall stretching. Floor treinforcement tao accommodate
the new truck required the installation of basement lolly columns
to carrcy the additional welight. The first signs were appearing
that the Yawpo firehouse was becaming incapable of adequately
storing. modern fire engines.

buring the years 1954=-1961 the Firemen had a friend in

MavorT Potash. He had been a fireman and president of the fire
department, 56 was fully aware of the service these firTemen
performed. Practically all of their reguests in the budget each

year were approved.,

gn Jduly 15, 1960 the Buffale fire engine (vintage 1944)
was replaced by the FWD fire truck carrying a 750 gsllon per
minute pump. The ald Yawpo Firehouse now showed more visible
stress signs for housing modern apparatus. For over a vear the
truck, by necessity, was garaged in the basement of the Municipal
Building. Housing the FWD truck a half mile away fraom the Yawpo
firghouse created numerous problems, Once again the floor of the
firehouse was repsired and strengthened by installing steel beams
and Nnumerous columns in the basement, and the FWD truck was
returned to its firehause headquarters.
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Hiawatha Firehouse - in the decade bektween 1950 and 1960
Oakland grew from a population of 1,817 to 9,446. Due to this
rapid growth, a new firehouss was erected at the ctorner of
Hiawatha Boulevard and Calumet Avenue, Thus, the second Fire
house in Oakland, known as the Hiawatha fire house was completed
in 1960, during Mayor Potash's term of office.

Fire Prevention Bureau - It was realized bw the
velunteers that in addition to extinguishing fires there was a
need to stopping fires before they started, through community fire

preventian and alertness. An active Ffire prevention bureau was
formed in 1961, The mayar and council passed an ordinance
sdapting the Fire Prevention Code of 1960 as recommended bv the
National Board af Fire Underwriters. This ordinance created a

Fire Prevention Bureauy with the task of enforcing the Fire
Preventiaon Code of Dakland.

In 1964 the firemen, with money raised fFrom their annual
Fund drives purchased an Instalert Radio System, This increased
the efficiency of the department. In addition to B fire sirens
strategically located throughout the borough, each fireman had an
instalert radio installed in his home. When the sirens are now
activated each volunteer is notified, via radio, that his services
are immediately required.

In 1967 a new 1967 Chevrolet emergency fire truyck was
dedicated. The purchase of this truck by the velunteers was made
pogsible by the generous contributions of Dakland's citizens.

Retracing the milestones in the pragress of the fire
depaftment reveals that the tasks were arduous and the demands
unrelenting, fhe firemen have me t their challenge. The Fire
Department is no longer a fFledgling. Organizationally
strengthened, augmented by modern equipment, the davys of striking
iran are AowW reminiscence and to pay tribute to the many Firemen
who pioneered the Wavy,

The dedicatian af the new Yawpo fire house on April 16,
1867 was made to Ben H, Wood, a former member of the Qakland
Volunteer Fire Department.

ARTICLE FROM "1HE RECORDY" -~ MAY 16, 1984

When flames blazed through Farmer Calder‘s barn in 1203,
his OGakland neighbors helplessly threw buckets of water on the
huge Fire. This tragedy spurred the creation of the town's first
volunteer fire department in 1209, complete with a hand-drawn
50-gallon tank mounted on wheels.



Saturday, fDakland's fire campany ceiebrated its 75th
anniversary. The 54 volunteer firemen now have six fire trucks,
camplete with extensiaon poles and rescue baskets, or snotkels,
which reach 75 feet, and three smaller emergency vehicles. They
responded to 130 fire alarms and 40 rescue calls in 1983. They
are moving to a new firehouse later this year.

"When a fire department celebrates, it's like a wedding

anniversary," explained Irving Otte, chairman of the Gakland Fire
Department's history committee, and an sctive volunteer fireman
for 33 years. “6g For this 75th landmark, we invited neighboring

communities and 103 fire departments to join in the events."

A panel of eight judges marked parade participants in
several categories - Best Appearing Hand-drawn Apparatus, Best
Appearing Horse-drawn Apparatus, Best Appearing fire Department in
Uniform, Lengest pDistance Traveled By Any Participating unit, and
Best Appearing Snorkel. Marching bands accompanied the fire
departments, and the parade ended at Oakland Recreation Field.

"It's still neighbor helping neighbor, though in the,

early days everybody knew everybody else," said Otto, who's alsg¢
chief of the Fire Prevention Bureau. "Spon as the sirens sound,
anyone who's in Oakland and not working responds. We're on call

24 hours a day."

Hand-drawn and horse-drawn carts were replaced in 1917,

when a Ford Madel I truck was used. But its rear scraped along
the ground if mare than three peaple elimbed on. After an alarm
sounded, Hazel Sanders, living across from the firehouse, used Lo
run out, hand~crank the truck, and drive it to the fire to meet
the firemen . Onee she and two women friends put out a small brush
fire before the men arrived.

il ! joined the fire department in 1951," said Otto. "Up
until then, you dialed the operatar, and she would ring Arthur
Seel's store, which was by the firehouse, He'd run outside and
pull the fire-alarm box, waift for the Ffiremen, and tell them where
the fire was. At night the operator called the fire chief."

"But in 1952 they installed a phene-alarm system for the
fire chief, his assistant, the police, civilian defense director,
and the firehouse, asnd a button on the phones set off the alarm,”
he, said.

A Fire PFrevention Bureau, estahlished in 1960, aimed to
alert residents to ways of preventing fires. fhis pregram, still
active in the community, visits homes, offices, and schools to
teach safety methods.
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Today, there is a 11 phone number to the police
department, eight fire sgirens strategically located throughout the
barough, and nine up-to-date truycks and emergency vehicles,

Today, Farmer Caldexr's Farm would have a good chance of
survival,

Story written by: Evelyn Kavye

This vyear, 1987,' the Borough of QOakland has a Fine Fire
department. The firemen are well trained, dedicated to their work
and are furnished with - modern fire engines and other equipment
including a2 snorkel and 3 fire houses located for the guick
response to a fire. We must remember that firemen are
volunteers. They do not receive any pay. Ihey are proud to be
firemen and the danger exists from the time they respond to an
alarm, speeding to the firehousge, manning the fire engines, and
speeding to the Fire as quickly as possible, I recemmend to the
residents that yau visit the Yawpo Ffire house and see the number
of trophies Oakland's firemen have won in competition with other
fire departments.

I also want to pay tribute tg one of the firemen: Vernon
Yeomans, He has been chief of the fire department a number of
times and he has served as a fireman for Fifty years.

During Mayor Bauer's term of office our third firehouse,
on Long Hill Road was built, free of cast to the Borough of
Oakland, by the developer., With this third firehouse response
time to any fire, anywhere in ODakland has been greatly enhanced.

FIRE CHIEFS WHO HAVE SERVED THE DEPARTMENT

1909 - 1915, .. .00t einvvannsree.ludo W. Wilkens?
1916 - 1922..............,.....HenTy R. Hopper
192 = 1932 . i inneenensnveeaFrank D. Pulis
1933 -« 1935, ... icieinnenereensdamas F. Munn
P96 . .0t ittt ittt iseennunneeraseCharles Meredith
P33T it i i i i ittt t s st ssreteser-Robert Allen

1938 - 1939 . .00 enrenirnnnenneebdward Cve
1940 - 1942, ., .40t inuueeanseaeaeHarold J. Munn
1943 - 1944, ... .0 iiueensesecEdward Hanney

19245 = 1946 ...t necnsinanneaHilliam A. Richardson
1947 12520 i i iiveeanneealester W. Marion

19553 F956....00 e ienisanar..Dennis Clark

1957 = 1965 ¢.eusisveanenaseeneVernon Yeomans

—
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FIRE CHIEFS CONTINUED

1966 = 1967 ..¢4sasreesesasRabert Haemmerle
1968 = 1969 . 0vsseesesessaassilliam Woodward
1970 = 197 1.eeceessss-awesV¥ernan Yeomans

1972 = 1973 . eussrsrsasasrsHilliam Woodward

1976 + v eoeeasnnsensesseresr.bdward Costigan

1975 = 19764 ceesversasssssfilliam Woodward

1977 =« 1978...ve2202022+2..dohn Del Corpo

1979 2 cesasssnssvsnesseassRobert Artus

1980 - 1981 .,.vev2seeess:2-.Bernard A. Hickey, Jr.
1982 = 1983 ..c41c¢sseeesss.V¥ernon Yeomans

1984 - 1985, .vsereasssasscbEdwin Kimmel

1986 - 19B7.+.vceseesse--ssbdward Proskey

1988 - Present.....-.+....Bernard A. Hickey, Jr .

OAKLAND COMMUNITY BLOOD ASSCGCIATION

The @Oakland Community Blood Assoclation was originated in
1959 under the auspices of then Mayor Al Potash, who was at that
time in need of blood faor a resident of BOakland and there was no
blood bank here. Mr. Patash contacted Mrs. Betty Mawson, who at
that time was connected with the Wyckoff Blood Bank. Mrs. Mawson
started to go to other meetings of nearhy towns who had blood
banks and acquired by-laws and constitutions from other groups.
Then a meeting was held for clubs in Oakland and people asked to
be trustees for the soon-to-be organized Oakland Blood Bank. The
Ladies Auxiliary of the Dakland VYaolunteer Fire Department decided
to sponsor the Blood Associatian.

The first meeting was held in the old borough hall and
seven trustees Wwere SHWOEDN in, af course Mrs. Betty Mawson was
elected the first President af the Qakland Community Blood
Association.

In the spring of 19608, the Dakiand Blood Association
received its charter and was incorporated. Mr. Nat Berstein, who
was the Beraough Attorney at that time, volunteered his services
and drew up all the legal papers.

The first blood drawing was held in the old firehouse an
Yawpao Avenue, that stood across the street from the Ben H. Wood
Memorial Firehouse. Vern Yeomans, Wwho was chief at that time,
said that he would move the fire engines out of their bays and the
drawing could be held there.

in February 1971, the Association revived their by-laws
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and ‘added four more trustees, for a total of eleven, which it
still stands at today.

The Gakland trustees set up all the appointments for the
drawings by calling residents who would like to donate, They ecall
former donors who have given in the past and tryv to reach new
residents who have never given. The Dakland Community Blood
Assoeiation is affiliated with the Bergen Community Regilonal Blood’
Center in Paremus and the Federal Blood Program,.

Over the past years other organizastions have helped both
finanecially and physically to aid the Blood Bank. The Ladies
Auxiliary of the Oskland Volunteer Fire Department aftep 29 vyears,
still sponsors the group, both with monies used to defray the
costs involved in the drawing and in pledging a gquota of their
membership in giving blood, The Oakland Road Department, under
the leadership of N., David Fagerlund, every vyear sets up the beds
and tables for the drawing. i1he Bakland Fire Department has their
members volunteer to take all the beds and tables down after the
dravwing each vear. Without these dedicated men, who help in the
drawing, there could not be a drawing, because Paramus does not
have the manpower tao set up and take down all the facilities,
Also many clubs have donated homemade cakes Ffaor each drawing.

fhe trustees have also been responsible for having s Bloodmobile
at the Indian Hills High School on the same day that the drawing
is at Pond's Church,. This gives the high school students an
opportunity to help Etheir town. )

fhe trustees that serve on the board now are: Mrs. Alice
smith, President, Mrs. Jackie Kasica, Vice President, Mrs. Barbara
Ebert, Secretary and Mrs. Dorothy Gormley, Treasurer; other
trustees are Mrsa. Sue Steuverman, Mrs,., Vivian Walker, Mrs. EFlaine
Pearson, Mrs. Ann Fisher, Mrs. Dorethy 0'Conner, Mrs. Gerry Barth
and Mrs. Carolyn O0'Neill.

THE LADIES AUXILIARY OF THE OAKLAND VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Oakland Fire Department was
organized in July 1940 with 12 Charter members:

Madelyvyn Richardson Dorcthy Munn

Alice Bush Elizabeth Cox
Elizabeth Gray Eleanor YasnDerWall
Blanche Hanney Wilhelmina Revenga
Alice Walton Margaret Burns

Grace Sachse Nellie Spear




The 0fficers were:

Alice Bush - President
Madelyn Richardson - Vice President
Porathy Munn - Secretary

£lizabeth Cox - Treasurer

The only active charter member of the organization taday
is Mrs. Eleanor vVanDerWall, who joined in July 1940.

the Auxiliary continues teday with many fund raising
activities, many of which have cantinued from the time the
organization was formed, such as, rummage saleg, working at the
men's summer carnival, clam chowder sales, card parties, luncheons

and strawberry festivals. The Auxiliary has printed twn cook
books, with member's favorite recipes. the ladies would also
march in the town parades, and in Fire Department parades im other
towns and would participate in Firemen's Competitions. The

Auxiliary was formed then as it is today to help whenever and
wherever possible to aid the Ffire Department.

Ihe officers today are:

Barbara Ebert - President
Rosemary Frapaul - Vice President
Doris Ryan - Secretary

tolis Smid - Tfreasurer

AMERICAN LEGIGON POST 369 AND
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT POST 369

The auxiliary unit consists of ladies, mostly wives of
veterans, and some veterans themselves, Here again, as in other
of our local volunteers, we find perseverance and dedication over
a period of some 44 years. Their cause is Americanism and
patriotism and the welfare of vetaTrans. They also conduct the
annual Memorial Day parade and the services that are held in
Veteran's Park. The members often change hats, By that 1 mean
over the years one will be a commander, then take some other
office, and then the first thing you know he'll be commander
again, always keeping the crganization alive, The present
commander is Carmen Parekte. Carmen has a lot of energy and I'm
sure he will be helpful,

The post was organized on March 6, 1946 with 19 charter
members. The first commander of the post was William Brindle. 1
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knew William well, for at one time we lived across the street from
each other, Bill was a Democratic party leader at the same time
as I was the Republican. He was a worthy political opponent, The
first president of the Auxiliary was Evelyn Kass.

The post is interested in, and keeping the subject alive,
of the MIA, that is the Missing In Action in Vietnam. One QOakland
veteran, Peter Kressman, is ene that is missing in Vietnam. In
1983 the new West Dakland bridge was completed, and in that same
year the dedication of the bridge took place and was the Peter
Kresaman Bridge. Congressman Robert Roe spake at the ceremony at
the dedication.

There is 2 bronze plaque aon the bridge setting forth the
name of the bridge: The Peter Kressman Bridge.

In early davs the meeting was held in member's homes, the
Fire house and the community building, The post built their new
home on Oak Street, It opened with g st Valentine's dance in
Februarvy, 1960. The hall Was packed with celebrators. The
affiecial dedicatian of the hall took place on Julv 4, 1960.
Veteran's Park Was dedicated on May 30, 19614, The commander of
that time was Austin Peck. I knew him well,

i must get back to the American Legion Post 349 aon ODak
Street, My sons and I, that is: Alexander Potash & Sons, Inc.,
worked on the contract with a developer in Wayne to install the
streets and the underground utilities. On the site was a three-
story dairy barn, It was a tremendous structure and well built,
I brought some af the members of the post to ses this structure
and suggested to them that there was more than enocugh lumber in
the building to frame and enclose the building now located on Oak
Street, on land that | asg mayor and the councilmen agreed to deed

to the post. The land was owned by the Borough of Qakland. I
prevailed upan the develaper to allow us to tear dawn the
building. He agreed, and away went members of Pogt 369, carefully

tearing down the structure and preserving the luymber, I furnished
the trucks to carry the lumber to the site in Dakland that the
building was to bhe constructed upon. There were manv loads.

1 remember gne night, when I lived on West Dakland
Avenue, I wondered what all the electric lights were over on Qak
Street, Well, I went over and there were the American Legion Post

369 members putting their building up.

Yes, the home of American Legion Post 369 an Nak Street,
built with their own hands, is a wander ful demonstration of
determination and perseverance by the members of Post 369.




It ie unfortunate that maore veterans af vietnam, not only
af Qakland but of the area, do not join Post 369. The aofficials
of the post have indicated that these veterans could have thelr

own private meestings.,

I must pay tribute to George Lskhaolme of the paost, who
puts out the publication Eagle. It is the official printing of

the post, and this he does approximately four times a year. It is
mailed to all members he knows, that may be as far away as
Arizona, The Arizona member is Tom Duke. He was one that helped

in the canstruction of the building. George served as commander a
number of times and always has the job, each year, of putting
together the Memorial Day Parade and the services in Veteran's

Park.

The building, on occcasion, is rented to organizations for
one of their own affairs, and there are various affairs run during
the year , the funds of all help to defray expenses. The building
Was used by Qur Lady of Perpetusl Help EChurch at it's heginning,
and by the Church of the Nazarene. The Senior Citizens Club made
use of the building for a considerable time, and usually made a
token donation annually.

) The post does keep alive all patriotic events of the
year . Some members are delegated ta attend the American Legion

Convention,

You no doubt have noticed as you read that [ have paid
particular attention to some of the organizations in our community
such as the Mother's Club, Women's Club, Recreation Committee,

Fire Department, the Father's Club, the Oakland Historical
Soeciety, and the First Aid Squad. ! think also we should include
the Recreation Commission. Each have their own sphere of

operation and the beauty of it is that many women and men spend a
great deal of time, run affairs, raise funds from these affairs,
and the monies they raise are then placed in the projects they

gach center their attention upon, All are valunteer
srganizations. lhey receive no pay and ['m sure, as you read of
each ane, vou will realize that thousands, ves thousands of

dollars of tax payers money is saved. We are fortunate to have
them,

i
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In writing this beok, I have attempted to be correct.
However, if there are any errors or omissions, I assure vou they
were not inmtentional.

I hope you enjoyed reading this book a2s much as I enjoved
writing it,

George Burns, at the age of 92, sang a seng entitled "gld
Bones™ and each time his words were of the past he would sav: "['d
like to do it again". Well. I'm now BB vears of age, S6 of thgose
spent with my wife, Velma, and 61 of those vears spent in Oakland,
and, if I could, I too would like to do it again,
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