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The Old
Ponds £ Church

B ELEANOR BOGERT

Ponds Church of 1829 -

st

The first Dutch Reformed Church established north
of Hackensack and Acquackanonk (Passaic) was founded in
1710 by ten Dutch families. It was the sixth Dutch Church
organized in New Jersey and became known as the Ponds
Church. Although there was a pond directly behind the
church, leading many to assume that was why it was called
Ponds Church, that was not the reason for the name. The
early Dutch settlers called the area "De Panne" which at
that time included parts of Pompton Lakes, Franklin
Lakes and all of 0Oakland. Of the many explanations of
the meaning of "De Panne", the interpretation generally
accepted is "the Ponds". This is most plausible as
there were several small bodies of water in-the vieinity.

The first permanent settlers came to this area just
before 1700 and the next fifty years introduced the family
names that can still be found here well over two centuries
later. A few of these names are Ackerman, Berdan, Bogert,
Demarest, DeWitt, Doremus, Hopper, Kip, Post, Quackenbush,
Ryerson, Schuyler, Van Allen, Vanderhoff, VanVorhees, and
Van Winkel.
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The boundaries of Bergen County were legally fixed
in 1710, the same year the church was founded, at that
time its area included all of the present counties of
Bergen, Hudson, and Passaic. The descendants of the
original Dutch settlers of Bergen County remained by far
the principal inhabitants until about 1850. A history
of the area states that up to this time the Dutch language
was spoken in the homes by the older generation who
retained all the special virtues of their ancestors,
the industry, cleanliness, love of flowers, and de-
votion to the church. k

The first settlers of our country were almost all
children of the Reformation. 1In this new country there
were great difficulties in maintaining the ordinances
of religion. Despite all the obstacles, churches
began to be organized wherever a few families settled.
To have founded these churches in the wilderness and
to have kept them supplied with pastors in those early
days involved not only great enterprise but strong
religious principals. Most of the ministers had to be
sought in Holland and this involved great difficulties
and expense.
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Religious services began to be held occasionally
here in the homes. Upon completion of the first church,
built of logs, services were held by Domine Guilliam
Bertholf, minister of the Church of Acquackanonk. From
1710 to 1748 these two churches shared their ministers,
Domine Bertholf being followed by Domines Coens and Van
Driessen. The next forty-five years saw a sharing of
Domines Vander Linde and Leydt's services with churches
of Paramus, Ramapo and West New Hempstead. From 1793
the churches of Wyckoff and Preakenss shared the services
of Domines DeWitt, Demarest, Kuypers and Thompson with
the Ponds Church until 1845. Domine Dewitt was the first
minister of this church to keep regular Consistorial
minutes although Domine Vander Linde had begun to keep
a Register of baptisms, marriages, and membership a half
century before. All records were kept in the Dutch
language. Domine DeWitt started using the English
language in his preaching on the Sabbath about one-
third of the time. He died suddenly in 1809 and was
buried beneath the pulpit of the Ponds Church, Domine
Eltinge officiated at the funeral. The pulpit was empty
for two years but in 1810 a new consistory was installed
by Domine Eltinge of Paramus. This event was recorded
in the church book, the first minutes to be entered in-
the English language.

The church has had its own pastors, without sharing
their services with other churches, since 1845. During
the first two centuries the pulpit was vacant from time
to time as ministers were unavailable, amounting to
about twenty years or one-tenth of the church's existence.

The log church was used for thirty years but with
the children growing up and marrying and new families
moving into the region, a larger House of Worship was
needed. The second ediface was built in 1740, a hexagonal
stone church. The first two churches were located
near the cemetery and the site of the third sanctuary.
This was a large, rectangular, stone structure built in
1829 on the northwest corner of Ramapo Valley Road
(Rt. 202) and Long Hill Road. The second church was
torn down and the stones used for the new building.

In the late 1880's this church was modernized by
Gothic windows replacing the many-paned rectangular
colonial windows at the suggestion of the minister of
the church, the Rev. Wilson. He offered to give one
window if Mr. James Post, an elder of the church, would
do the same. Mr. Post agreed and two stained-glass
windows were installed. The old residents in the con-
gregation presented windows until all were replaced by
1888. The two separate doorways, characteristic of
early Dutch church architecture were changed to a
single, centered, arched doorway at the same time.
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Hexagon Church of 1740

Portion of 1767 map by an unknown maker in the N.Y. Historical Society.
Note that the Ponds Church is depicted in the conventional style and
not as a hexagon, which the records state it was at the time. Also it
is located on the "Willox and Johnston's Patent'. George Willocks and
James Johnstone were land speculators and agents for the East Jersey
Proprietors.
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After withstanding the elements for almost a century,
the condition of the building became a matter of grave
concern. The bell tower, built of stone and later covered
with a layer of concrete, proved too heavy for the roof.
The sagging superstructure and the crumbling mortar of
the walls destined the chruch to be judged unfit for use
in-E920%

The modified 1829 church, sagging and abandoned in 1920.

' Church services were then held in Ivy Hall which
was built around 1896 by the Ivy Society of the Ponds
Reformed Church. The hall was used for church meetings

and social affairs. After 1904 the borough took it
over to serve as a municipal and community building,

as well as to provide some much-needed classroom space.
It was located on Ramapo Valley Road just south of
Veteran's Park. Although the building was destroyed by
fire in 1922, part of Ivy Hall's foundation can sELLL
be found.

This was not the first loss the church had suffered
by fire. On November 30, 1876, Reverand Peter Q. Wilson
delivered an historical sermon soon after he had accepted
the call to the church. It was the year of the National
Centennial. The church was then 166 years old. He told
of the old Baptismal records, showing that in early times
families came from Wynockie, Pompton Plains, Wyckoff and
from beyond the hills of Preakness to attend services
here and to have their children baptized. He also stated
that the names of many families, once very active here,
such as Van Wagener, Schuyler, Manning, Van Cleve, Van
Allen and others had entirely disappeared. Soon after
the departure of Reverand Wilson, on the night of April
1, 1879, the Record Books of this church were burned when
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the residence of Dr. Peter Edward Demarest was destroyed by
fire. He was secretary of the Consistory at the time and
custodian of the records. These books consisted of the
Baptismal and Marriage records, the list of members (begun
by Domine Vander Linde in 1748), and Domine DeWitt's Con-
sistorial minutes begun in 1799. This was a terrible loss
to history.

With the coming of the New Jersey Midland Railroad
(later the N.Y. Susquehanna & Western R.R.) in 1871, fol-
lowed by the Anglo-American Gun Powder Works in 1890, the
center of the community moved about a mile north and away
from old Pond's Church. The powder works was an early
developer of smokeless powder and a forerunner of the later
DuPont Works at Pompton Lakes. The long forgotten plant
was just north of the railroad station at the present
junction of West Oakland Ave. and Ramapo Valley Road.

Now a real problem had to be faced, whether the people
would come to the church or whether the church would be
brought to the people. This was a problem for the community
as well as the church. Many conferences were held. 1In
1921 it was decided to erect a chapel nearer the center of
the borough which would serve as a "Workhouse of the Lord".
The Ponds Church Chapel, a brown-shingled building was com-
pleted in 1923 on the present site of the church on Oakland
Avenue (now Ramapo Valley Road) closer to "the heart of
the town". The old church was abandoned and stood empty
for over a decade.

Through the years the church lost members and strength with the
growth of neighboring settlements and the building of churches nearer
their homes. Thus, the church of Pompton Plains in 1736, Ramapo in 1785,
Preakness in 1798, Pompton in 1814 and Wyckoff in 1822 all drew members
away from the mother church greatly reducing its congregation, resulting
in the weakening of the church.

At the same time of the building of the chapel,
sufficient land was acquired for the ultimate erection of
the "0Old Ponds Church Restored" on this new site. This
worthy objective had not been attained by 1934 and in July
of that year, the consistory, failing of popular support,
voted to close the church which had had a continuous existence
of 224 years. It was a sad day.

Quite propitiously there came to Oakland a minister
by the name of Rev. Clinton E. Stoneton, M.A., former pastor
of the Totowa Presbyterian Church of Paterson. The siutation
challenged him and at the invitation of the consistory he
entered into the work of reviving the church. He began his
ministry more in the nature of a missionary than a minister.

In its latest home under the guidance of its new
minister 0l1ld Ponds Church revived. It took a new life.
A flat topped trapezoidal tower was added to the Chapel
and the old bell installed. The challenge had been met
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and in the fall of 1934 such excellent progress had been

made that the consistory felt it wise to extend an invitation
to Mr. Stoneton to become resident minister. Mr. Stoneton
accepted and became pastor of the Ponds Church on January

1, 1935.

This same year, the 225th anniversary of the founding
of the Church, concerned citizens tried to generate
enough interest to collect funds for the restoration of
the abandoned 1829 building.

This is a poem written by Dr. William H. Rauchfuss
dedicated to that purpose.

"PONDS CHURCH"

Dear Church, Thy Spirit sure will live
As in the past, Thy love to give

Unto our blest posterity

The same as Thou hast unto me.

The Church is not of brick and stone
But of the Spirit, that alone

Doth constitue the essence true,

And reverence is but Thy due.

0ld Ponds, we love Thy very name!

Why should we not, with Thy great fame?
For patriotic pioneer

So long ago was faithful here.

Let me my memory now brush!
My grandsire, Peter Quackenbush,
Was born at Yawpo Eighteen-three
And as a boy attended Thee.

And so because of sacred tie

Thy praises worthy I would cry;
Thus help, right now, to consecrate
Thy blessed reputation great.

God grant that all will work and see
That you live another century:

0ld Ponds, receive all honors due
While those who love You pray for you.

Preakness, New Jersey
September 27, 1935

Appearing in the newspapers of the day, the following

article, an impassioned plea for saving the old church,
was written by Albert Payson Terhune.
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"What is the Answer"

At the crossing of the ways, stood the Church. For
many decades it stood there, a beacon to world-weary souls,
a refuge for the poor in spirit, for the afflicted, for
the heaven-seeking children of God. Generation after
generation entered its hallowed portals, to seek
closer communion with the Savior, to rise from the
Communion Table with the peace of forgiven sin.

In my own early childhood, nearly sixty years ago,
I was taken thither, to worship. For the best part of
a half-century thereafter, I attended its services
whenever I was in this region. To me it was literally,
The House of God. As time went on, the men and women
who once had knelt there with me passed on to their
Higher Reward. The Demarests, the Bushes, the Hoppers,
the Foxes, the Garrisons, the Posts, the Goodmans, the
Bogarts and the rest. But their descendants continue
to hold high the Torch. Even as today they hold it
high: and forever will hold it.

At the Portals of the 0ld Ponds Church halted the
dust-smeared charger of George Washington, more than a
century and a half ago, while its rider passed humbly
into the sacred ediface to pray and to listen to the
word of God. In through that door, year after year,
trod later Americans, to draw closer to their Creator
and to learn more of the Scriptures.

When the 01d Ponds Church fell upon evil financial
days, my own blameless father volunteered his services,
free of all charge, during the summer Sabbaths when he
was supposed to be resting from his clerical labors
of the winter months in New York; to preach to a con-
gregation he loved. It was his sole way of helping to
keep the Torch aglow- that and his money gifts to the
Cause.

Today, the building's ancestral roof is sagging.
The ancient walls have many loosened stones. The sweet
windows, which so long let God's sunlight pour in upon
the bowed heads of worshippers, are shattered by vandal
hands; the benediction of the elements is turned to a
furtherance of the ediface's decay. Into the slimy
marts of trade the Building itself has been tossed.
"The Glory is Departed." My father's mighty voice is
gone. So is the Holy of Holies.

Shall we let those hallowed stones be cast aside,
as no longer of worth? Are we to discard the Shrine where
Washington knelt in prayer for the salvation of his new-
born country? Are the hard-earned sums of money, which
our ancestors wrung from the soil and donated to the
Church, to be counted as lost?

_40_



My friends, the answer is with YOU. Almighty God
made his house His Tabernacle. Are we, his children,

to permit His Dwelling place to be offered for sale as
"A Desirable Business Site"?

Think it g
e Sunnybank

November 1, 1935

Dr. Rauchfuss implied and Mr. Terhune wrote that
George Washington worshipped in this church. He may
have worshipped here but of course not in the 1829
building that they were trying to save. The only
recorded passing of General Washington through the
area of the Ponds was on Monday and Tuesday, July 14
and 15, 1777 when he spent one night at the Henry Van
Allen house and the Army camped nearby. (See winter
1973 HIGHLANDER, pg. 19)

Mr. Skutt, principal of the Oakland Grammar School
and teacher of the eighth grade, tried his best to en-
courage children to donate their pennies for the restora-
tion of the old landmark. All efforts met with failure
and the old church building was razed in 1936. Lest we
think too harshly of the seemingly indifference of
the congregation and the townspeople of that time, to
be fair, we must remember the whole country was in the
grip of the Great Depression.

Ponds Church just prior to 1its destruction in 1936. It stood on a
diagonal to the road at the northwest corner of the Ramapo Valley
Road and Long Hill Road, at the center of the present parking lot
for Molly's Fish Market restaurant, formerly the Hansen House,
which can be seen to the right of the old church.
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A placque, mounted on a large boulder beneath a towering
sycamore tree, marks the site of the 1829 Ponds Church. It was
dedicated by the Women's Club Of Oakland on February 20, 1960.
It reads as follows:

THE CHURCH OF THE PONDS

Within this area in 1710 the original
Ponds Church was built of logs by ten
Dutch families as a place of worship
for their Dutch Reformed Congregation.
This building then known as ''De Panne'
also served as the center of politics,
education and recreation. Rebuilt of
stone in 1740 it served as the County
seat for several years in the 1780's.

The Ponds Memorial Building, now the home of the Oakland
Public Library, is an enlarged replica of the Ponds Church of 1829.
A placque placed on a large stone in front of the building gives
its history.

THE PONDS MEMORTAL BUILDING

Built in 1936 through the efforts of
Mayor Clifford F. MacEvoy, an expanded
replica of Oakland's Old Ponds Church.
The brownstones used in all the corn-
ers of this building were part of the
church built in 1740 and of the third
church built in 1829. The old weather-
vane crowns the building.

From 1936 to 1961 the building served
the town as a civic center. Converted
to the use of Oakland's Public Libra-
Ty in September 1961, it continues

the cultural and community tradition
begun in 1710 when the first Church
Of The Ponds was established.

_42_



Continued:

THE CHURCH OF THE PONDS 1710—1935 A HISTORY WITH
REMINISCENSES, OAKLAND, N.J. printed by the Bulletin,
Pompton Lakes, NJ 1935

ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL 1736-1936 FIRST REFORMED CHURCH,
POMPTON PLAINS, NEW JERSEY. By Rev. Eugene H. Keator,
printed by Press of Chauncey Holt, New York 1936.

THE VALLEY OF HOMES, Ryerson Vervaet, printed for

the 50th Anniversary Committee, Oakland, NJ
THE YEARS BETWEEN-A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF OAKLAND,
NEW JERSEY, by Shirley Iten Kern and Eleanor
Steinberger Little, printed for the Tercentenary
1964

Pictures:

Mr. Frank E. Ahlers, Oakland, NJ

Interviews:

Mrs. E. Lloyd (Eleanore Gerth) Bogert, Reddick,
FL, formerly Oakland, NJ

Rev. Robert Marsh, pastor of the Ponds Reformed
Church, Oakland, NJ

We must thank the many people who have worked to make this
issue possible, a few of which are:

Fred Talasco, typing and editorial support.

Emil Salvini, photo half-tones.

John Morrow, mailing.

Eleanor and Charles Bogert, collatlng & assembly
Lucy and Karl Meyer, .
Ken Hirsch, " "

- 44 -




HISTORY OF |
WYCKOFF REFORMED

CHURCH
1806-1931

By REV. GEORGE G. HENEVELD




WYCKOFF REFORMED CHURCH




HISTORY OF THE WYCKOFF REFORMED CHURCH
1806-1931

9
oo

4

1628-1710—Wyckoff and Vicinity in Pioneer Days.
1710-1806—Early History of Ponds the Mother Church.
1806-1845—Ponds and Wyckoff United. k
1798-1808—Peter De Witt, the Emotional Preacher.
1812-1820—J. Demarest, the Business-Farmer Preacher.
1825-1841—7. H.. Kuyphers, the Bachelor Preacher.
1842-1845—W. J. Thompson, the Teachler Preacher.
1845 Wyckoff Independent. |

1845-1865—A. G. Ryerson, the Scholarly Preacher.

1865-1869—W. B. Van Benschoten, the Builder Preacher.

REV. A. G. RYERSON
1845-1865

1869-1888—S. T. Searle, the Fatherly Preacher.

We could not get this picture
until after this history was print-
ed, hence its insertion in this
place.

1888-1891—W. E. Faulkner, the Impetuous Preacher.

19056-1911—P. J. Strohauer, the Organizer Preacher.
1912-1926—A. F. Parker, the Gentleman Preacher.

1026 George G. Heneveld, the Peace Preacher.
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THE WYCKOFF REFORMED CHURCH

Dedicated to the Rev. Geo?'g‘e G. Heneveld

O Church of God
‘Where saints have trod
We greet thee lovingly!
’Tis here indeed
‘Wle learn the Creed
Of Triple Unity. Ah, it was here
_ The pioneer
Displayed devotion true;
He scoffed at fate,
And trials great;
We are in debt His work would but renew.
To all that set
Of faithful dominies
Who showed their love
To God above,
By acts with out surcease. They labored well;
Their works do tell,
Yes, even to this day!
For, gre they went
“A monument
Stood pointing still this way:
“The way of Right y
Of Truth and Light,
Which leads us unto Heaven.
It is this Church
Where we may search
The Word to us God-given.”

Ah, through that door
Our ancester

Has passed and worshipped here! ;

They seem to be
! Still here and see
They may. surround This place so old and dear.
This hallowed ground
As we recall the past.
How they must gleam
With radiant beam
In glances they now cast!
God grant that we
Continually
Their work may carry on
Of service real,
So that we feel
On us they smile upon.
A century
And quarter! We
Must still work on and pray!
This edifice
Of love and bliss
For centuries MUST stay!

Dr, William H. Rauchfuss.

Pator;son. N. J. October 11, 1931,

WYCKOFF AND VICINITY IN PIONEER DAYS

The history of The Reformed Church in America
dates back to 1628, when Jonas Michaelius, the first pas-
tor, came to the Church in the Fort in Nieuw Amsterdam
(New York). This fact makes the Reformed Church
the oldest church on this continent. A few others may
¢laim to be a little older, but their history is broken—
ours is continuous. :

Previous to the coming of the first pastor, the Dutch

West India Company had sent two Comforters of the sick
{o take care of certain spiritual duties among the early
)loneers.
: In 1624 three hundred families of Walloons (Bel-
gians) came and settled on Staten Island. These all
alliliated with the Reformed Church, and the 300th
anniversary of their coming was celebrated fittingly in
1024, The early growth of the church was very slow.
The first Reformed Church planted on New Jersey soi!
was Bergen (Jersey City) in 1660 and it was 90 years
hefore it had a settled pastor. Hackensack was a preach-
fng station in 1682, and four years later was organized.
Acquackanock (Passaic) dates from 1693, and Tappan,
N, Y, from 1694, Bellville (near Newark) from 1700,
Ponds from 1710 and Fairfield from 1720. In 1705 there
were in all New York and New Jersey only 34 Dutch
churches and 12 ministers.

In 1663 the Enrglish captured New Jersey and the
Duteh lost control of the cclonies they had gained by
digcovery and settlement. The following year the north-
orn portion of New Jersev was given by the Duke of
York to two Englishmen, Sir George Carteret and Lord
John Berkeley. Later through deaths and transfers, it
foll into the hands of twelve proprietors, all of whom
wore quakers. One of these was the Earl of Perth, as the
fivet deeds given in the vieinity (of Ponds) are by him.
The “Johnson and Willeox Patent” given by him, extends
from the Bio Rock at Small Lots (Glen Rock) tc a mile
heyvond the Ponds Church. The lands south of this tract
and on the west side of the Passaic, on which a portion of
Paterson now stands, were purchased from the Indians
i 1709 by George Ryerson and Urie Westervelt. Sicomac
waus not included in the sale because, as its name implics,
It was a “resting place for the dead.”

The dealings of our Jersey Dutch forefathers with
the Indians were all honorable and so they never had
any trouble with them. Many of our geographical names
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are Indial and 1t shows the friendly relaticns that existed i

between the Indians and early settlers.

In 1700 there were not more than ten families in

the vicinity of Ponds and about five in Pompton.
1730 Cornelius Schuyler settled on
Ryerson’s Pond (Pompton Lakes).

In @

i

the north side of |
, The Van Allens }
bought 600 acres in what is now Oakland; the Berdan |

family settled in Preakness, where 400 acres of land were ]

- bought at 18 cents an acre. John Stek (Stagg) settled

back of Knickie’s Pond in 1711; Yan Romaine bought 600 |
which is now in the MacKenzie estate (Franklin |

-acres,
Lakes). Simon Van Winkle, progenitor of five genera-

tions of consistory members in Ponds Church, came from
Bellville and gained renown because he was the first one |

in the community to own a wagon.

Its wheels had no |

tires (of iron) and for seventy-five years it was in exis- |

tence in the community as a curio.
William Van Voor Haze bought of

In 1720 John and |
New York City mer- |

chants 550 acres lying in Wikehoff (Indian name meaning |

high ground). The church building stands on this ground. |
were given them for 1

They bought 500 acres and 50
roads. William, twice married, had five sons and four
daughters. e left his land to his sons.
will reads:

“I give and bequeath to my eldest son, Jacobus
Van Voorhees, the big bybel, for his first birthright,
as being my heir-at-law; and I will that my youngest
dater, which I have by myn dear beloving wife,
which is named Marytie Van Voor Haze, dat she
shale have for her poorshon the sum &f £19.”

Abraham on a farm later
John on a farm later owned by Peter Pulis.

A part of hi,

|

~ To his other daughters he gave £12 each. Albert |
lived on a farm later owned by Uriah Quackenbush; |

owned by Lewis Youmanns; |

The Albertises bought a tract in Paramus of 550 |

acres for £165

and leased another 550 acres for which |

th~v maid an annual rental of two young fat fowls for

every 100 acres to the merchant owners in New York
City. Pit Van Blarcom also had a 550 acre tract. The

i

Winters, Courters, Youngs, Storms, Ackermans, Quacken- |

vushes, Van Geiders, and Pulisfelts
also moved in at about this time,

The first grist mill in this section was erected and
managed by a Vanderhoff at the entrance of the Yaupough
Valley. This was in 1760. This family lived in a cave
for some years.

(Pulis) and Bogerts,

10

EARLY HISTORY OF PONDS, THE MOTHER CHURCH

The organizer and first pastor of Thee Ponds Church
was Guilliam Bertholf. He was for the first 15 years
of his ministry, the only Dutch pastor in New Jersey. Be-
fore coming to Ponds he was stationed at Second River
(Bellville).  He had come with other emigrants to
Hackensack as a catechizer, voorlezer and schoolmaster.
With such great acceptance and usefulness did he dis-
charge his trust that the people sent him to Holland to
be ordained, altho there were a few other ordained men
hore in New York State. It was a long journey made
il great expense in order to have the hands of ordination
lnid upon one's head and this expensive formality was
carrvied on for 75 years.

[lis field extended from Tarrytown on the Hudson, to
Slaten Island, to Monmouth, and to Somerville. He was
n devoted pastor, teacher and missionary, enduring the
rigors of climate and of travelling. He officiated regularly
through his whole ministry at all the surrounding
churches.

The first preaching at Ponds was by this Patriarchal
I'astor and he labored at Ponds for over 20 years. He
owned a small farm of 87 acres near Hackensack and it
is likely that this was his home. All the Bartholfs in
this vicinity are his descendants. They can well be proud
of him.

The church building was a log church, located east
of the new cemetery near the highway. It was a plain
simple building, the first one built on this side of the
Passaic. Nothing today is left of it. Neither graves of
the dead nor walls of the church are left to tell us what
we would like to know.

In the services the pastor was assisted by a voor-
lezer, a man who led the singing. He sat in a little pew
in front of the the pulpit, gave out the hymns or psalms,
read the commandments or lesson from the Scriptures
and in the absence of the pastor conducted the service
by reading a sermon. He also instructed the youth in
the catechism and taught the district school which was a
church school under the control of the consistory (thers
being no publie schools in that day). They were always
very careful to get a good Christian teacher for ‘heii
school.

Rev. G. Bartholf was followed by Rev. H. Coens,

who served Ponds, Bellville, Acquackanock and Pompton -

11




for five years. The records say that he labored patiently
and faithfully.
J. Van Driessen was the next pastor, 1735-1748, not

regularly installed, but serving the churches under his

care as a Stated Supply. He served the Acquackanock
Church, where he lived and also Ponds and Pompton.

Brown in his History of The Reformed Church in
America, page 61, says, “The need of ministers and the
difficulty of securing ordination in Holland led to the
loss of many good and promising young men to the
ministry of the Reformed Church, and opened the door
for some unworthy ones to obtain entrance to the pulpits
of Reformed -congregations by the use of unusual
methods. So Dominie Van Driessen was able to inflict
himself upon some Dutch churches for a period of about
20 years, although the Classis of Amsterdam declared
him ‘No legal minister of the Reformed Dutch Church
. . . because his conduct was then and had been very
far from correct: and lastly, because he had . . . pre-
sented forged certificates’.” Van Driessen had been or-
dained by the English Congregationalists at New Haven,
Conn., having received his education there.

During his pastorate the old log Church build-
ing became so dilapidated that a demand arose for a new
building. An effort was then made to build near the
residents of Adam Boyd, upon land later owned by John
Ackerman (1875). There was a large burial ground here.
This plan was afterward abandoned, because John Ro-
maine and Jacob Garrison kindly offered the Consistory
a plot of ground near where the Ponds Church now
stands. A part of this was used for a graveyard:

The members being scattered over a very large area
there naturally was a demand for services in other parts.
A small church was therefore erected near the steel
works at the junction of Pequannock -and Pompton
Rivers upon land later owned by John M. Ryerson (1765)".
This church was dedicated by the pastor on April 7, 1736.
This became the Church of Pompton, later becoming the
Church at Pompton Plains. In 1739 it had a membership
of 72. There is some doubt as to whether worship was
conducted in the Ponds Church at this time. If not its
discontinuance was brief. The plans at that time did
not give satisfaction to the Ponds and Wyckoff people.
Steps were then taken to erect a church towards Frank-
lin Lake on land near an old graveyard. This plan was

'abandoned after about three years.

Plans were then again revived for a new building at
12 '

P'onds.  Johones Ryerson gave a half acre which became
the burial ground and Jacob Garretse gave the other
half acre needed. A stone building was erected, the con-
gregation furnishing the materials needed. It seems
to have taken them eight years to build it. The build-
ing was hexagonal in shape with roof converging to a
point. It had chairs, a high pulpit and a short gallery.
It was very plain, as plain as the Dutch people them-
#elves. This building served during the Revolution as a
Court House for Bergen County when the Haskensack
Court Iouse was burned by Hessians. The sheriff lived
in the vicinity and had his jail there (a log structure).
The execution of one Tory and a deserter to the cause
took place there. The church building stool until 1829,
when it was demolished and some of the stones put in
the present old Ponds Church building.

It seems as if Van Driessen never preached in the new
building. e got into trouble with the Ackuackanock
Church and left to serve the church at New Paltz. Of
the subsequent history of the dominie we know very
little. At this time also there was bitter rivalry between
Pompton and Ponds and the two churches did not get
along very well together. Pompton united with Acquack-
anock, calling Rev. D. Marinus, who seems to have left a
lot of descendants. Ponds Church united with Paramus
Church and called Rev. Benjamin Vander Linde, 1748.
Paramus church was then twenty-three years old, six-
Leen of which she had been without a pastor. N eighbor-
ing ministers stepped in for occasional services as bap-
tsmal records show. The Paramus building was like
Ponds, except that it had eight sides instead of six. Both
buildings were the accepted style of church building for
that day.

lev. Benjamin Vander Linde, a native of Bergen
County, served the Ponds Church from 1748-1788, a
period of forty years. He gave one-fifth of his time to
Ponds and apparently four-fifths to Paramus. He kept
careful baptismal records. Seats in the church sold for
lwelve shillings, plus an annual rental of three shillings.
[le married a niece of General Schuyler, and the con-
sistory provided her with a special seat at the services.

During this time the denomination was seriously torn
apart over the question of ordinations in the Nether-
lands. The Coetus party wanted an educated ministry
and an independent classis and synod. The Conferentie
party were opposed, wishing to remain dependent upon
the Netherlands and under the jurisdiction of the

13




Classis of Amsterdam. The struggle was so bitter that
historians wonder that we have any church left.

_ _Rev. John H. Livingston, an Englishman, saw the
plight of the Reformed Church and entered it to
give his help—a splendid thing to do. He went to Hol-
land to study, kept himself informed as to the progress
of events and then came back home with a plan that
proved acceptable to both parties. Independence was
gained and peace resulted. This struggle is one that
‘we find it hard to appreciate or understand. One con-
sistory at the time when peace came resolved “never
again to have church trouble,” a very wise resolution if
it could be carried out.

Separation from the mother church in this case pre-
ceded political separation. The Revolution was fought
during the pastorate of Vander Linde. Nothing of great
importance happened in our immediate vicinity. Wash-

ington camped one night at Paramus, wounded soldiers

were taken care of there and his retreating army also
passed through Paterson. Washington also had his
headquarters for a very short time in the Ramapo

Valley, where the Havemeyer estate now is, then owned

by Mr. Bogert. During the war, no part of our country

suffered less than did the Ponds community.

_After having served Ponds for about forty years the
dominie was getting old and feeble. An assistant was
secured, Rev. G. A. Kuypers, who after serving ten

months, received and accepted a call to the Collegiate

Church in New York City. The work again fell to
Vander Linde. On July 8, 1789, after forty years of
faithful preaching of the gospel and of righteous upright
h'l\;ing among his people, he died, loved and respected by
all.

He had been the first preacher to be examined by
the Coteus (it seemed very revolutionary at the time)
and his call approved by the neighboring ministers is
still in the possession of the Paramus Church.

The General Synod met that fall in New York City,
Oct. 6, 1789, and approved a call of the united churches
of Penne, Kekiet and Ramopuck (Ponds, West New
Hempstead and Ramapo) upon Petrus Leydt (Peter
Light). He passed the examination with great credit to
himself. He had received his education at Queens
College (Rutgers) and had studied theology under Liv-
ingston. The ordination and installation took place the

second Sunday in Nov. 1789, in the hexagonal church.'

It was the first time these folks had seen an installation
: 14

gervice and no doubt the building was packed. Rev. H.
Meyers, of Pompton, Fairfield and Paterson, preached:
the sermon. Dominies Schoonmaker of Acquackanock,.
and Froeligh of Hackensack, were delegated by Synod to:
he present.

The young dominie in his prime followed the feeble:
old pastor. Ile was eager and willing to work. So many
duties were asked of him and so willing was he to do
them that the Consistory had to curtail some of the
aetivities. The dominie came from a ministerial family
ol high standing and ability. The whole family died
young. Light’s work was too much for him. From
Ponds to Kekiet was fifteen miles. Ramapo was on the
way but it had no building of its own, the Lutheran
Church being used (by courtesy). Light was delicate in
congtitution and in the summer of 1792-93 a pulmonary
nflection seized him which proved fatal. ‘At the time
ol roses in June he was buried in the family burial
ground of Andrew Hopper, Esq., along the banks of the
Ramapo. When one month old he had lost his mother;
two of his sisters had died young, and a brother at
twenty-nine. He himself died before his marriage plans
could be consummated.

[Following Light there was a vacancy at Ponds for
five years. Helmus Van Huysen, teacher of a school
il Ponds, had studied theology and was preparing for the
ministry. He supplied the pulpit for a while but when
asked to become the regular pastor he refused, thinking
that they knew him too well. He served three other
churches later and was very successful in evangelistic
work.

Peler DeWitt seems to have supplied the pulpit at
times during the vacancy. He apparently was a min-
ister without a charge for some time. On May 7, 1799,
his call to Ponds was approved by Hackensack Classis.
Ile had graduated from Princeton College in 1769, and
had studied theology under John Livingston. General
synod in session at Kingston, Oct. 6, 1778, licensed him.
While without a call he did missionary work in the neigh-
borhood of Port Jervis. When called to Ponds he lived on
o farm at Fishkill Hook, and Ponds farmers got him
and his belongings with their wagons. When he died
they performed a like service for his family and goods.
Ilis ministry of ten years was blessed with 110 accessions
to the church. Things went very nicely and folks com-
menced talking about a new building. Judge J. A. Van
Voorhees, A. Stevenson, and others living in the Wyeckoff
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section had lately united with the church and wished to
have it located in Wiyckoff. The parish was large and ex-
tended from Wyckoff to Preakness. It was finally de-
cided to build in Wyeckoff. A site was chosen but for
some reason was abandoned as it did not give
general satisfaction. The consistory consisting of Wil-
liam Pulisfelt. Conrad Stur, Lawrence Ackerman and
James L. Ackerman, chose the present site consisting
of one-half acre which they bought of Aaron Ackerman
and Albert Van Voorhees for $7.50. The date of the
deed is Sept. 7, 1805. Judge Van Voorhees acted as
treasurer and general manager. In November the peo-
ple began to collect the material, the judge giving them
receipts which later were applied to pew rental. Actual
building commenced in the early spring of the following
year. Daniel Baldwin of Saddle River, did the carpenter
work assisted by Thomas Myers, a contractor, who came
with his men and helped, donating their services.
Daniel and William Van Blarcom of Godwinville
(Midland Park) did the mason work. The con-
struction work on the steeple was done by Joseph Bald-
win, also of Godwinville. The church had no chimney
as no arrangements were made for heating in that day.
There was only one main entrance, the central one on the
south side. The guditorium was larger than the present
one because it included what is now the vestibule. The
church had eighty-four pews below and twenty-four in
the gallery, all of them equipped with doors. In December,
1807, these pews were sold at public auction, Abraham
Forshee, auctioneer, so as to pay for the cost of the build-
ing. The pews below were valued at $3,695 and those in
the gallery at $510. Pews were valued from $7.50 to $70.
No pew was sold without a premium. James Blauvelt paid
for pew No. 3, $70 plus $12.50 premium, total $82.50. Peter
Bogert paid for No. 8, $35 plus $12.50 premium, total,
$47.50. The smallest premium paid was 50 cents. The
sale of pews brought $4,111.6214 plus $235.371% premium.
All but six below and three in the gallery were sold,
valuation $328.75. Some were paid for with materials
for which receipts had been given by the judge. Others
gave notes and some let them run for ten years.

While this building was going on at Wyckoff, the
Old Ponds Hexagonal Church was also repaired. The
old high pulpit was replaced by one of later design and
the old chairs with names on their backs were replaced
with pews. These pews served the church a long time
and when in 1829 the old church was demolished and
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new one built these pews were again put in the new
¢hurch building, and served until 1850, when new ones

were bought.
Rev. Peter De Witt, the Emotional Preacher

The pastor was now pleasantly situated. The Wyck-
off Church was at that time one to be truly proud of and
the Ponds Church had been remodeled. Each Sunday
he preached in one of the chqlfches, using the Enghsh
language one third of the time in Ponds and exclusively
at Wyckoff. About 1800 English began to be used
il Ponds and by 1820 it was used exclusively there. De
Witt was an earnest preacher, sound in argument and
in doetrine, slow of speech but manifesting deep feelings
while preaching so that frequently the audience was
moved to tears. Often he wept with them. In social
life he was congenial and jovial, a good mixer, as we
jould say today. . .
1 u'lln Oct. 1809, he was taken sick with a fever which
swoved fatal. On the 4th he made his will and on the Tth
i dled, T1lis funeral was held on the following Sunday
at Ponds, Dominie Eltinge of Paramus preaching the
germon, IHistory tells us that the mourners were mour-
ners indeed. 1is remains were placed under the church,
near the elders’ pew. No monument marks the spot,
nol even n slab.  He left his monument in two church
edifices nnd in the living hearts of his faithful people.
He had worked very faithfully among his people who
iiﬁid lilm for his services $150 a year and did not furnish
il pRIRONAE.,

JH12:1820 John Demarest, the Business-Farmer-Preacher

A twoeyonr vacancy followed during which time
plasnls took care of the churches. Ds. Eltinge o:'f Para-
mus ordained the consistory in 1810. On June 25, 1811,
the Hergen Classis met at Wyckoff (the first time a
glugnls ever met here) to consider a call made by the
wo eombined churches upon fche Rev. John Demarest.
ft war approved and he was installed at Ponds on the
third Hunday in November. The call stipulated that he

WH E - ars aoe % ¥al f a
i Lo have use of a parsonage, $270 salary, use o
farm of 64 acres, 60 loads of wood and 50 bushels of

griin,

The dominie was born in IHackensack and received
ie education in Dr. P. Wilson’s sc’hool. there, and his
Heologlenl education _w1t!1 Rev. S. T:rochc.h, D. D. Gen-
gl Bynod licensed him in 1790. For a time he was in
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the pastorate, and then left it to give all his attention to 5_
farming. He had already earned the reputation of being
the best farmer in his community. Ponds and Wyckoff |
called him from his farm in Tappan. |

In talents and business capacity the pastor was un-|
surpassed. He was very accurate and systematic and |
kept records carefully. As a preacher he was sound in |
doctrine, plain and pointed. As a disciplinarian he was |
strict and severe, especially with his young people and |
also in regard to baptisms. After he had said no, the |
consistory could not move him. He always signed h'. |
name with V. D. M. (Minister of the Word of God). ]

In his days there were no stoves in the church. The |
services were long and we wonder how people could sit |
through them in winter. Most of the people went to the |
Judge’s house to get warm and then went to the church |
with footwarmers. How great our comforts are com- |
pared with theirs! Would, however, that we could be a3 4
faithful in attendance as they were then. !

People walked great distances then. To walk to'
New York City was not unusual. Women sometimes |
did it with children in their arms. In the summer time
the people carried their shoes to church under their §
arms, stopping at the creek near by to wash their feet |
before putting on their shoes. During the week every- |
body walked barefooted. i

The Churches Sold by the Sheriff

The first two or three years of the pastorate of Ds. |
Demarest were peaceful, happy and prosperous. In 1815 |
trouble commenced in the form of charges against the
pastor with refusal to pay salary. Several trials resulted.
A synopsis of one is as follows: At a certain gathering |
the minister shook hands with folks but failed to see one
bashful person who stood back somewhat. This aect
gave great offense. The fact was mentioned to the ]
dominie and he said that he had not seen the man. The |
complainant then charged the dominie with lying. In |
the trial that resulted the dominie was acquitted and the |
compiaining member suspended. But this did not end |
the matter—it was only a good beginning of troubles to
follow. The consequences were: refusal to pay salary, |
debt on the parsonage, refusals to honor notes for pews |
until the consistory was compelled to mortgage the |
church property, May 2, 1817 ,to John A. Van Voorhis,
A. Stevenson and John W. Pulis for $750. In April the
following spring the consistory petitioned classis for the
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' i al relati i lassis did
anolution of the pastoral relationship. The clas ¢
gg&g grant this petition but‘ sent a cqmmlttfeelto "m‘égsmtle
mte and to make peace. The committee o classis cite
%{) Wyekoll where the meeting was held. A sergllonEn .
srenched by the Rev. C. T. Demarest, pastor Xi; 1;he corg-
hih Nelghborbood Church on Zech. 11, 11. . (fu i
gluglon of the sermon the committee of classis calle algry
all Yi't:sent to manifest their good will by paying s
#

| . e tically unanimous.
min and the response was prac i

%ﬁm‘iﬂmdv thought the trou_ble was settled a;nlgaé)lyf
Rav.‘w. I}, Van Benschoten in telling us of thl%l 1 Vgr
listory, remarks that churcki qua;rlge;;?ifesrlogf&r;l trileink.
were amoothed over as easlly a ; iitiies phicu Gt

The flame of discord rose higher and higher. n
t,[ejtl'iat‘, ‘w;fa paid, hence the foreclosure and the sheriff’s
i i ti sted in four
During January of 1820 notices were Dos _ 1r
]u‘nmhwnl.gplncus in Bergen County adve‘rltjlsn(ll% \ti\};eclsi?)‘f(f

if the church property then within the Ponds- yh %
' The sale took place at Hackensack March 2,

g i lis bought the
W20, Samuel H. Berry, sheriff. John Pulis boug
%\F’lwkun} Church for $71. Martin Van Houten boui%qht ths-
Ponds Chureh for $9 and 10 acres of land for $70. essgo.
Demarest nnd Ackerman bought the parsonage an

for § ‘ S ted to
el of land for $900. The total sales amoun

gg:nﬁu and paid all claims and expenses. tTheﬂa S&nggg
after the sale the dominie came to Wyckoff bo 'pt ea 0 AEa
found the door locked—the church now being p tvoi
praperty and the Consistory no longer having cgcn }1 4
aver it, The owner of the church refusgd to OD‘E‘ECI’}; 1t 3 ‘
a6 the dominie held service outside. The text gJ }ag
Witk Matt, 28-837. It was a fine warm winter day aqt fo 0
Willls sat with an unbrella over his head to shield i 2 ro(»is

the sun, The following Sunday the pastor went t% ond
0 preach the same sermon and found the chuxclC opel;
The owner there did not have the heart to refusedodo]%?1 :
the church. On Aug. 21, 1821, Mr. Pulis deeded the
¢hureh back to the Consistory again, after all obligations
H i (\ i v ‘
pac %';;.nl )Ic“:\\';tl"(!st was dismissed Jung 29, 1820, and upo™
Jils relonse returned to his farm in Tappan. HereAS(()lrvr%e
Jirther history may prove interesting. Magf())r ‘l?t't ‘,
who was caught as a British spy during the »eV(])dL io :
i eonnection with the treason of Benedict Arné) FV;?
pxecutoed and buried on the farm of Ds. Demarest. O‘t y
years after his burial on this ‘fa}rm two sisters reqlfles Zg

Lhe British Government that his remains be transferr
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to England. A British man-of-war arrived in the Hudson
River in August, 1821, having on board the Duke of |

York, uncle of Queen Victoria. The British consul at |

New York, J. Buchanan, joined the Duke and sailed up j
the river to Tappan. The Duke, the consul and Capt. |
Paul left the ship and repaired to the lonely grave. Ds.

Demarest treated his distinguished guests with proper
decorum and Christian courtesy. The remains of Major

Andre were carefully exhumed and were taken away
with the cedar tree which had. grown over the grave. |

Its roots had closely entwined themselves about the skele- |

ton and both were removed together. Out of appre- ,

ciation for his kindness, the sisters wanted to send |
the dominie a valuable communion set, but he preferred |
a smaller gift. In due time there arrived a beautiful
wrought snuff box made of cedar wood of the above |

tree. The box was covered with red Morocco, lined with |
satin and velvet and was heavily bound with gold. It

bore the following inscription: “From His Royal High |
ness the Duke of York, to mark his sense of the Rev. |
John Demarest’s liberal attenticn upon the occasion of |
the removal of the remains of the late Major John Andre, |
at Tappan, on the 10th of August, 1821.” /
Ponds and Wyckoff were his last charge. At the |
time that he retired to his farm in Tappan the Secession |
Movement started and in 1822 he joined the True Re- |
formed Church. This resulted in his suspension in 1824. |
He died in 1837 and was buried in the Old French Burial
Ground in Schraalenburg (Dumont). 1
In the spring of 1823 it was agreed that the line |
between Ponds and Wyckoff should be as follows: Be- |
ginning at the house of Garret Post, from thence to |
James Ackerman’s; from thence to Abraham Winters’,
and from thence to Garret Garrison’s.
' In 1824, September 25th, the Wyckoff Reformed
Church was incorporated. Just exactly one month later
the Ponds Church was incorporated.

1825-1841 Zachariah H. Kuyphers, the Bachelor Preacher

On February 25, 1825 a call was made to Mr.
Kuyphers. He was of Dutch descent, coming from a promi-
inent ministerial family. He had received his education
in Hackensack in Dr. Wilson’s famous schcol and his
theological education under J. H. Livingston. He had
had several charges in Long Island where he had bzen
very successful. He was called by the combined churches
of Wyckoff, Ponds and Preakness, giving one Sunday to
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gieh place. Two sermons a Sunday were to be preached
in spummer and one in winter. The dominie preached
from memory, having a delivery that was monotonous and
mechanical. The contents were good, but they lacked
the necossary emphasis. IHe loved pastorlal visiting and
wiok plenty of time for it, often being away from home
ilays al o time. He was fond of his pipe and smoked it
incessnntly. IHe was a good story teller, and the children
always listened eagerly to his long, humorous stories of
hig experiences in pastoral Vl§11_312:],t10n. He was mild in
gmper and unsuspicious in spirit.
3 l]n politics hepwas a Federalist. In Long Island he
had had some unpleasant experiences by dabbling in
swolities, 1le discovered then as pastors always do that
tlu:' gospel makes for peace among the people better than
polities does. One Sunday during the ‘War of 1812, in a
service in Long Island, he prayed for “Our qussed Fed-
arnl Government”, and found one-half of his church
dng out.
wan‘%lt;gwm during his pastorate in 18329 that stoves were
plaged in the Wyckoft Church. Up until then people had
otten along with footstoves. In that same year the
%ﬂﬁdﬁ Congregation demolished the old hexagonal build-
g which had given service for eighty years, and built
# new structure (the present old 'bulldlng) on the identi-
anl wpol, The builder was Cornelius Demarest (father of
John €, Demarest, who with Mrs. Demarest lived to
yound out nearly a century). John C. Demarest later
helped to repair it, and loved to tell of how well it was
willt, This new building was also equipped with stoves
and this greatly increased the comfort and convenience
’?thg worshipers. The pews of the old hexagonal
Willding were placed in this new building and were of-
wred for snle to members on November 17, 1829.

~ In July, 1829, the steeple of the Wyckoff Church was

slruek by lightning. If we read history correctly, it was
%Ery high at first, and after being struck was shortened
aomewhat, . '

" The dominie was a bachelor, and it was a good thing
{ he was, for the $300 salary that he received .($}00
s eneh church) was not suflicient to support a wife.
wring hin stay in Ponds and Wyckoff (his last charge)

8 thought that he preached from his barrel ?xclusive~
, hever making a new sermon. He preached them from
jemmory, sometimes finding it a little hard to recall, and

“alwaya looking to one side while preaching. While here
8 wis gotting older, and often when the weather was
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bad he conducted no service at all.

New York City.
1842-1845 W. J. Thompson, the Teacher Preacher

Things having gone down somewhat under Kuy- |
phers during his last years, the congregation turned |
His name |
He was a Scotchman whos2 |
grandfather had been scalped by Indians near Williams- |

now to a young man, with energy and vigor.
was William J. Thompson.

port, Pa. He was born in Readington, N. J., March 8,

1812. At the age of four a stroke of palsy left his arm ]

crippled for life. In 1834 he graduated from Rutgers
College and entered upon a career of teaching, in which he
distinguished himself. While tutoring he also decided to
study theology, and so prepared himself for the ministry.
Through the Rev. J. H. Duryea, he was introduced to
Ponds and Wyckoff Churches and soon received a un-
animous call to both. Calls bear date of July 20, 1842,
and were both attested by Rev. G. C. Schenck of Pomp-
ton Plains. The Classis of Passaic met at the Plains
Church and approved the calls. Each church promised
to pay $200, making a total of $400, to be paid semi-an-
nually. He was to preach twice a day in summer, once a
day in winter, and to give mid-week lectures.
proved quite popular at this time.

He was installed in each church. The service at |

Wyckoff was as follows:

Rev. G. Wilson of Fairfield, preached the sermon.

Rev. J. L. Lord of Montville, charged the people.

Rev. H. Doolittle of Pompton, charged the pastor.

Ds. Thompson entered upon his duties with avidity.
Services were now held every Sunday, rain or shine. He
was very strict and punctual and the people rejoiced.
Records were kept with neatness and precision. He was
a good preacher and a faithful expounder of the Word.
His thought was vigorous, his statements accurate and his
expressions were not commonplace. But he was almost
destitute of imagination and of oratorical ability.

On the first Sunday in April, 1845, he preached from
I1I. Chron. 29-18 in regard to cleansing the temple. Im-
mediately after a congregational meeting was called anl

work started. The old pulpit was removed, a more “‘

modern one built, inside blinds were put on the windows,
new stoves were bought, aisles were carpeted, all at an

expense of $216.32.
22

Towards the last, for |
long periods at a time during the winter months, the |
churches were closed. He was dismissed April 5th, 1842. |
He was without a charge until 1848. He died in 1850 in

These

BEGINNING OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS

These came into both the churches through the
instrumentality of Ds. Thompson, the man who was a
teschor at heart. Shortly before his arrival an unsuc-
gesalul attempt had been made. In 1833 a young man by
the name of Charles Craft, living at Ponds, deplored tha
juele of religious instruction of the young. While Ds.
Demarest was at Ponds he catechized the children every
Monday, but it is very possible that with the trouble
that he had towards the last, that very little catechizing
with done. Ds. Kuyphers toward the last, grew rather
old und neglected many of his duties, and it is again
possible that instruction of the youth was somewhat
neglocted.  Charles Craft, though not himself a pro-
fessing christian and a member of the church, was con-
corned about the matter, and so consulted with the elders
uhout starting a Sabbath School for the youth of the
eongregation. )

The first meeting to discuss the matter was held
in front of the old Ponds Church, beneath the shadow

ul the old trees. Craft met with _Romaine.and Van Cleve.
lyidently there was very little interest in the venture.
liven the Dominie absented himself from the meeting,

showing his disapproval of something that was new.

'tl! iil:twn (‘l(l(‘?t'ﬂ gave permission to Mr. Craft to go ahead
with the school by saying: “Oh well you had better go
o with the school.”
I16 had no material and was obliged to use the books
anid other articles from the day school. About twenty
ghildren attended at first and the exercises were not
gven opened with prayer. He was not able to procure a
library either. It was at the time, a very poor school,
but Il was at least a beginning. Mr. Craft subsequently
united with the church as a member, and later on moved
to New York, where he did some splendid missionary
work, When he left the Ponds in 1835 there was no one
to tale his place, and the school dwindled down to
nothing,

The Upper Campgaw Union Sunday School has
yacords of their organization in 1843. They met in an
uld stone district school house on Pulis Avenue, which
has long since been demolished. The moving spirit in
the starting of this school was Mr. Alexander Chisholm,
# day wchool teacher who was tremendously interested
~ {n the spiritual and moral welfare of the children. They
met for organization on May 21, 1843, at 9:00 A. M., and

23




Ds. Thompson presided.
superintendent and Mr. Chisholm secretary.

point as those of Upper Campgaw.
One interesting bit of local history is the love that
grew up between the dominie and one of his teachers.

The dominie was a bachelor when he came to his com-

bined fields, but he soon fell in love with and married
Sophia Ward, daughter of John Ward. She was one of

the teachers of this school and a member of this church.

The record of the beginnings of Sunday School work
in Wyckoff are very brief. There were four schools
and they were held in day schools in the vicinity.

Ponds had only one, but a short time later had three. 1

There was one at the church, one in Crystal Lake started

in 1876, and one at Pleasant Valley (Ramapo Valley),
work of Mrs. J. P. |

started in 1867 through the hard
Storms, who did much personal work, going even into the
mountains near by to invite people.

The work of Ds. Thompson was of short duration.
On July 14, 1845, both consistories met at Albert
Bartholf’s and petitioned Classis for dissolution of the
pastorial relationship. As a pastor the dominie was be-
loved by everybody, and nobody wanted him to leave. But
he had received a call to become Rector of Rutgers
College Grammar School. This work appealed to him,
and he could not decline it. During his three vears he
had received three new members (one of whom was
Sophia Ward, his future wife), and he never again had
another church. From this time on he gave himself to
teaching. In the spring of 1866 he was thrown from a
wagon while riding, fractured a limb, and never
fully recovered from the accident. He died on March 19,
1867. His son, Ward Thompson, also became a teacher,
and was principal of schools for a long time in Montelair.
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Mr. William Pulis was elected !
We wish |
that our own records were as full and complete at this ]

WYCKOFF INDEPENDENT OF PONDS CHURCH

IN45-1865 Abram G. Ryerson, the Scholarly Preacher

: ‘ ide i dent.
Wyekoff and Ponds each decided to be indepen
Hoth felt that each was able to support a pa'stor.1 P;oréd:
aolected Rev. B. V. Collins, and Wyckoft agaulél;r sle)ecl«fgon
yolng man, one of 29 years, Re_v. Abram 'f }ye NeV\;
He had graduated from Rultég“fé"s 11%{ é&‘o}’%darilb('ieerllﬂorir; ki
winawick Seminany in : ) ,

li‘é:sl,ltm'utu two years in Gorman, Ontario County,_dNregg
‘orl, and from there he came here. He was copstl ‘ et -
il superior scholar, faithful in hls_s:tudy and C(l){ns}lls en i
Wety, Ile did a remarkable piece of work here 3
L’Véill-\’ years (except two years spent in the arm}{) 3*
Ehamziin). During his pastorate here 101 new mgegn fe 151

were reccived. The records kept by him are quite fu
e E}‘(lgc‘}l(;lxtli .upo‘n Ds. Ryerson was made at a corgsm%ory
meeting held April 7, 1846, and was moderated by E?I’\l,‘[:,
1, Vedder of Little Falls. _Cons1s‘to‘ry membersdpgas L
were: I8lders—Ralph Romaine, Thomas Myers an im;v,
Hily, Dencons—Abraham Ackerman, Abrahtar‘rml Quacken-
bush, John IHalsted and Abraham P. Win ete‘. s

~ Ilder Richard Vaé\l(‘icir Blsimlkle ‘X?S absent on a

il mlekness, and signe e call later. e
p !ig{:&sais met on June 16, 1846 at 11 A. M.Fqn(fi_ 1113l
stilled the brother. Rev. John J. Quick of Fairfield,
il Rev. Garret C. Schanck of Pomp-

e the sermon; ‘
ggi%"}‘;‘illls charged the pastor; Rev. B. V. Colling of

sharged the people.

Qﬁdsfn( ltllllt;g\(/((!ur 1829 ‘PWO acres of land were bouglllot (ﬁ
My, €. Quackenbush for $200, and the parsonage bul

i) 16 At i cost of $1,500. :
o it'l?\b(:t (r:{?)triosq’of events in the parsonagle dhave
gome down to us. One tells us of the annua doil}?é
giéﬁpartiva. The dominie had a colored maid, an 5
punger men loved to make her stand in th% C(ﬂ)rnesrhzoxl::3 °
where and throw onions and potatoes at }?_1. Rlierey
ented this very much, and the dominie OI‘t‘IS 2 o
%7 make their ]mrilsFlm‘:er; stop the practice, a g
‘whieh they did not like to do. |
'?hié%}féitdillizl' gtory is of a colored couple who cange_ 32
narried by the dominie. Al soon as the youggh mto
fool Inside the parsonage, so‘r_neth.mg 1nd1_11ce erher
ge her mind. All parties tried to prevai u%or}c fi
wve the dominie proceed with the ceremony, bu
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remained stubborn. As far as is known, the marriage |

never took place.

After living in the parsonage a few years thea |
dominie bought some land on the corner of Wiyckoff
Avenue and Russell Avenue, and built the H. B. Frost |
house. Farming was carried on here along with pastoral A
duties.. Mrs. Ryerson managed this farm with hired |

help, while the dominie served as chaplain in the army.

e parsonage was then rented to other parties. |

One record later makes the complaint that for a long
time there were no changes in the present parsonage. |
For many years they strugeled with the debt on it. §
Minutes of May 28, 1849, report it as being $1129.8714%. |
The spiritual condition of the church during most |

of this time seems to have been very good. Catechetical i
work was done, the dominie was his own Sunday School |
superintendent, and in 1849 sent an offering to the Sunday |
School Union. He had schools in various distriet school
buildings, held various mid-week lectures on the Bible, @

which seem to have been very well attended.

At a meeting held April 19, 1847, the consistory re- |

solved the following: “That an application be made to
General Synod’s Board of Sabbath School Union of the
Reformed Duteh Church to receive our school into their
Union.” That a yearly collection be made for such
union * * *  That the Sabbath School is and hereby
shall be constituted an institution of this church and as
such claims the attention and support of the church.
That so far as practical, it shall be supported by teachers
from the church. That these resolutions be read to the
church.

In reading over the minutes we discover that there
is some complaint about some women who “walked dis-
orderly.” We conclude that if the Consistory had con-
sisted of women folks that that decision might have
been different. Minutes of February 18, 1861, tell of
trouble about the disappearance of a shawl, but that was
all settled. In December 28, 1853, a request came dowx
from General Synod asking the churches to decide upo:
retaining or dropping the word “Dutch” from the official
title. The local consistory tabled the matter for con-
sideration, and at a later meeting decided to retain it.
On March 23, 1855 Mr. Benjamin Bartholf was recom-
mended for aid, his purpose being to study for the
ministry. He is one of three ministers from this congre-
gation, the others being brothers, J. P. Searle and Edward
V. V. Searle, sons of a late pastor of the church.

26

Ii ' ; v 29, 1865 we read of a
it the minutes of January 29, i
| ut the parsonage for conference over the wel

EEHHF‘ rregati And among the
w of the ehurch and congregation. nd ong :
é‘;‘imii gihjects which came before them étt}vlvassgllsgs
Honed that some persons frequently absentpd_ (re_merec\;[_
froin the Lord's Supper, and others were al 1nﬁ 1;1h i
g # chiureh and abetting the cause of theh e '1(1)r o
within our bounds by unchristian means, to the 1an }{ar—»
pid ehureh, and thereby disturbing 1tslhp(2ace arrrllmittee
iy, Whereupon it was resolved, 1. Tha da c\o‘ i
W éiipu!utml Lo wait upon the latter and -en2 ea}ﬂ?rt J(;Dhn
thett Lo return to their duty. Resolved 2. a

’ arco id committee.

aledl and John Van Blarcom be the sai -
E?l?:;wm.iug {wo months later it was resolved thag %Ee
iiémt;g af those who have left the church and joine

' "0 rds. The feeling
dothodigts be erased from the recor :
%i%ig;i‘ds the Methodists was bitter, and remained sto gog
s Lime, Later we find that one person presented &

tar | i r bership here,

¢ from n Methodist Church for mem ,

15%@1“ \:‘.ﬂﬁ rejected as being too old, and the perfs‘,coelli
poeelved on reaflirmation of faith. Some tlmﬁ a
that letters were received from Methodist Churches.

The reports at about this time (1856) show a

~ healthy mpiritual condition; two prayer meetings, inter-

gl In mid-week lectures. It was decided then to hold

i istri Sunday

4@ In the various district school houses on ‘
Egigﬁn 4, The Sunday Schools were considered feebli
ggdltig o for the name. Attendance at the services mus

have heen good as the sexton was ordered to keep ord’er

in i alleries. e
" (l)::g.iﬁﬂu:u:v 1, 1860 there was a case of discipline. Mr.

: \ . d
d been cited to appear before the consistory an
éxi]:;gin why he was not doing his duty. He exglallrllgg
that he was not attending church becau‘se'the péas ‘o&r_ -
jwenched in a Methodist Church; that the pas o(r;r (;Sdid
‘ié\m«l his revelations; that the pastor had said Go

il need men to defend his cause, ete., ete. The con-
i{zill‘réttnl'v gtood by the preaching of the pastor, rlgthtly r_[&i}(:,‘:
fended him, and urged Mr. X to retl’lrn to his duty. o 2
meeting ended by prayer for God’s guidance tl}Ill gs
The minutes of June 3, 1860 show that the br%)‘ (Er v%z a.
guapended. This case of discipline was ’che1 irs Obe-
werlen of difficulties that came gp.—the peop ebwe}re i
' to get tired of the dominie and were beginning

o is time there are many references
to find fault. About this time there

t:: deficiencies in salary—and usually money was taken
out of the box to make up shortages.
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In the spring report to Classis Calvinistic doctrines
are emphasized. People find fault with the preaching |
~= complain about its Arminianism. People begin to |
refuse to attend, and minutes of January 29, 1861 tell us |

they were suspended.

The following year, March 29, 1862, the pastor |
handed in his resignation, mentioning several reasons |
for his action, first of which was the evil influences of a
tavern on Wyckoff Avenue, and the supineness of the ]

people towards it. The pastor’s salary had also not been
raised. His resignation however was not accepted—the |
consistory was anxious to retain him. |

This was the time of the opening of the Civil War |
and the dominie was a loyal patriot. The Twenty-second

Regiment of New Jersey Volunteers was composed en- |

tirely of Bergen County boys, and Ds. Ryerson was asked
to become its chaplain. He accepted this on September
27, 1862, asking a seven months leave of absence, he to

pay the supplies $5.00 out of his own salary. On May 18, |

1863, he again asked for the dissolution of the pastoral |
relationship. The Great Consistory was called together |
to consider the matter, and Rev. J. F. Harris of Pompton ¢
moderated the meeting. It was resolved not to act until |
the return of the dominie from the army. June 27, 1863,
he wrote a letter from camp in Virginia, again asking
for dissolution. The minutes of September 26, 1863, are |
again signed by him. The report for the following spring }
to Classis shows an unfruitful year. The political situa- |
tion in the country at this time helps to explain the clos- |
ing years of Ryerson’s pastorate here. The dominie’s |
going into the army as a chaplain was support of Lincoln |
and the young Republican party. The old families in the ]
vieinity here were all staunch Democrats, and they could j
not forgive the dominie’s support of the Republican |
party and the war. So all these resignations and the |
congsistory”’s refusal to accept, was really a struggle of ‘
Democratic and Republican strength.

On May 26, 1864, Rev. Harris was again called in to
moderate and the dominie’s resignation was finally ac- 1
cepted. The reasons given were insufficient support and |

poor health, and he demanded $183.00 back salary. He |

left Wyckoff to go into teaching in Paterson. Two years |

of his ministeral life had been spent in New York State

and twenty here, excepting his army service. He never

had another charge. While living in Paterson he kept
up his connection with the Classis of Passaic and was a
valuable member of it for forty years. The classis
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i i d cher-

vave recalled with pleasure his labors .herz‘e an -

?Ei?éaﬂv th hope that he heard the plaudit, “well done,
when he died, February 18, 1887.

1465-1869, William B. Van Benschoten, the Builder
- e Preacher

The next choice of the people for a pastor was again
4 yvoung man, thirty years of age and fresh fro(in %};3
dgminnry, William B. Van Benschoten had gradua d
P Hutgers in 1861, and New B}"t_lnswmk Seminary
il 1le showed remarkable ability as a.bulldex('i, ta
paneler and an historian. .We are greatly Hgl}?bti ag
i for much of our historical matemal. On‘ rlls) mhe‘
Snday, 1868 (Church being sixty-two yeagsG %h o
preieliod an historical sermon on Jo},m 6-10, “Ga ?nteg
he fragments that nothing be lost. .T'hls was plfu‘able
i the Fiéi'gvu County Democrat, and is a Veﬁy vaP ;
sgtovienl document. It was included in Rev. b ol
Btruhauer's history at the time of the 100th annive \

Sl i igor of youth
machoten came here with the vigor of y
Qggéliiggd Lu, change things. The people app_aI"ently
willing to follow his youthful and v1gorgu§
i‘%ﬁip{ Al n total cost of $3127.88, the following
alve ehanges were made:
" gv%ﬁ,m‘@ﬁ was repaired and remodeled.

8 Windows were altered aocord‘iiI;g to plan  pro-
inalde blinds very likely removed).
(i%lgi@r was repaired and pews remode_led. Do‘%)rs
soved from the pews and the material used for

y i 3 indows
‘o entrances were built. Two windo
aouth !:i((,lltf \:/:\]r(lzumade into entrances, inspection
them today to be di}f;ferent from the central
JAth It east iron arch. )
Th{;h allery was lowered and changed. Ve_st;
v bullt in. The pulpit was remodeled. A 1hlg
| wa# built, with winding steps and brass lamp
an elther side.
' 'ééﬁilt;li@llng of chimneys was left to the d1s‘01i'1e-
f the bullding committee, consisting of John
Andrew (. Ackerman and C. Vreeland. An
% also made to have free pews, but this falle(li. ,
"{rit the motion to build an alcove for the pulpi
st, but later it was passed. Evidently there was
y’ here with graves that brought about thg
y, But we ean see that the youthful vigor an
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REV. W. J. THOMPSON

witld that aleove and one party objected because of a
1o was cited to appear before the con-
The consistory decided to go
il i bulld the alcove, and further decided that
“ie wore to be no more burials back of the church for
Wenly fool, This was done so as to take care of any
gl\c e thal might be found necessary at some future
g LF b
ﬁnuw!nﬁ {he conservative spirit of the times, one is
i%g;*ﬂﬁd al the innovations made by this youthful pastor.
A exeellent library costing $70 was started. Seatings
4 the eomimunion service were to be by families and no
HEel by mexes, At a consistory meeting held August
. 1aaT It wan decided by the local consistory to drop the
el “htel” from the official title of the denomination.
gty lkaly only o young dominie could have brought
Hhat aliout,
~ Bpleltual progress is also noted during his days.
'ﬁiéije was a monthly concert of prayer. Discipline cases
E@Wil altention, Family visitation was carefully at-
f.féét th, Hervices were held every Sunday, audiences
Wiie lnrge and attention to the Word was eager. Prayer
Uigs wore held in connection with weekly lectures
diiem 1 the vieinity. There were during the pastor-
by one additions to the church. The dominie also
46 town superintendent of public instruction.
Ji spring of 1869 the dominie received a call
non, N, J., which he deemed providential, and
u ueeept, The local consistory therefore united
W (Hev, J, N, Jansen of Pompton, moderating) in
sabing dissolution of the pastoral relationship. This
% wianted,  The dominie stayed at Lebanon three
' Al then went to Stone Arabia, N. Y., where he
il AL the age of forty-five. This was certainly un-
i ? us he was a man of great ability and was
| W,éh fine Chrigtian leadership.

JANNN Bamuel T, Searle, the Fatherly Preacher

wv, M, T, Hearle came from an old ministerial family
aldes, e graduated from Union College,
sotudy, N, Y, in 1845, and from New Brunswick
Wary In 1848, Tle came to Wyckoff at the age of
', having had twenty-one years experience in
arate, 1o came here from Leeds, N. Y., and
' Yeknf!‘ nineteen of the best years of his life.
atlon took place August 24, 1869. The consistory

?; giienn of the dominie prevailed. Later it was decided
i

ave near by,
Siebiiy and state his case.

REV. 8.

N

SEARLE

REV, ADRIAN WESTVEER i




‘Edward V. V. Searle, another son, was later received

iritual and temporal
His prayer was that
1 10t pastor who would come
slegaing of the gospel of peace.
ion was accepted, he conducted
viee, and a fairly large number
] ghip of the church. The
¢ during his pastorate were
he minute book is “Here ends my
s important dates of his work
| vecord. After he left the con-
minutes their regret at his leav-
i of hig truly conscientious and
servant of God. They felt that he
¥ to their families, a councillor
fion to the middle aged and a guide
iary he had broken to them
o seriptures and prayed for

Fi lﬂ‘

at that time consisted of: Elders—Abram G. Ackerm
John Halsted, I. D. Van Blarcom, C. Vreeland. Deacons—
H. P. Pulis, John I. Demarest and Jonas Halsted. Thej
decided to pay the dominie $800 a year and to furnis
enough hay to keep one horse. .

At his installation service Rev. John Steele preach
on the words “Glorious Gospel”; Rev. J. V. N. Scheneck
read the form and charged the people and Rev. G. J. Vv
Neste charged the pastor. The day was pleasant, the
attendance good and the exercises interesting. .

During the pastorate of Ds. Searle there were t
long serious business depressions, 1874-1879 and 188
1886. The minutes show this depression as there a
many references to deficits, debts, back salary, e
Several times they went to the box for moneys. Clas
report of March 26, 1875 speaks of the stringency of t
times. . :

Theclogically the times were still quite strict. The
are two instances where folks were received from t
Methodist Episcopal Church, but only after they h
assented to Reformed Church doctrine. One serious ca.
of discipline was taken care of and a brother suspend
from the membership of the church—the last case
believe. The general work of the church was carri
out faithfully. We read of Sabbath afternoon lectur
in Sicomac. '

On June 6, 1873, John Preston Searle made confe
sion of his faith. There was a very small attendance
the consistory meeting, and so he had to be examined
second time Sunday morning. J. P. Searle became lat
a professor in New Brunswick Seminary. His youth,
from the time he was fifteen, was spent in Wycko

1
[

ation. Throughout his min-
the eharacter of a true disciple of

A copy of the resolutions were
and we are sure he prized those

rlo in Metuchen, and J. P. Searle
While in New Brunswick he took a

te meetings. A new hymn boqk
: time, Several pages are at this
: : ' the record and we do not know what is
the _Iilembershlp of this church. He also entered th gome of our older members can tell
ministry. ~ ; :

Two more stoves were added, and two new chimne
were built to the church building, and several chang
were made in the parsonage.

In 1871 the New Jersey-Midland Railroad was buil
The post office, which up to this time had been Godwi
ville, was then transferred to the new depot.

On February 27, 1888, the resignation of Ds. Sear
was accepted with the kindest feelings. In his letter o
resignation he hopes that he is actuated by a desire to
glorify God, to promote the welfare of-the church and the
salvation of souls. His feelings towards the church h
had served for more than eighteen years were the kind
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81 W, E. I'aulkner, the Impetuous Preacher

July 29, 1888 tell us that W. E.
called at a salary of $800. He was
hen he came. He had graduated
in 1878, and Union Seminary in 1878.
New York charges before he came
land 60x270 feet was bought for
20.00. Daniel Snyder was elected a
9, thus giving him up to date forty-
congistory—an unusual record.
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The following story which has been told us, illuss
trates the social life of the times. The church needed
new pulpit furniture and new carpet. The carpet alon
meant an outlay of $200.00, and that was a large ite
for that day, and this was the topic of conversation for
a few years. The Ladies proceeded with arrangements,
Mary Vreeland (later Mrs. Rev. A. Westveer), Charity
Ackerman, Mrs. Florance Newkirk, Mrs. Uriah Quacken
bush and Mrs. B. B. Van Wagoner the committee. The y
arranged for a Martha Washington tea party to be held
on February 22 at the hotel in the neighborhood. This
occasioned a great deal of criticism on the part of some
because of the bar in the hotel, and the amount of liquox
usually sold. The church had no building suitable fox
social purposes and so they were forced to use the hotel,
The proprietor very kindly and thoughtfully closed the
bar for the evening. ]

The committee secured twelve dozen cups and
saucers in a New York wholesale house and gave a cuyp LG -
and saucer with every purchase of a cup of tea. This , and thal gave great offense to the dominie. It
social affair brought a little over $100, and as $200 was yefore decided to build a chapel at a cost of $2000.
needed it was necessary to put forth further efforts. Thamias Winters, for many years an elder in the church,
Miss Ryerson, a school teacher, then organized a Snows- # woil, Nilnut.(-u of June 1, 1896 tell us the chapel
flake Society, which put on a fair in a school house and spepted and approved. The Christian Endeavor of-
Succeeded: in raising the required amount of money. 1 give the chairs, but we read a little later that

The pastorate of Ds. Faulkner was short, and full of ory pald the bill. We must however, say for
trouble. Some of the pages of the record are pasted gople, that it was their initiative aI_ld push
together, and it is probably well that we do not kno # the ehapel building possible. They raised the
their contents. The consistory placed charges against] uy for It with a strawberry social. The Jr. O.
the brother, but these were later withdrawn. Mr. . Wers goon given permission to use the building
Faulkner resigned sometime in the spring, resignatio sl’ﬁiaetinnn at $1.00 a night. On October 3, 1898,

veliined to Stanton, N. J., his forr_ner charge, where:
tetnalned but a short time again, as in two subsequent
5. The only place where he stayed for a long time
at Wyeloll, About one-fourth of his active ministry
spent here, twelve of the forty-nine years. ‘
e tecords show that the dominie did very good,
Whitul work here. In his day Wyckoff was a very
, peaeeful, rural villuge, and the population was
Iy, All pastoral duties were faithfully attended
il 1 the twelve years 109 members were added. The
g?gg ol April b, 1898, refer to the “even tenor of our
" and that fairly well describes the spirit of the
Conslgtorial reports are very much the same
' to year, . i
évgi'al phywsical improvements are noted at this
The parsonage was covered with shingles, a new
lald and other improvements made. _ Church fairs
held elther in some home or else in the church

to take effect July 1, and he to have use of the parsonag #elded to hold Sunday evening services in the
till September 1. it this was discontinued two years Ilater.

The brother had two other short pastorates, the last the year 1897 we notice that they maintained
one in Newton, N. J. Here he took sick and was removed Wayer meetings a week, and that they started to
to the Paterson General Hospital where he died June iifermented wine at the communion services. In
9, 1897. : ie eorners of the church building were strength-

1 el Ay
1892-1904 Adrian Westveer, the Dignified Preacher lieh a way that the building is very firm today

: | eontinue #o for a long time. Preparatory ser-
Adrian Westveer was born in the Netherlands, No- e ehanged from week-days to Sundays from
vember 2, 1840. He was reared as a boy in Holland, 1001, The cement walk in front of the church
Michigan, and attended the Academy there. He received il there in 1902 and is the gift of the Ladies
his education at Rutgers, graduating in 1865. He grad- ;

uated from New Brunswick Seminary in 1868. Before
coming to Wyckoff he had been rather restless, having
had eight short pastorates. Wiyckoff called him from the
Presbyterian Church. He stayed here twelve years, and
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#d the last of this pastorate the church closed
# while the pastor was on vacation. September
A request came from Roman Catholic people in
munity asking for permission to use the basc-
| the chapel for Catholic services. They wer2
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wiven permission to use the main floor, a very fine spirif
indeed. In 1903 the minutes record the problem of the
evening service, and the question is asked “What must
we do with them ?”” This question has apparently not yef
been answered. In 1903 a new bell was bought at a cost
of $170, and the old one given to the public school, for
which the improvement Association returned us heartv
thanks. The stipulation was that if they no longer usedi
the bell it was to revert to the church. ‘

During Westveer’s services here, the parsonage
saw three different minister’s wives. His first wife,
Isabelle D. Henry of New Brunswck, died. The minutes
of August 7, 1899 record the Consistory’s resolutions of
sympathy. June 28, 1901, he married Mary H. Hall, of
Paterson. She introduced customs into the quiet life
of the parsonage that the folks had not been used to, and
the result was that life was not as happy as formerly
She also organized the Home Circle (which disbanded
later and with the balance in the treasury gave the first
memorial window in 1913) directed the choir, and was
instrumental in getting the church a new bell. !

The minutes of March 14, 1904, tell us again of ress
olutions of sympathy of the consistory for the pastor in
his bereavement. The next year, June 7, 1905, he mar-
ried the daughter of one of the outstanding families of
the church and community, Miss Mary C. Vreeland. The
dominie died June 30, 1917, and is buried in the Wyckoft
Cemetery near the church Mrs. Mary C. Westveer sur:
vived him and is still living (1931). 4

The minutes of September 7, 1904 tell us of the
resignation of the pastor that he mlght return to a for-
mer field, Stanton, N. J.

1906-1911 Paul J. Strohauer, the Organlzer Preacher

During the vacancy that ensued we read that W. §
Maines, a student of the Seminary, was called, but he de-
clined the call, and chose another field. The call was
then given to Paul J. Strohauer. He was born in Sches
nectady, N. Y., but had been reared in Michigan. He
oraduated fro‘m Union College in 1897 and New Bruns
Wick in 1900. When he came he had had five years’ exs
perience in two charges. s

Many physical changes were made during the t1m
Mr. Strohauer was here. The Ladies’” Aid gave the
church a piano. The Rockland Electric Company wa
given a franchise by the community, and so oil lamp
were replaced with electric lights. The old barn at the
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at that time consisted of: Elders—Abram G. Ackerman,
John Halsted, I. D. Van Blarcom, C. Vreeland. Deacons—
H. P. Pulis, John H. Demarest and Jonas Halsted. They
decided to pay the dominie $800 a year and to furnish
encugh hay to keep one horse. :

At his installation service Rev. John Steele preached
on the words “Glorious Gospel”; Rev. J. V. N. Schenck
read the form and charged the people and Rev. G. J. Van
Neste charged the pastor. The day was pleasant, the
attendance good and the exercises interesting.

During the pastorate of Ds. Searle there were two
long serious business depressions, 1874-1879 and 1834-
1886. The minutes show this depression as there are
many references to deficits, debts, back salary, etc.
Several times they went to the box for moneys. Classis
report of March 26, 1875 speaks of the stringency of the
times.

Theclogically the times were still quite strict. There
are two instances where folks were received from the
Methodist Episcopal Church, but only after they had
assented to Reformed Church doctrine. One serious case

of discipline was taken care of and a brother suspended

from the membership of the church—the last case we
believe. The general work of the church was carried

out faithfully. We read of Sabbath afternoon lectures | =

in Sicomac. :

On June 6, 1873, John Preston Searle made confes-
sion of his faith. There was a very small attendance at
the consistory meeting, and so he had to be examined a
second time Sunday morning. J. P. Searle became later
a professor in New Brunswick Seminary. His youth,
from the time he was fifteen, was spent in Wyckofl.
Edward V. V. Searle, another son, was later received in
the membership of this church. He also entered the
ministry.

Two more stoves were added, and two new chimneys
were built to the chureh building, and several changes
were made in the parsonage.

In 1871 the New Jersey-Midland Railroad was built.
The post office, which up to this time had been Godwin-
ville, was then transferred to the new depot.

On February 27, 1888, the resignation of Ds. Searle
was accepted with the kindest feelings. In his letter of
resignation he hopes that he is actuated by a desire to
glorify God, to promote the welfare of-the church and the
salvation of souls. His feelings towards the church he
had served for more than eighteen years were the kind-
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y desired that great spiritual and temporal
would be granted her. His prayer was that
ld send speedily another pastor who would come
ilness of the blessing of the gospel of peace.

the resignation was accepted, he conducted
mmunion service, and a fairly large number
ved into the membership of the church. The
ved by Ds. Searle during his pastorate were
last entry on the minute book is “Here ends my
nd then he gives important dates of his work
ly & wonderful record. After he left the con-
ered upon the minutes their regret at his leav-
king mention of his truly conscientious and
work as a servant of God. They felt that he
me an ‘“appendary to their families, a councillor

‘aged, a companion to the middle aged and a guide

un§. In the sanctuary he had broken to them
of life, expounded the scriptures and prayed for
etification and salvation. Throughout his min-
had sustained the character of a true disciple of

_' d Jesus Christ.” A copy of the resolutions were

“-hd good dominie and we are sure he prized those

Hearle served the Hurley, N. Y., church eight
ber leaving Wyckoff, and then spent the last
are of his life in retirement at the home of his
vd V. V. Searle in Metuchen, and J. P. Searle
gwick. While in New Brunswick he took a
t in the Seminary and the students.

¢ the vacancy that resulted we find Rev. A. A.
on to moderate meetings. A new hymn book
ted at this time. Several pages are at this
out of the record and we do not know what is
Possibly some of our older members can tell

1801 W. E. Faulkner, the Impetuous Preacher

minutes of July 29, 1888 tell us that W. E.
has been called at a salary of $800. He was
4 old when he came. He had graduated
jon College in 1873, and Union Seminary in 1878.
heen in three New York charges before he came
{ this time land 60x270 feet was bought for
A cost of $820.00. Daniel Snyder was elected a
June 29, 1889, thus giving him up to date forty-
‘e on the consistory—an unusual record.
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The following story which has been told us, illus-
trates the social life of the times. The church needed
new pulpit furniture and new carpet. The carpet alone
meant an outlay of $200.00, and that was a large item
for that day, and this was the topic of conversation for
a few years. The Ladies proceeded with arrangements,
Mary Vreeland (later Mrs. Rev. A. Westveer), Charity
Ackerman, Mrs. Florance Newkirk, Mrs. Uriah Quacken-
bush and Mrs. B. B. Van Wagoner the committee. They
arranged for a Martha Washington tea party to be held
on February 22 at the hotel in the neighborhood. This
occasioned a great deal of criticism on the part of some
because of the bar in the hotel, and the amount of liquor
usually sold. The church had no building suitable for
social purposes and so they were forced to use the hotel.
The proprietor very kindly and thoughtfully closed the
bar for the evening.

The committee secured twelve dozen cups and

saucers in a New York wholesale house and gave a cup

and saucer with every purchase of a cup of tea. This
social affair brought a little over $100, and as $200 was
needed it was necessary to put forth further efforts.

Miss Ryerson, a school teacher, then organized a Snow- |

flake Society, which put on a fair in a school house and
succeeded: in raising the required amount of money.

The pastorate of Ds. Faulkner was short, and full of |
Some of the pages of the record are pasted |

trouble.
together, and it is probably well that we do not know
their contents. The consistory placed charges against
the brother, but these were later withdrawn. Mr.
Faulkner resigned sometime in the spring, resignation
to take effect July 1, and he to have use of the parsonage
till September 1.

The brother had two other short pastorates, the last

one in Newton, N. J. Here he took sick and was removed
to the Paterson General Hospital where he died June |

9, 1897.

’ 1892-1904 Adrian Westveer, the Dignified Preacher
Adrian Westveer was born in the Netherlands, No-

vember 2, 1840.

his education at Rutgers, graduating in 1865. He grad-
aated from New Brunswick Seminary in 1868. Before

coming to Wyckoff he had been rather restless, having |
had eight short pastorates. Wiyckoff called him from the *

Presbyterian Church. He stayed here twelve years, and
34

He was reared as a boy in Hollgnd,
‘Michigan, and attended the Academy there. He received |

rned to Stanton, N. J., his former charge, where:
ned but a short time again, as in two subsequent
he only place where he stayed for a long time
Wyekoff, About one-fourth of his active ministry
| ghére, twelve of the forty-nine years. ‘
& records show that the dominie did very good,
work here. In his day Wyckoff was a very
eful, rural village, and the population was
v, All pastoral duties were faithfully attended
the twelve years 109 members were added. The
of April b, 1898, refer to the “even tenor of our
d that fairly well describes the spirit of the
" Consistorial reports are very much the same

¥ to year. :
yal physical improvements are noted at this

he parsonage was covered with shingles, a new
and other improvements made. Church fairs

d either in some home or else in the_c_hurch
and that gave great offense to the dominie. It
afore decided to build a chapel at a cost of $2000.
inters, for many years an elder in the church,

work, Minutes of June 1, 1896 tell us the chapel
sted and approved. The Christian Endeavor of-

1o glve the chairs, but we read a little later that
sulntory paid the bill. We must however, say for
young ople, that it was their initiative and push
’ gz he chapel building possible. They raised tho
&l money for it with a strawberry social. The Jr. O.
Were soon given permission to use the building
meetings at $1.00 a night. On October 3, 1893,
selded to hold Sunday evening services in the

hut this was discontinued two years later.

the year 1897 we notice that they maintained
pyor meetings a week, and that they started to
fermented wine at the communion services. In
e corners of the church building were strength-
wueh & way that the building is very firm today,
gontinue so for a long time. Preparatory ser-

ve changed from week-days to Sundays from
1901, The cement walk in front of the church

ad there in 1902 and is the gift of the Ladies

the last of this pastorate the church closed

while the pastor was on vacation. September

A request came from Roman Catholic people in
"'ﬁni%y asking for permission to use the basc-
They wer2

the chapel for Catholic services.
95



given permission to use the main floor, a very fine sp1r1
1ndeed In 1903 the minutes record the problem of tha
evening service, and the question is asked “What must
we do With them 27 This question has apparently not yet
been answered. In 1903 a new bell was bought at a cost
of $170, and the old one given to the public school, for
which the improvement Association returned us heartv
thanks. The stipulation was that if they no longer use i
the bell it was to revert to the church.

During Westveer’s services here, the parsonage
saw three different minister’s wives. His first wife,
Isabelle D. Henry of New Brunswek, died. The minutes
of August 7, 1899 record the Consistory’s resolutions of
sympathy. June 28, 1901, he married Mary H. Hall, of
Paterson. She 1ntroduced customs into the quiet llf
of the parsonage that the folks had not been used to, and
the result was that life was not as happy as formerly
She also organized the Home Circle (which disbanded
later and with the balance in the treasury gave the first
memorial window in 1913) directed the choir, and was
instrumental in getting the church a new bell.

The minutes of March 14, 1904, tell us again of ress
olutions of sympathy of the consistory for the pastor in
his bereavement. The next year, June 7, 1905, he mar-
ried the daughter of one of the outstandlng famlhes of
the church and community, Miss Mary C. Vreeland. The
dominie died June 30, 1917, and is buried in the Wyckofi
Cemetery near the church Myrs. Mary C. Westveer surs
vived him and is still living (1931). ‘

The minutes of September 7, 1904 tell us of th
resignation of the pastor that he mlght return to a for-
mer fleld Stanton, N. J. ,

1906-1911 Paul J. Strohauer, the Organlzer Preacherr

During the vacancy that ensued we read that W. S
Maines, a student of the Seminary, was called, but he de-
clined the call, and chose another field. The call wa$
then given to Paul J. Strohauer. He was born in Sche
nectady, N. Y., but had been reared in Michigan. He
graduated from Union College in 1897 and New Bruns
Wick in 1900. When he came he had had five years’ exs
perience in two charges.

Many physical changes were made during the time
Mr. Strohauer was here. The Ladies’ Aid gave the
church a piano. The Rockland Electric Company was
given a franchise by the community, and so oil lamp
were replaced with electric lights. The old barn at thé
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o ([\,elmnwd) Church in New

parsonage was defnohshed and a better one built. A ne
. ehurch he had taken special

communion table was given, the gift of Carrie Frost.
steam heating system was put in the parsonage. F
aces were put in the church and stoves taken out. T
was a tremendously hard undertaking as the old chu
had been built without a basement. Thomas Winte
was again the man to go ahead with this hard and di
ficult work. In May 24, 1909, the Cemetery Committi
was incorporated so that the graves might receive betts
care. Application was then also made to the Carn
Foundation for assistance in buying an organ, the ¢
having started the fund.

The minutes of June 5, 1905 tell us of the death
Miss Charity Ackerman. For thirty years she had bee
the faithful organist of the church and when she
she left the church $500. She never failed to attend tk
services and a colored lady always accompanied her, i
ting in the gallery durlng the services. She also
a very faithful worker in the Upper Campgaw U
Sunday School.

On September 23, 24 and 25, 1906, the 100th a
versary of the founding of the church was fittingly
appropriately celebrated.

On June 28, 1907, a Fire Company was -organizé
under the leadership of the pastor. Church organizati
were also started which no longer function. In 1910
envelope system of contributions was begun. Durin
this pastorate seventy-seven new members were receiveg

He resigned December 11, 1911, the Rev. A.
Church of Riverside Church, Paterson, moderating
meeting of the consistory. Rev. Strohauer then wen
take up the work in Churchville, Pa. He is at present i
the Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, Tren
New Jersey.

1912-1925, Archibald F. Parker, the Gentleman Pa

Rev. A. F. Parker was called and installed by
Classis on November 20, 1912. He came at the ag
forty-seven, and gave thirteen years of his life to
work here. He was born in New York City February
1865. For many years he had been a silk designer,
late in life decided upon the ministry. He did not h
the regular literary preparation for the ministry,
was accepted as a special student in New Brunsw
graduating here in 1900. He was a classmate of Rev. Paj
J. Strohauer. He had had twelve years’ experience befo!
he came here, about half of that in the Presbyteria
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te most of the memorial windows
L in: May 26, 1913, the Home
! M;u('h 15, ]‘)1,) the two win-
d, V-mdm buck and Charles
the Bartholf Memorial Window;

O, U, A. M. Window and the
in memory of C. E. Frazier;
dow given by Daniel Snyder; Sep—
wogiven by Mrs. John W. Ackef—

al places of action taken in
0 was given by the Car-
the work was done by J. M.
The organ was purchased
any of Paterson, N. J., May

iime the cemotery was badly neglected.
on the graves. Mr. James A.
terian, came to Wyckoff, united with

ol to the consistory, and then ap-
Committee. He mterested him-
and worked hard to establish:
graves perpetual care, and was
ssult was thcxt the cemetely now

pmpmsod changes Before the
made the pastor received and ac-
enburg Church, Elmsford, N. Y.,
‘gerved that church for about four
eve gight compelled him to resign.
in the Presbyterian Hospital,
pn%tomte of twelve years 175

,uﬁvrtlur\ remodeling of the church
L a% i EDéf of $3,600 and the parsonage re-
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1912-1925

-, Lewrge G, Heneveld, the Peace Preacher
0 %25 g of the congregation held on August 1,
» T, Goorge G, Heneveld of Muskegon, Mich-
’ J 13{1. 1, Heneveld was born in Holland.
areh 841, 1800, and received his higher edu-
e Preparatory School and Hope College,
¢ i 10 He graduated from the Western
siinary in 1016, Iis first charge was at
oW, e two years, and second charge at the
vl Chureh, Muskegon, where he labored
,g’ha eall bears date of July 8, 1925, and is
b Blders Danlel Snyder, John Duryea, James
i O 8 Pulls,  Dencons: Walter Snyder, Joseph
Wk, Albert Van Slot, Charles Mastenbrook. The’

War Hev, Mauriee J, Verduin, of Oakland.
Beneed work September 1, 1925, and was in-
e Clansls of Passaic September 9. The fol-
8 the plogram: Rev. A, S. Van Dyck of
waided and read the form; Rev. M. J. Ver-
, prenehied the sermon; Rev. C. J. Fingar
shinreed the congregation and Rev. John

te Falls, charged the pastor.

ol Wi'itfug' thig he has served the church
Wy and pleasant years. There has been
E{\ . The Church School has had a very
Qg I8 due to new families moving into
2]

g the last few years there have
gen i the community. There is a
% ¢ ehiureh sechool and the chureh, the
the ehuveh sorvices in very small num-
E jeople rarely taking any interest in
his will have to change if the con-
h@ future to be composed of church
nder way to remedy this situation.
L lie also been engaged to guide the
Al addition to the chapel which will
a8 to tollets, heating, dining room
oot facllitios, It is expected that
il depression has passed away, that

REV. G. G. HENEVEL]
Present Pastor

el

aited o little churech publication, The
g st of 260, This paper is pub-

4, and brings news and inspirational

and friends of the church,

8 dolng very poor work and is one

s ul present, It is expected that
Ve to be substituted for the young

i1



{ifficult. We have had so much

people. This condition prevails in many of the con
gations—many of them having abandoned C. E. w
for some time. ‘

The Ladies’ Aid Society and the Missionary Soci
are both doing good work, and the members are alw
very faithful when called upon for any work. ‘

The prospects for the church are good. We hav
large area that is being served by no other church exc
a Full Gospel Church (started in 1923 and flourishil
which appeals to people of a different type than o
and has very few of our townspeople connected with
There is also a Roman Catholic Church that serves
constituencey and is flourishing. ,

The work of the church however, is very diffic
There is much is modern life that is more interesting
people with the modern mind and spirit. The age i
given to serious or deep thinking, but to amusemel
frivolity, auto speeding and the movies. There are m:
people whose attachment to the church is very loos
merely nominal. They are willing to send their child;
to the Sunday School, but rarely attend the serwv:
themselves. Here is a very large field that must
carefully cultivated. ,

The firmly established residents of former day
no longer with us. Folks move about a good deal—t
work often making it necessary for them to move {
new location. Just at present the Erie Railroad
moved its offices to Cleveland and hundreds of employ
have moved, taking thousands of citizens with
from Northern New Jersey. Many of such folks
- moved about a great deal do not develop that loy
tachment to the church that characertized the com
ity a generation or two ago.

The need of the church as a social center is no 1
felt. A few generations ago the church was the
center and folks went there not only to hear the g
but also to get the news of the day and meet fr
they had probably not seen for some time? We now h:
telephones, daily newspapers, automobiles, the radi
every social organization finds it very hard to get a
attendance. Of the various social organizations in
1c)on%munity the attendance at the church is by fa

est.

¢h will continue to be that
the eternal gospel of
ut it will have to be preached
' ~its social implication
ged. Race hatred is in-

and corrected by the

lue to the last war with its
ead of giving us national
;18 getting to be a
be corrected by the
Jeremiah and Jesus
han ever before.
ed prohibition but it is
d it would be. There is

have not kept up their
ol temperance must

ghips is becoming
ation day by day.
hich i quite serious
wealth of the country
ber cent. of the people
too must be cor-
in principles. It
day but it was not

radio, newspaper,
v, all of which lessens
there i a field that
ie chiurch will minister
iking people who
~nol permitting

face the future and

1 they were
being laid
oh atandard is

rward anxiously to
will give ua facilities

_ Some religious leaders are predicting a reviv
religion. These predictions have been made many ti
of late. The war with its backwash of corruption, ma
evil, and business depression, is making the spirit
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EARLY PASTORS AT PONDS

1710-1724—G. Bartholf (SS.) with Acquackanock a
; Hackensack.
1730-1735—H. Coens. - With Bellville, Pompton
Acquackanock (Passaic). .
1735-1748—J. Van Driessen (SS.) With Pompton. Liy
in Acquackanock (Period of the G €
Awakening under Jonathan Edwards).
1748-1788—B. Vander Linde. With Paramus. One- !
of time in Ponds. Period of Coetus troul
in all the churches, 1740-70. y
1789-1809—Peter De Witt.

PHOPERTY CHANGES AT WYCKOFF

pteniber 27, one-hall acre bought for $7.50.

Wieh bullt at cost of $4,205. Church had one:
i, mlx windows, no stoves, hlgh gallery,
uil pews below, ltwunty-f(;:l_lg ]1n gallery,.
HHiE ol pews, high pulpit, no vestibule.

4 Degsibor pews wore auctioned for $4,111.6214%.
e were nol pold,

!

4y 2 property mortgaged to three parties for
At delit,

—Buildi yekoff Church. “Mareh 26, Bhevi! sale at Hackensack. Wyckoﬁ”
o o ol Ly § veh sold for $71 to John Pulis. Ponds Church

PONDS CHURCH BUILDINGS sulil for #8000 to Martin Van Houten.

5 s Shuxch East of ney cemetery near hi ~ Apeiel 21, Wyekofl Church deeded back to Con-
way. Was first church north of Passaic River. \ ;. by Pulls, :

pew

Building served as Bergen County Court House dut
glg Revolution when Hessians burned Hackensack Coui
ouse. ‘
Building demolished in 1829 to make room for ney
building on exact spot. 1
3. Present old structure. Some old material o
hexagonal building went into it. Old pews used unt!
1850 when new ones were bought. Contractor and build!
er was Cornelius Demarest, father of John C. Demarest;
4. Present chapel.

vestige left of it. Tombstones not used for graves at ; - il e .
dirt mounds have disappeared. ? pteniber 86, Wyekofl Church incorporated.
gjr?re]()irifi%srgn1?%8-113'784681)%%}1& %0 Doe S builiy Wy, Bleeple, then high, struck by lightning. First
2. Hexagonal church. Served from 1748-182! HiveR lsed, _ o
Built where present church now stands. Material w3 - Aprll,  Bxtennive repairs under Dominie Tho-mp',
of stone provided by congregation. Roof converged f S, Now pulpit, aisles carpeted, inside blinds
a point. Had chairs, high pulpit and short gallery. Wa Bl Windows, new stoves. Cost $216.32.
plain as the old fashioned Dutch people themselves. I L - T ! i ¢
ulpit w. T i e 6, two acres of land bought, corner o
;18S%6u2egei"1‘17 t%%lrigtey?ui?(%%%ht’ Fo Dos el We éﬁﬁé of U, Quackenbush for $200. Parsonage
Dominie De Witt lies buried under it, near elder #6 eost of $1,600.00. :
sive vepiire to Church,  Galleries lowered,
Windows made into entrances, alcove at reac
Pulplt, doors taken ofl pews and material used
Walnaeonting, Cost $3,127.88 Work done
i W, 11, Van Benschoten.,
iher,  T'wo more stoves and two new chim-
nder Hearle,
ary,  Hought land, 60x270 for sheds. Cos:

Eﬁf pulpit ehairs,  Gift of Ladies’ Aid.
dige tecoverad with shingles,
1%, Motion to build a hall at cost of

Monr In prarsonage,
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Classes Having Supervision over Ponds and Wyckoff

’ Churches ]

1710-1800—Hackensack Classis,
1800-1839—Bergen Classis.
1839-1928 —Passaic Classis.

1928 —Paramus Classis.
44




1899—October. Pointing church walls.

1 = Ll (E [In) il b~ 1O

1902—Walk placed in front of church. Second- h B N = o
furnace in parsonage. 1

1903—April. New bell in church. Old one given to p R 2 =2 =

lic school. 1 ' A & ®© ® S =
1906—Extensive repairs in parsonage. Furnace un

church. Platform modernized. Vestibules ar s & 6 N o o

choir loft built. New pulpit. Pipe organ mstal ‘
at cost of $1,700.00. Steam heat in narsonage

1912 Parsonage extensively repaired. Architect en % % g % § g ﬁ
ployed. A vz ; :b o
1913—TFirst memorial window by Home Circle. Last ol 2 1% e s 2 o
by P. S. Pulis 1930. | = = 2= 2
1915—Metal ceiling in church Gift of Ladies’
‘ Society. ; A 8 ¥ 8 835
1916—New pipe organ at cost of $1,800.00. Mas;

Organ Company. . ‘ = 0 U0 00 0010 00 b= D ©
1917—Sold some land to Mr. H. Klomburg. : - @u§§§§§§§§8g
1921—Kitchen built to chapel by Ladies’ Aid. Also ' el H,H

pulpit chairs. | ‘ 1 ‘ ’ e
1922—New furnace in church, gifi of Ladies’ Aid. | i ‘ e
1924-—Motion made to lay new floor and buy new pes ' ' I : e B

Finished 1925. Both were gifts of Ladies’ Aid, 5 ]5 . F e E8
1925—Extensive repairs to parsonage. ] 2 4 é fc:‘%i(:ﬁ gﬁimm
1927—Cement walk and basement floor at parsona é ﬁgmlgm_g,g %"Qd _gmm

Gift of Ladies’ Aid. | PP AP Aslsl P A e

STATISTICAL REPORT BY DECADES

Cate- S. S. Benevo- . e B0

Families Members chumens Scholars 12?@2 Cogi 3 3 otB %
izsl. 78 59 e e S
1841 No reports in General Synod Minutes. : I 1 i |
il 132 38 50 120 « e
1861 100 117 50 105  $115 . .
asal. 105 171 30 60 170 1 i
1881 90 119 80 92 1 S T
1801 - i 121 7 1 H B &
1900 W 1%y 67 61 - 113 4 % E S %
¥o1f . 88 gg 185 28 = = o E 8
1921 120 185 261 283 - i g 4 &
qagi: . 165 365 350 767 6, (W L NN
46 ! B v B 4 o <

1500

184

2000
2500
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=916 34
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G. G. Heneveld ___._.




Consistory of Whyckoftf Reformed Church (1931)—Back row y
right—Charles S. Pulis, Charles Depew, G. Ralph Hendrickson, H
Snyder, Harold Ramsey, Walter Snyder.

Front row—Isaac Gee, Albert Van Slot, Rev.
Snyder, Franklin G. Lockwood and John Ackerson.

G. G. Heneveld, D

THE

PARSONAGE

{UNBINTORY MEMBERS SINCE 1865

given are election years and cover term of

REBEEEN - 1D00-1038
PEHAR 1ha
Avheimian 1RAT-IROR
Herinnn [RT0- 1872
Flistiman LHEO- 1018
EFgnn [hER=1081
Hithii TN
fiithoil TRAT=1877
¢ Bl P HEE-1000
4 Eﬁnhnlf i HTd=1000

IRT0-1RTH

1 REA
& Haiin {RTH 1RO

Hiniest | ROH-1RTH

Phan-1h)

' § Hiiiyen IRIR- 1020
g Hiay 1hgl=1034

i PRGG

»H PROB-1020
il hie T

IATH-1HDO
1141018
fhid=1002
(A RERREY
JHEE-1000
fHEfT-1010
JRUB-1HTH
FRAT-1HKO
1h#l
- ABOE=1DHD
{RIEN-LDOV
{EGA-1NTE
tang-1ns4
{hay
Anngantl
1hin
THEE-10HI
1801=1R02
fhad-10ER
PROT-1004
PROAIRDD
TRANTRTH
JEEOITHN

I Rl aRPlath oo 1930

U PoRter Sl L 1915

Cherles 8, Pulis ... 1908-1931
e Palle 1868-1870
Harold Ramsey ... 1918-1931
SRy I° Risley .. o 1887-1893
Gleorge Romain ... 1869-188Y
Robert Rothwell 1918-1920

g o, ' Ruddick . .
W EL (Shepard - 99021046
Alpert J .Bmith i 1877-1882
John A. Smith ... 1870-1874
C‘harles Snyder —..o.......1896-1901

Barry Snyder ... ... 1931

Walter Snyder —...........1924-1931
Willilam Snyder ... 1867-1891
Banielsnyder ) i 1883-1931

J, G. Snyder _..1866-18T0
Henry Sturr ... _..1869-1870
T .Van Blarcom _.......1892-1893
1, D, Van Blarcom ....1867-188"
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Cooke, Harry G.
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Hans Cordes
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Mary Dearing
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Dearing, Charles W.
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Decker, Edward

William G,
Mryrs. Edward Decker \

dneon Greenhalgh
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-John DeCrocker

-Erma DeCrocker
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Mrs. Harriet Moore De
Julian De Gray

Richard John De Gray
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Demarest, Mrs. A. S. Z i
De Medeci, Mrs. Anthon
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-Lillian De Medeci
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Hartung, Mrs. Charles F.
Elsie Hartung

Cecelia, Hartung

Edith Hartung

Amie Hartung

Hartung, Mrs. Edith Hubbard
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Mrs., Edith Seitz Hartwig
-Marion Hartwig
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Hendrickson, G. Ralph

Mrs. Helene Allison Hendrickson

-Bedford Hendrickson
-Samuel Hendrickson

Heneveld, Rev. George G.
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-Lowell Dean Heneveld
-Helen Adele Heneveld

Henion, Lloyd

Hoeger, Fred J.
Mrs. Augusta Lentz Hoeger
-Fred J. Hoeger

Holdrum, Edward
Mrs. Nellie Lewis Holdruni

Hopper, Anna May -

Hubbard, Mrs. Virginia
-Hazel Hubbard

Jackson, William H.
Mrs. W. H. Jackson

Kamerling, John H.
Mrs. John H. Kamerling
-Evelyn Claire Kamerling

Keyser, Henry

Mrs. Henry Keyser

-Henry John Keyser
John Henry Keyser

-Lawrence Keyser
-Ruth Keyser
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Koetsier, William

Mrs. Jennie Williamson Koetsier
-Everett Koetsier

-Rudolph Koetsier

-Henrietta Koetsier

-Richard Koetsier'

Laauwe, Leonard
Mrs. Lillle M. Tribout Laauwe
-Robert Laauwe

Lawlin, Richard E.
Mrs. Ida Mowerson Lawlin
Burrit K. Lawlin

Lawrence, John H,
Mrs. Emma Voorhis Lawrence

Lawrence, Arthur J.
Mrs. IEdna Decker Lawrence
Irene Lawrence

Lemmerman, George
-Edward Lemmerman
-Robert Lemmerman
-Eleanor Lemmerman
-Margaret Lemmerman

Lentz, Mrs. IXlla Burns
Locker, Mrs. Jennie Kivet

Lockwood, F. G.
Mrs. Jean Arthur Lockwood
Baker, Walter James

MacGregor, Ronald
MacGregor, Wallace

Masker, Mrs. Hattie Bell
Margaret Masker

Mason, Mrs. Emily Duthie
-Robert Grant Mason

Mastenbrook, Cornelius

Mrs. Eva L. De Groot
Mastenbrook

-Jean Roger Mastenbrook

-Marie May
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Mastenbrook, Mrs. Kate
Mayme Mastenbrook

May, Myrs. Cora Carson
Martha May
Cora May

Moore, Mrs. Clara E.
Marjorie Moore
Adele Moore

Elliott Moore

Morrison, Francis L.

Mrs. Anna Flaker Morrison
-Margaret Morrison
-Winifred Morrison

Mowerson, A. J.
Mrs. Anna L. Payne Mowerson

-Catharine Mowerson

- Mildred Mowerson

-Edward Mowerson
-Ina, Mowerson

Mowerson, Mrs. Stella Storms

Muys, Alberta
Alice Muys

Nelson, Mrs. W. G.
-Donald Nelson
Mrs. Florance Nelson Fry

Norman, Mrs. Esther Young
-Louise Norman
-Thomas Norman

Orr, Norman

Otte, Marinus
Mrs. Carrie Williamson Otte
-Caroline Otte
-Adrian Otte

Outslay, Mrs. Mildred Wanamaker

-Mildred Outslay
-Bernice Outslay

Packer, Mrs. Anna May
Vermeulen

-Alvin C. Packer

-Irene Vermeulen Packer

Packer, Catharine

Payne, Mrs. M. K.
-Carolyn Payne
-Shirley Payne

Paxton, Mrs. Louise Voorhis
-Doris Louise Paxton

Peterson, Mrs. J. B.

George J. Peterson

Mrs. May Terwilliger Peterson
-George W. Peterson

Plath, Dr. John Henry
Mrs. John H. Plath

Pulis, Peter S.
Mryrs. Susan Jane Demarest Pulis
Peter D. Pulis

Pulis, Charles S.

Mrs. Lorena Lockwood Pulis
Sylvester Pulis

-Jane Pulis

-Charles Pulis

Pulis, John L.
Mrs. Louise Felix Pulis

Quackenbush, George
Mrs. George Quackenbush

Quackenbush, Peter
Ramsey, Mrs. A. W.

Ramsey, Harold
-Anna Elizabeth Ramsey

Reitmeier, Rose

Riddle, Nelson
Mrs. Nelson Riddle
-Nelson Riddle

Rider, Mrs. Margaret Findley
Grace Rider )

Romaine, Alex

Mrs. Carrie Voorman Romaine
-Robert Romaine

Fannie Voorman

Ruddick, Mrs. Joseph H.
Mildred Ruddick

Joseph E. Ruddick
-Ethel Allaire Ruddick
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Amie Hartung
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Hartwig, Walter W.

Mrs. Edith Seitz Hartwig
-Marion Hartwig

-Natalie Hartwig

Hendrickson, G. Ralph

Mrs. Helene Allison Hendrickson

-Bedford Hendrickson
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Heneveld, Rev. George G.
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-Robert George Heneveld
-Lowell Dean Heneveld
-Helen Adele Heneveld

Henion, Lloyd

Hoeger, Fred J.
Mrs. Augusta Lentz Hoeger
-Fred J. Hoeger

Holdrum, Edward
Mrs. Nellie Lewis Holdrumni

Hopper, Anna May

Hubbard, Mrs. Virginia
-Hazel Hubbard

Jackson, William H.
Mrs. W. H. Jackson

Kamerling, John H.
Mrs. John H. Kamerling
-Evelyn Claire Kamerling

Keyser, Henry

Mrs. Henry Keyser
-Henry John XKeyser
John Henry Keyser

-Lawrence Keyser
-Ruth Keyser

52

Koetsler, Willlam

Mrs. Jennie Williamson Koetsier
-Everett Koetsier

-Rudolph Koetsier

-Henrietta Koetsier

-Richard Koetsier

Laauwe, Leonard
Mrs, Lillle M. Tribout Laauwe
-Robert Laauwe

Lawlin, Richard E.
Mrs. Ida Mowerson Lawlin
Burrit K. Lawlin

Lawrence, John H,
Mrs. Emma Voorhis Lawrence

Lawrence, Arthur J.
Mrs, Edna Decker Lawrence
Irene Lawrence

Lemmerman, George
-Edward Lemmerman
-Robert Lemmerman
-Eleanor Lemmerman
-Margaret L.emmerman

Lentz, Mrs. IKlla Burns
Locker, Mrs. Jennie Kivet

Lockwood, I*. G.
Mrs. Jean Arthur Lockwood
Baker, Walter James

MacGregor, Ronald
MacGregor, Wallace

Masker, Mrs. Hattie Bell
Margaret Masker

Mason, Mrs. Emily Duthie
-Robert Grant Mason

Mastenbrook, Cornelius

Mrs. Eva L. De Groot
Mastenbrook

-Jean Roger Mastenbrook

-Marie May

Mastenbrook, Charles

Mrs. Lou Dipple Mastenbrook
-Gertrude Mastenbrook
-Carolyn Mastenbrook
-Virginia Ann Mastenbrook
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Mastenbrook, Mrs. Kate
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Cora May

Moore, Mrs. Clara E.
Marjorie Moore
Adele Moore
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Morrison, Francis L.

Mrs. Anna Flaker Morrison
~-Margaret Morrison
-Winifred Morrison

Mowerson, A. J.
Mrs. Anna L. Payne Mowerson
-Catharine Mowerson

- Mildred Mowerson

-Edward Mowerson
-Ina, Mowerson

Mowerson, Mrs. Stella Storms

Muys, Alberta
Alice Muys

Nelson, Mrs. W. G.
-Donald Nelson
Mrs. Florance Nelson Fry

Norman, Mrs. Esther Young
-Louise Norman
-Thomas Norman

Orr, Norman

Otte, Marinus
Mrs. Carrie Williamson Otte
-Caroline Otte
-Adrian Otte

Qutslay, Mrs. Mildred Wanamaker

-Mildred Outslay
-Bernice Outslay

Packer, Mrs. Anna May
Vermeulen

-Alvin C. Packer

-Irene Vermeulen Packer

Packer, Catharine

Payne, Mrs. M. K.
-Carolyn Payne
-Shirley Payne

Paxton, Mrs. Louise Voorhis
-Doris Louise Paxton

Peterson, Mrs. J. B.

George J. Peterson

Mrs. May Terwilliger Peterson
-George W. Peterson

Plath, Dr. John Henry
Mrs. John H. Plath

Pulis, Peter S.
Mrs. Susan Jane Demarest Pulis
Peter D. Pulis

Pulis, Charles S.

Mrs. Lorena Lockwood Pulis
Sylvester Pulis

-Jane Pulis

-Charles Pulis

Pulis, John L.
Mrs. Louise Felix Pulis

Quackenbush, George
Mrs. George Quackenbush

Quackenbush, Peter
Ramsey, Mrs. A. W.

Ramsey, Harold
-Anna Elizabeth Ramsey

Reitmeier, Rose

Riddle, Nelson
Mrs. Nelson Riddle
-Nelson Riddle

Rider, Mrs. Margaret Findley
Grace Rider

Romaine, Alex

Mrs. Carrie Voorman Romaine
-Robert Romaine

Fannie Voorman

Ruddick, Mrs. Joseph H.
Mildred Ruddick

Joseph E. Ruddick
-Ethel Allaire Ruddick
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Hartung, Mrs. Charles F.
Elsie Hartung

Cecelia Hartung

Edith Hartung

Amie Hartung

Hartung, Mrs. Edith Hubbard
Hartwig, Mrs. Victoria
Hartwig, Walter W.

Mrs. Edith Seitz Hartwig
-Marion Hartwig

-Natalie Hartwig

Hendrickson, G. Ralph

Mrs. Helene Allison Hendrickson

-Bedford Hendrickson
-Samuel Hendrickson

Heneveld, Rev. George G.
Mrs. Etta Lugers Heneveld
-Robert George Heneveld
-Lowell Dean Heneveld
-Helen Adele Heneveld

Henion, Lloyd

Hoeger, Fred J.
Mrs. Augusta Lentz Hoeger
-Fred J. Hoeger

Holdrum, Edward
Mrs. Nellie Lewis Holdrum

Hopper, Anna May -

Hubbard, Mrs. Virginia
-Hazel Hubbard

Jackson, William H.
Mrs. W. H. Jackson

Kamerling, John H.
Mrs. John H. Kamerling
-Evelyn Claire Kamerling

Keyser, Henry

Mrs. Henry Keyser

-Henry John Keyser
John Henry Keyser

-Lawrence Keyser
-Ruth Keyser
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Koetsler, Willilam
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-Everett Koetsier

-Rudolph Koetsier

-Henrietta Koetsier

-Richard Koetsier'

Laauwe, L.eonard

Mrs., Lillie M. Tribout Laauwe

-Robert Laauwe

Lawlin, Richard E.
Mrs. Ida Mowerson Lawlin
Burrit K. Lawlin

Lawrence, John H,
Mrs. Emma Voorhis Lawrence

Lawrence, Arthur J.
Mrs. Edna Decker Lawrence
Irene Lawrence

Lemmerman, George
-Edward Lemmerman
-Robert Lemmerman
-Eleanor Lemmerman
-Margaret L.emmerman

Lentz, Mrs., Illa Burns
Locker, Mrs. Jennie Kivet

Lockwood, F. G.
Mrs. Jean Arthur Lockwood
Baker, Walter James

MacGregor, Ronald
MacGregor, Wallace

Masker, Mrs. Hattie Bell
Margaret Masker

Mason, Mrs. Emily Duthie
-Robert Grant Mason

Mastenbrook, Cornelius

Mrs. Eva L. De Groot
Mastenbrook

-Jean Roger Mastenbrook

-Marie May

Mastenbrook, Charles

Mrs. Lou Dipple Mastenbrook
-Gertrude Mastenbrook
-Carolyn Mastenbrook
-Virginia Ann Mastenbrook
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Cora May

Moore, Mrs. Clara E.
Marjorie Moore
Adele Moore

Elliott Moore

Morrison, Francis L.

Mrs. Anna Flaker Morrison
-Margaret Morrison
-Winifred Morrison

Mowerson, A. J.
Mrs. Anna L. Payne Mowerson
-Catharine Mowerson

- Mildred Mowerson

-Edward Mowerson
-Ina, Mowerson

Mowerson, Mrs. Stella Storms

Muys, Alberta
Alice Muys

Nelson, Mrs. W. G.
-Donald Nelson
Mrs. Florance Nelson Fry

Norman, Mrs., Esther Young
-Louise Norman
-Thomas Norman

Orr, Norman

Otte, Marinus
Mrs., Carrie Williamson Otte
-Caroline Otte
-Adrian Otte

Qutslay, Mrs. Mildred Wanamaker

-Mildred Outslay
-Bernice Outslay

Packer, Mrs. Anna May
Vermeulen

-Alvin C. Packer

-Irene Vermeulen Packer

Packer, Catharine

Payne, Mrs. M. K.
-Carolyn Payne
-Shirley Payne

Paxton, Mrs. Louise Voorhis
-Doris Louise Paxton

Peterson, Mrs. J. B.

George J. Peterson

Mrs. May Terwilliger Peterson
-George W. Peterson

Plath, Dr. John Henry
Mrs. John H. Plath

Pulis, Peter S.
Mrs. Susan Jane Demarest Pulis

Peter D. Pulis

Pulis, Charles S.

Mrs. Lorena Lockwood Pulis
Sylvester Pulis

-Jane Pulis

-Charles Pulis

Pulis, John L.
Mrs. Louise Felix Pulis

Quackenbush, George
Mrs. George Quackenbush

Quackenbush, Peter
Ramsey, Mrs. A. W.

Ramsey, Harold
-Anna Elizabeth Ramsey

Reitmeier, Rose

Riddle, Nelson
Mrs. Nelson Riddle
-Nelson Riddle

Rider, Mrs. Margaret Findley
Grace Rider

Romaine, Alex

Mrs. Carrie Voorman Romaine
-Robert Romaine

Fannie Voorman

Ruddick, Mrs. Joseph H.
Mildred Ruddick

Joseph E. Ruddick
-Ethel Allaire Ruddick
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Ryerson, Mrs. Ellen
Martin Ryerson

Schaeffer, Paul
Mrs. Paul Schaeffer
Angela Schaeffer

Scott, Mrs. Myrtle Winters
-Bruce Scott

Sebold, Theodore
Mrs. Theodore Sebold
-Robert William Sebold

Seitz, Fred C.

Mrs. May DeCrocker Seitz
-Warren Edgar Seitz
-Doris. Seitz

Shepard, Mrs. W. H.
-Ellen Shepard
-Jack Shepard

Siggelaar, Mrs. Margreth

Smit, Benjamin
Mrs. Alice Williamson Smit

Snyder, Daniel
Mrs. Rachel Ackerman Snyder

Snyder, Harry
-Harold Daniel Snyder

Snyder, Walter
Speaker, Margaret

Stoecker, Harry D.
Mrs. Harry D. Stoecker
-Allan Stoecker

Storms, Mrs. Rachel Blauvelt

Storms, John J.

Mrs. K. Frances Ackerman
Storms

-Valentine Ackerman Storms

Elizabeth Frances Storms

-Frederick J. Storms

Telgen, William
Mrs. Ruth Williamson Telgen
-Ruth Telgen

- -William Telgen

Temple, Suzanna
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Terwilliger, Richard

‘Terwilliger, George

Mrs. A. Vreeland Terwilliger
David L. Terwilliger

Joette Terwilliger

Thompson, Dr. Lewis R.
Mrs. L. R. Thompson
Lewis R. Thompson, Jr.
Harrison Thompson

Turcott, Mrs. S. E.
Laura Turcott
Fernirma Turcott

Turner, Mrs. Beatrice
Hogencamp

Van Blarcom, W. J.
Mrs. Lulu Lewis Van Blarcom
David Van Blarcom
Roger Van Blarcom

Van Blarcom, Mrs-. Sarah A.

Van Blarcom, Fred W.

Mrs. Fred W. Van Blarcom
Robert Van Blarcom
-Catharine Van Blarcom
-Cynthia Van Blarcom

Van Blarcom, Mrs. Irene Kent
-Garret Van Blarcom

Vance, Herbert
Mrs. Lillian Grelle Vance
-Richard Vance

Vanderbeck, John J.
Mrs. Nellie Duryea Vanderbeck

Vanderbeck, Charles D.
Mrs. Minnie Henion Vanderbeck

Van Dyke, Martin

Mrs. Sarah Folley Van Dyke
-Jacob Iflaker

-Orrie Van Dyke

-Garret Flaker

Van Hassell, Mrs. C.

Van Houten, Isaac

Van Houten, Mrs. Grace Bush

Mrs. Greta V. H. Schrieber
~-Lester Van Houten
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Van Keuran, J. E.
Mrs. J. E. Van Keuran

Van  Slot, Albert
Mrs. Albert Van Slot
-Marjorie Van Slot
-Wilma Van Slot

Vermeulen, John I.
Mrs. Letitia Winters Vermeulen

Voorhis, Mrs. Richard

Voorhis, James A.
Mrs. Mary L. Alyea Voorhis

‘Walder, Mrs. Mary Vermeulen
-May Walder

-Kenneth Wialder

-Vivian Walder

-Marion Walder

-Kermit Walder

-Bernice Virginia Walder

Wanamaker, John W.
Mrs. John W. Wanamaker
Della Wanamaker

-Elsie Wanamaker

Wénamaker, J. Chester
Mrs. Amelia Lentz Wanamaker

Ward, John Buss
Wells, Mrs. B. H.

Wenner, George H.
Mrs. George H. Wenner

Williamson, Rudolph

Mrs. Charity Muys Williamson
William Williamson

Wilson, James

Mrs. Dorothy Wanamaker Wilson

Winters, Peter
Mrs. Peter Winters
KEva Winters

Mrs. C. L. Winters
Mrs. Mary Hopper Winters
Winters, Mrs. Mary Demarest

Woodbury, Sydney
Mrs. Elva R. Woodbury
Ruth Woodbury
-Howard Woodbury
-Evelyn Woodbury
-Edward Woodbury
-Dorothy Woodbury

Woodruff, Eugene
Mrs Ida Pulis Woodruff
-Ruth Woodruff

Woodhouse, John R.

Mrs. J. R. Woodhouse
Dorothy Elizabeth Woodhouse
_Eleanor May Woodhouse
_John Robert Woodhouse
_William Henry Woodhouse
-Raymond Lewis Woodhouse
_Harold Edward Woodhouse

Yeomans, John L.
Mrs. J. L. Yeomans

Yeomans, Mrs. Alex

Yeomans, Daniel L.
Mrs. Rebecka Yeomans

Yeomans, Mrs. Martha
-John Yeomans

Young, Thomas B .
Mrs. Mabel Patterson Young
_Leynore Young

Zabriskie, Mrs. Grace

Quackenbush
-Marion Zabriskie

(-) Baptized membership.
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DEACONS
Richard S. Terwilliger
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